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MEDIA RELEASE FOR AFSTA CONGRESS 2025

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AFSTA Congress 2025, a showpiece for the African seed sector, attracted 284 delegates
from 50 nationalities. The Guest of Honour, Minister of State for Agriculture and Animal Resources
Dr Eric Rwigamba, who opened the Congress on Monday, 3rd March, 2025, recognised the
Association's instrumental role in uniting seed companies and national seed associations across
Africa and beyond.

KIGALI, MARCH 8, 2025 — The 25" African Seed Trade Association (AFSTA) Annual Congress, which
ended on March 5, was another memorable gathering of the seed sector in the region.

The event, which was held at Kigali Serena Hotel in Kigali, Rwanda was attended by nearly 284
delegates representing seed traders and producers from various regions of the world.

The Guest of Honour, Minister of State, for Agriculture and Animal Resources, Dr Eric Rwigamba
recognised the association's instrumental role in uniting seed companies and national seed
associations from Africa and from various regions of the world.

“AFSTA's dedication to advocating for supportive seed policies, facilitating trade and promoting
harmonized regulations has been pivotal in transforming the continent's seed industry,” he told
the at the official opening ceremony of the Congress.

The Minister noted that the continued partnership between AFSTA, national seed trade
associations, like Rwanda’s National Seed Association (NSAR), development partners and
government will be crucial in addressing emerging challenges while aligning with the country’s
Strategic Plan for Agriculture Transformation (PSTA 5) and Vision 2050.

The PSTA-5 goals articulate the need for Rwanda to have a sustainable and resilient food system,
which is represented in the current slogan: “Tugire Ibiryo” (i.e., “ Let’s have food”).

“We will need to emphasize and prioritize investment in research and development, climate
finance, new breeding techniques, capacity building, regulatory reforms and innovative seed
technologies,” he noted.

He added that by fostering collaboration, innovation, knowledge exchange and a co shared vision,
AFSTA has been an enabler in building resilient and inclusive seed systems that not only ensure
food security but also position Africa as a key player in the global seed industry.

In his statement, the President of AFSTA, Mr Amadou Sarr, noted that, given the stages of
development and challenges facing the seed industry in Africa, AFSTA has recently begun
implementing new management tools and initiating updates to the AFSTA constitution and
bylaws. He emphasised that AFSTA’s new strategy aims to enhance market access for its members,
develop partnerships, strengthen AFSTA operations, and ensure financial sustainability. He
appealed to all members to support the Secretariat in bringing this ambitious plan to fruition.

Page 10of 3



During the welcome address to the congress delegates, AFSTA Secretary General Dr Yacouba
Diallo emphasized the importance of partnerships in advancing AFSTA to the next level. He
highlighted the collaboration that AFSTA has with the African Vegetable Breeding Consortium and
the African Cereal and Legume Breeding Consortium (ACBLC)

While announcing that the next AFSTA Congress will take place in Cape Town, South Africa, from
23rd to 25th March 2026, Dr Diallo noted that it was time for the African Seed sector to collaborate
more than ever to ensure that partnerships with key stakeholders broadened market access,
member services, and operations efficiency.

During the congress, eleven new members joined the association. West Africa led the pack with
five entries: NAFASO, Union Nationale des Societes Coopératives des Producteurs Semenciers du
Burkina and La Voix Des Champs (Lavodec) from Burkina Faso. Association Nationale Des
Semenciers Professionels De Cote D’lvoire (SeedLife) from Cote D’lvoire and Newage Agric
Solutions Ltd from Ghana was to complete the list from the region. South Africa enrolled two in
Lake Agriculture Pty Ltd and UPL South Africa (Pty) Ltd. From the US came lowa State University
Seed Science Centre and Resourced Inc. Completing the list was Moon Star Seeds Pty Ltd of
Pakistan.

RICA Seed Centre was the gold sponsor of this year’s edition, Indo-American and Bayer were the
silver sponsors, and Agriseeds, TAAT, AGRA, the African Agricultural Technology Foundation
(AATF), Seedco, Corteva, Kenya Seed, Rijk Zwaan, and LCIC of Ghana were the bronze sponsors.
EA Seed Company was a co-sponsor of the cocktail, with Kamano Seeds from Zambia supporting
health breaks.

Among other issues, discussions focused on the pivotal role of biotech and plant breeding
innovations in shaping the future of African agriculture. The Congress also highlighted the
importance of regulatory harmonization and the need for a science-based regulatory approach.
Other issues discussed were the progress of policy development worldwide, focusing on the
international perspective and the need for harmonization.

Further, discussions focused on various initiatives and consortiums aimed at improving the access
to improved materials by the seed companies, enhancing the seed quality through alignment with
the international standards (OECD, ISTA), and the importance of plant variety protection and
biotechnology in addressing agricultural challenges. The Congress also highlighted the role of seed
trade associations in capacity building, advocacy, and member services, emphasizing the need for
collaboration and coordination among stakeholders in the seed value chain and have opportunity
to advanced trade associations (EUROSEED, SANSOR etc. to share their experiences). Other
innovations in that Congress were the women's luncheon, which highlighted the role of womenin
the seed industry and the roundtable of partners and donors’ agencies in supporting the seed
sector in Africa.

Several representatives of regional and international organizations attended the congress. They
include the International Seed Federation (ISF), the International Seed Testing Association (ISTA),
Union for the Protection of New Plant Varieties (UPOV), The Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD), Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Common
Market for East and Southern Africa (COMESA), West and Central African Council For Agricultural
Research and Development (CORAF), International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) through
its project on Technologies for African Agricultural Transformation (TAAT), the African Union, the
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African Regional Intellectual Property Organizations (ARIPO and OAPI), Euroseeds, The African
Agricultural Technology Foundation and World Vegetable Centre etc.

The next Congress will be held in Cape Town, South Africa, from March 23 - 25, 2026.

For more information, please contact

Aghan Daniel,

Communication Officer,

AFSTA Secretariat, Commodore Office Suites 7D,
7" Floor, Kindaruma Road,

P. O. Box 2428 - 00202, Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: +254 20 242 9017 and +254 20 2502495,
Email: afsta@afsta.org, website: www.afsta.org

About AFSTA: AFSTA is a not-for-profit membership association which champions the interests of
private seed companies in Africa. It is registered in Kenya as an International Organization.
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