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African Seed Trade Association is a not-for-profit 
membership association formed in 2000 to 
champion interests of private seed companies 

in Africa. It is registered in Kenya as an International 
Organization with an office for West Africa in Dakar, 
Senegal. Currently, the Association has about 100 
members comprising seed companies and National 
Seed Trade Associations, among others. 

Mission
To promote trade in quality seed and technologies 
in Africa for the benefit of members and farmers 

Vision
To be the principal organization at the centre of 
achieving sustainable food security through use of 
quality seed for improved livelihoods in Africa

Objectives
The objectives of AFSTA are to: 
1. Promote the trade in quality seeds; 

2. Strengthen communication with African seed 
    industries and with the world;

3. Facilitate establishment of national seed trade 
    associations in Africa; 

4. Provide information to members;

5. Interact with regional governments and NGOs 
    involved in seed activities in order to promote 
    the interests of the private seed industry; 

6. Promote activities that lead to regulatory 
    harmonization throughout Africa to facilitate 
    movement of seed; and 

7. Develop a statistical database on African seed 
    production and trade.
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Through its Strategic plan, AFSTA has seen great 
milestones. These are results of efforts we have 
undertaken in response to member’s needs. 

In the past year, we have held rewarding and fulfilling 
engagements in Angola, Mozambique and Algeria to 
help set up National Seed Trade Associations (NSTAs) 
as we continue to expand AFSTA membership being 
the voice of the seed sector on the African continent.
We also responded to National Seed Trade 
Associations that have called upon AFSTA to provide 
technical support during the year. Such associations 
include Seed Trade Association of Malawi, National 
Association of Seed Trade Ghana and National Seed 
Association of Burkina Faso among others.

We are happy to note that AFSTA has continuously 
engaged the NSTAs, National Plant Protection 
Organizations (NPPOs) and other key seed stakeholders 
on the implementation of the International Standard for 
Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM). Our intervention is 
driven by the resolve to see our members benefit from 
faster movement of quality seed across borders with 
greater efficiency, while minimizing and managing 
the associated risks. We have done this through 
sensitization of members during our congresses and 
other meetings.

Plans are underway to ensure that we undertake a 
regional training on ISPM 38 for AFSTA members and 
NPPOs next year in collaboration with, - International 
Seed Federation (ISF), International Phytosanitary 
Measure developed by the International Plant Protection 
Convention IPPC and/or IAPSC.

In October 2018, we organized a successful training in 
Nairobi on Plant Variety Protection (PVP). International 
Convention for the Protection of New Varieties of 
Plants (UPOV), African Regional Intellectual Property 
Organisation (ARIPO) and Organisation Africaine de 
la Propriété Intellectuelle (OAPI), among others, made 
presentations which touched on the need for AFSTA 
members to actively participate in discussions on the 
PVP. On the same length, we have been at the forefront 
in supporting ARIPO in the process of ratifying the 
Arusha Protocol on PVP by actively participating in 
the ARIPO administrative Council meetings and in the 
UPOV seminar on PVP.

As you read this note, we are reviewing/update of the 
AFSTA position paper on Intellectual Property Rights 
to suit current context. Besides we have set aside time 
during our Congress in Mombasa to discuss Plant 
Breeders Rights and Farmers Rights. 

We have consistently shared news on seed in Africa 
through our magazine, the African Seed and through 
(E-Review) the periodic electronic newsletter. 

Our partnership trail is becoming more and more 
visible with the setting up of the Africa Vegetable 
Breeding Consortium in partnership with the World 
Vegetable Center (WorldVeg). To date the Consortium 
has registered nearly 20 members. 

The African seed sector is faced with various challenges. 
AFSTA has taken a leading role in liaising with 
International Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre 
(CIMMYT) on the fight against Fall Armyworm and 
the Maize Lethal Necrosis Disease and inform AFSTA 
members accordingly. We are happy that CIMMYT has 
already released nearly 15 varieties that are tolerant to 
the Maize Lethal Necrosis Diseas (MLN).

Today, we are proud because we know we have had a 
very successful year. As your President, I want to thank 
all the people who combined their efforts to ensure 
that we pull together on our current strategic plan. This 
team spirit has strengthened our resolve to continue 
supporting our members, maintain and sustain current 
partnerships and intervene on our members issues to 
promote the seed sector in the continent, not only for 
food security and nutrition but also as an engine for 
economic growth and job creation.

