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Press Release 

Invitation to Join the ISTA Image Data Consortium 

 

The International Seed Testing Association (ISTA) is pleased to announce the 

approval of an ISTA Image Data Consortium by the ISTA Executive Committee 

(ECOM). We encourage all interested parties to participate in this important initiative. 

 

Why the ISTA Image Data Consortium? 

 

Digital technologies are rapidly transforming the landscape of seed quality testing. 

Today, seed companies, testing laboratories, and academic institutions are 

increasingly exploring digital solutions for seed purity analysis. Traditionally, most 

seed purity and other seed determination are performed manually by trained seed 

analysts - a process that is time-consuming and requires a high level of expertise in 

seed identification. 

 

Digital technologies offer significant potential to support seed analysts by reducing 

the time required for analysis and decreasing uncertainty in seed identification. 

However, the effectiveness and accuracy of digital algorithms depend heavily on 

access to a wide-ranging and verified image dataset, including images of crop seeds, 

weed seeds, and inert matter. These digital algorithms need to be developed by each 

seed testing laboratory by themselves and may not have consistency. 

 

The ISTA Image Data Consortium aims to address this need by establishing a 

shared, high-quality repository of verified seed images. Members of the consortium 

will both contribute to and benefit from this collective resource, enabling greater 

collaboration and innovation across the seed sector. 

 

Access to such a database will empower members to develop and refine advanced 

digital algorithms, accelerating progress in seed testing technologies. This unified 

effort will improve the speed and consistency of seed quality assessments and drive 

the creation of standardised algorithms tailored to specific crops. The ISTA Image 

Data Consortium will help set new benchmarks for the reliability and comparability of 

seed quality data, with broad benefits for analysts, laboratories, regulatory bodies, 

and the global seed trade. 

 

Join the ISTA Image Data Consortium 

 

Now is the time to express your interest in joining the ISTA Image Data Consortium 

and to receive further information about this initiative. Please contact: 

ista.office@ista.ch. 
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To support the development of the consortium, we kindly ask you to provide 

feedback by answering the following questions: 

 

1. Do you see benefit in this consortium - if yes, what are these benefits? If not, 

why not? 

2. Would you be willing to contribute to the consortium - if so, how? 

3. What do you consider the priority species for initial digitisation? 

 

Your answers and any other comments are welcome at ista.office@ista.ch. 

 