Better Seed, Better Life

Mr. Riadh Gabsi
President | AFSTA

Word from the President
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Antitrust guidelines for AFSTA’s                                   Meetings, Dos & Don’ts

All AFSTA meetings bring together competitors in the 
seed trade to discuss industry concerns. Therefore, 
it is absolutely necessary to comply with national 

and international antitrust laws. Whereas some activities 
among competitors are both legal and beneficial to the 
industry, such gatherings of competitors are inherently 
treated as suspect under most antitrust laws. Antitrust 
laws do not require agreements or combinations among 
competitors to be necessarily formal in order to raise 
questions. It may include any kind of formal or informal 
understanding, secretive or public, under which each of 
the participants can reasonably expect that another will 
follow a particular course of action. 

All participants in any AFSTA meetings are responsible 
for ensuring that topics, which may give an appearance 
of an agreement that would violate any antitrust law, are 
not discussed. It is the responsibility of each participant 
to avoid raising improper subjects for discussion. These 
guidelines have been prepared to ensure that participants 
in any AFSTA meeting are aware of their obligations. 

The dos and dont’s presented below highlight only the 
most basic antitrust principles. Each participant in any 
AFSTA meeting should be thoroughly familiar with his or 
her responsibilities under antitrust laws and should seek 
counsel for specific situations, interpretations or advice. 

AFSTA Congress
2017 3rd -6th Mar 2020

Avina Hotel,
Livingstone,Zambia
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Antitrust guidelines for AFSTA’s                                   Meetings, Dos & Don’ts
Dos

 1. Have a written agenda and adhere to it for all 
  meetings. 
 2. Prepare minutes of all meetings and object 
  if they do not accurately reflect discussions 
  and actions taken. 
 3. Consult with legal counsel on all antitrust 
  questions relating to meetings. 
 4. Protest against any discussions or activities which 
  appear to violate the antitrust laws; disassociate
  yourself from any such discussions or activities and 
  leave any meeting in which they persist.
 
Don’ts

 1. Do not, in fact or appearance, discuss or exchange 
  information regarding products or services, 
  including.
  (a) Individual company prices, price changes, price 
  differentials, mark-ups, discounts, allowances, 
  credit terms, etc., or data that bear on price, such 
  as costs, production, capacity, inventories, sales, 
  among others. 

  (b) Industry pricing policies, price levels, 
  price changes, differentials, among others. 

  (c) Changes in industry production, capacity 
  or inventories. 
  (d) Bids on contracts for particular products 
  and services; procedures for responding to 
  bid invitations.
  (e) Plans by individual companies concerning 
  design, production, distribution or 
  marketing of particular products, including 
  proposed territories or customers. 
  (f) Matters relating to actual or potential 
  individual customers or suppliers that might 
  have the effect of excluding them from any 
  market or of influencing the business conduct 
  of firms toward such suppliers or customers. 

 2. Do not discuss or exchange information 
  regarding the above matters during social 
  gatherings incidental to meetings, even in 
  jest.

Time and tide, they say, await no man. That today we mark five years of producing 
the African Seed Magazine, is in itself a milestone for AFSTA. Indeed it has been five 

short years in the life of this magazine and we are encouraged to do better because of 
the constructive feedback we receive regularly from you - our readers and advertisers.

As you read the fifth issue of this magazine, we are happy to share with you some good 
news for the agricultural sector in Africa. This is the launch of a project that seeks to make 
data, combined with other information sources, widely available to guide governments 
to make evidence-based decisions to increase agricultural productivity sustainably. 

Accurate data is key to helping countries take the lead in their own agricultural growth 
and development progress. Donors are contributing to the initial data collection efforts, 
but the 30 African countries that will be involved will co-finance the initiative over time.

This effort comes amid recent assessments of available agriculture data indicating that, 
in sub-Saharan Africa, basic statistics from the farm sector are often incomplete or 
unreliable.

These two examples are just a tip of the iceberg of good news coming from the continent 
notwithstanding a myriad other challenges the Africa seed sector experiences. The need 
to disseminate such information has indeed encouraged us to continuously improve on the readability and design of this magazine.

The African Seed Magazine remains an integral part of our information dissemination tool. We look forward, through your 
support, to make it an excellent platform where we can continuously and sustainably continue to share experiences each of us has 
encountered in our lines of duty.

I thank all the authors of the articles, partners, advertisers, the AFSTA Board and everyone who actively participated in the 
production of the magazine.

Mr. Justin Rakotoarisaona
Secretary General | AFSTA

Word from the Secretary General
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Strong Seed. Healthy Grain.
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The future of African agriculture lies in new seed production 
innovations. By 2050, Africa’s demand for food will more 
than double. This, experts say, will be driven by population 

growth and rapid urbanisation.

More profoundly, the continent has to contend with new enemies 
such as climate change, stiff trade regulations, inadequate 
expertise, pests, poor infrastructure and post-harvest losses.

A few years back, increased agricultural productivity in 
Africa was based on opening up new lands for farming. 
With population growth, the acreage of arable land will not 
increase, meaning that the same fields have to produce more 
for consumption and trade.

As you read this note, yields from Africa’s farms continue to 
dwindle in comparison to what the rest of the world is recording 
year in year out. 

Harvests per hectare for crops such as maize can be as much 
as 80 per cent below their potential. As a result, estimates 
indicate that the continent’s annual food import bill will stand at 
$110 billion by 2025.

Providing farmers with new high-yielding and hybrid seed 
varieties is an important part of the solution to agricultural 
development. These seeds help farmers generate higher crop 
yields and overcome the constant barrage of plant pests, 
drought and disease that stifle agricultural growth in our 
beautiful continent.

Even though adoption of new technologies requires time, 
other structural challenges exacerbate the situation, such as 
inadequate public research programmes to supply affordable, 
locally adapted, improved varieties of popular crops.

Private seed production companies face other bottlenecks, such 
as import policies, high initial costs, research and qualified 
human resources.

A combination of public and private interventions seems to 
be a good approach for establishing an effective system for 
providing the farmer with quality seed.

A survey, carried out in 2013 among farmers in nine countries 
found that the majority who invested in improved crop varieties 
achieved yields of between 50 to 100 percent above local 
varieties.

This is not just more food on the table, but could also mean 
the opportunity to take a child to school or to pay for a family 
member’s hospital bill.

Still, there are not enough seed companies in the continent to 
meet farmers’ demand for improved crop varieties. In addition, 
the evolving threat from pests and disease due to factors like 
climate change means that innovation must stay ahead for 
continued production of resilient crops.

Agriculture presents the best pathway towards lifting the 
continent out of poverty, and one of the strategies must be 
investing in a steady supply of plant breeders who in turn 
continue to sustainably generate new varieties that resistant to 
diseases, insects, droughts and floods. 

The other factor, as has been emphasized in this column before, 
is adoption of new innovations that will take our agriculture to 
the next level. African governments must therefore work hand 
in hand with seed companies to ensure that countries embrace 
new technologies and innovations. That is where the hope and 
future of African agriculture lies.

Mr. Aghan Daniel
Editor | AFSTA

Editor’s Note
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Interview 
In this edition, we interview Madam Maimouna Coulibaly, the Managing 
Director of Faso Kaba Seed Company, based in Mali, West Africa. The 
company was established in 2007.

Q: What motivated you to start the seed company? 
A: For years, I had noticed that harvest from my mother’s farms was dwindling 
with each passing year.  In 1985, while in the United States, I had an opportunity 
to work with Garst-Seed, a seed company in Ames, Iowa. I understood then that 
it was possible to increase yields on my mother’s farms by using quality seeds. 
With this in mind, Faso Kaba was born in 2007 with the support of SG-2000 
and Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA). 

SG2000 helped me to put together my accounting system, pay the bank 
guarantee and put me in touch with seed producers that they supported from 
2005 to 2006. In 2007, I met Joe DeVries, then AGRA PASS Manager, who 
was prospecting in Mali.

After negotiation, he asked me to send him a technical 
and financial project proposal. Thereafter, we signed a 
30-month Grant Award Letter amounting to US$ 208,000 
was signed in November 2007 with the following 
objectives:

1. To produce and distribute 180 MT of quality seeds 
of maize, rice, millet, sorghum, peanut, cowpea, 
okra, etc. in 4 regions of Mali: Kayes, Koulikoro, 
Sikasso, and Segou;

2. To sensitize and inform farmers on the importance 
of quality seeds;

3. To install and supply more than 50 agro-dealers in 
the four regions;

4. To make seeds available in small packages of 
between 1 to 20 kg at an affordable price for all 
farmers;

5. To participate in promotional activities such as 
radio and television spots, agricultural fairs and 
shows, produce/distribute gadgets, technical 
brochure and flyers, develop demonstration plots 
and organize field days as well as exchange 
visits, etc.

I would like to underscore that we have doubled all the 
objectives.

Q: How has your business evolved? 
A: We started by acquiring management skills as the 
leadership of the company then embarked on training 
the employees and seed producers on production 
technologies: acquisition of packaging units then we 
marched on to production and distribution of improved 
seeds. 

Let me state at this juncture that we deal in breeder, 
foundation, certified and hybrid seeds.

All the employees and I participated in Seed Business 
Management training on seed production and 
commercialization, seed sorting and storage and received 
certificates of competence on these areas. Over time, we 
have produced and distributed more than 1,000 MT 
annually for the last four years.

At least 10 per cent of the production remain in our stores 
each year. Today, we have 17 professional employees 
who include an agronomist, a seed specialist, agricultural 
technicians among others.

In Mali, Faso Kaba Sarl is considered a large company 
since our turnover is more than 500 hundred million 
Francs CFA. Our production has been on the rise, from 
40MT produced in 2015 to 1350MT attained in 2016 
with 2017 giving us 1500MT of seed.

In terms of assets, we own nearly 20 ha of including 2 
ha on irrigation. We have two stores with a capacity of 
over 500 MT on a 0.67 ha; one tractor of 70 HP; two 
seed sorting units each with a capacity of 60,000 MT 
each; four corn gins and a multifunctional thresher; two 
delivery trucks of ten MT each, one pick-up; four cars, 4 
motorcycles among other assets. 

We sell both open pollinated varieties and hybrid corn and 
sorghum, rice, millet, peanuts, cowpea and vegetables 
seeds throughout Mali. 
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Our major markets include Mauritania where we well 
maize, sorghum, millet and cowpea seeds. In Liberia 
and Sierra Leone we sell rice and maize seeds and in 
the Gambia, Senegal, and Guinea Conakry we do rice 
seeds.
 
Q: What are some of the milestones (success stories) that your 
company, under your leadership has achieved since inception? 
A: Contribution to the provision of seeds in support of the 
ECOWAS Initiative for Ebola-Affected Countries

Q: What challenges do you face in the seed sector where women 
are dominated by men?
A: Women are required to give guarantees for bank loans 
which they lack. Most of the time women are not land 
owners to give such guarantees. Besides, competition 
is so hard for women to access large tenders from the 
Government as there are a lot of hurdles put before them 
unlike their male counterparts.

Q: If there are three things that you would want to change in 
your company for better efficiency, what could these things be? 
A: Firstly, I would turn around the current insufficient 
working capital to prevent producers from selling their 
seeds as cereals. Secondly, our market currently has poor 
quality and unattractive packaging yet lack of irrigation 
infrastructure for off-season production must be brought 
into the conversation forthwith. The ugly head of weak 
supply system for national institutions of research in 
breeders’ seeds from regional research institutions must 
also be reversed immediately. All these call for changes 
to enable our sector to produce and distribute more seeds 
and be more competitive in the region.

Q: What support does the company need from the government 
to make it do better and be competitive on the international 
stage?
A: The Government needs to be a bank guarantor to 
women entrepreneurs who seek loans from the local 
banks. Secondly they should reduce taxes on imported 
seeds. Given that  early generation seeds are only 
produced by national research system, there is need 
to support Research Institutions to produce more early 
generation seeds or revise the Seed Law so that private 
entrepreneurs, particularly women to produce breeder 
seeds. Let the Government deliberately encourage local 
food industries to use grains produced locally. It would 
also be prudent for the Government to decentralize seed 
certification laboratories hence make this service be closer 
to seed growers. 

Currently, seed certification costs are hefty. For example, 
currently it costs USD 2400 to cater for field inspection. 
This should be reduced to a mere USD 160. Averagely, it 
costs USD 18 for certification of big size seeds, we propose 
a reduction to USD 15. Costs of labeling, including per 
diem for the agents who undertake this work costs USD80 
and cost of the actual labels go for nearly USD 1. The 
agents costs can be reduced to USD40 and that of each 
label should be fixed at USD0.08.

The government needs to decentralize seed testing 
laboratories to reduce transportation costs of samples and 
delays in delivering certificates of analytical results. The 
side of a given lot should be at least 1MT for cereal seeds 
and 500kg for legume seeds.

Q: Please make one or two comments on regional harmonization 
of seed regulations and its impact on seed trade in Africa.
A: As a seed company, we recognize the role of the 
harmonized regulations as key facilitators in the free 
movement of certified seeds within the region hence 
offers opportunity to access a bigger and more diversified 
market. Besides, harmonization will catalyze supply of 
seeds to deficit member countries.

Additionally, free movement of certified seeds will boost 
agricultural productivity and local processing as well as 
their consumption by the population.

Regional harmonization of seed regulations facilitates 
exchanges between ECOWAS countries and Commission 
for the Development of Near East Countries or Inter-State 
Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (PICDC/
CILSS) through standardization of certification and 
regional cataloging standards.

The Government needs to be 
a bank guarantor to women 
entrepreneurs who seek loans 

from the local banks.
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According to the most 
recent Economic Survey, the 
agriculture sector in Kenya 
directly contributes about 
31.3% of the GDP and 
27% through linkages with 
manufacturing and service-
related sectors.  This implies 

that Kenya’s commodities of trade are mostly agriculture 
related.

The MoA&I sees the transformation and growth of 
the Agricultural sector as a critical driver for the 
transformation and growth of the BIG 4, i.e. 100% food 
and nutrition security, manufacturing for jobs creation, 
universal health care, and affordable housing, as well 
as to spur growth in other sectors of the economy.  The 
State Department for Crops Development picked on 
Maize, Irish potatoes, rice, coffee, tea and cotton as 
the main crops to promote under this initiative.

The realization of Kenya’s BIG 4 will be driven not 
only by producing sufficient agricultural products for in-
country consumption, but also by the ability to feed the 
manufacturing sector with raw materials in order to be 
competitive players in the region and beyond.  

The BIG 4 cannot be implemented by the Ministry in 
isolation rather, it requires the intervention of enablers 
who include the county governments, the private sector, 
multinational organisations and other public institutions, 
among others.  

On the key outcome focal area to increase food 
availability & nutrition, Seed Traders Association of 
Kenya (STAK) has been identified as one of the key 
players in assisting to enhance production & market 
access for food, horticultural and industrial crops.  
Specifically on maize, the association is expected to 
collaborate with other players to replace old seed 
varieties and avail improved high yielding maize seed 
varieties.   This intervention should see an increase in 
maize production from 40 to 67 million bags by 2022.
The International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), private 
seed companies and their partners are required to 
ensure availability of certified/hybrid rice seed varieties 
to meet the envisaged rice production increase from 
112, 800 MT to 406,486 MT in the same period.  

As for Irish potatoes, the International Potato Centre 
(CIP) and other partners have been approached to 
actively participate in development of potato seed 
system through public private partnerships, which is 
expected to see production rise from 1.2 M MT  to 6 M 
MT in 2018/2019 FY.  

Coffee, tea and cotton production is expected to rise 
from production from 40,000 MT to 100,000 MT, 1.1 
M MT to 6 M MT and from 29,000 to 200,000 bales 
respectively by the year 2022.  These increases are 
targeted towards increased earnings by farmers, value 
addition, product diversification and employment.
The achievements envisaged start with clean/certified 
seeds and functional seed systems in existence. 
Seed-produce (food and raw material)-processing, 
employment, forex, 

Advertisers Announcement

Food and Nutrition Security,
 Kenya’s Agenda Two of Big Four

From the PS, State Department for Crops Development, Ministry of Agriculture

The Food and Nutrition Security Pillar has three critical outcome 
areas, driven by 15 objectives 

Availability & 
Nutrition 

Affordability 

Smallholders value 
addition 

Key objectives/drivers 

• Increase maize production from 40 to 67 million (90kg) bags A 

• Increase rice production from 112,800 to 406,486 metric tons B 

• Increase potato production from 1.2 to 6 million metric tons C 

• Increase meat production from 700,000 to 990,000 metric tons D 

• Increase processed milk production from 630 million to 1 billion litres E 

• Increase fish production from 135,100  to 231,359 metric tons F 

 

• Reduce value chain inefficiencies by at least 50% by 2022 I 

• Increase nuts & oil production from 140,958 to 697,221 metric tons  J 

• Increase fruit crop production from 1,207,868 to 1,645,276 metric tons  K 

• Increase cotton production from 29,000 bales to 200,000 bales L 

• Increase coffee production from 40,000 to 100,000 metric tons M 

• Increase hides & skins production from  59.6 to 72 million square feet  N 

• Increase Pyrethrum production from 300 to 3,000 metric tons O 

• Increase irrigated land by 255,000 acres through the construction of 
smallholders water pans and de-silting existing old dams H 

• Increase Tea production from 1.2 million to 6 million metric tons P 

G       Reduce average post-harvest losses from  20% to 10% by 2022 
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KENYA
MOMBASA

PRODUCTS  
INNOVATIVE PIPELINE 
AND BROAD RANGE OF 
EXISTING, EFFECTIVE 
PRODUCTS

P

APPLICATION  
EXPERT SUPPORT TO 
SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY 
APPLY OUR PRODUCTS 
ONTO SEEDS

A

SERVICES 
TAILORED SERVICES 

TO CREATE AND MEET 
DEMAND FOR YOUR 

TREATED SEEDS

SCOME AND  
MEET US  

AT AFSTA!

www.syngentaseedcare.com

®

©2019 Syngenta. Important: Use seed treatment products safely. Always read the label and product information
before use. Labels contain important conditions of sale, including limitations of warranty and remedy. The SYNGENTA Logo,  
the PURPOSE ICON, the ALLIANCE FRAME, the Seedcare Institute logo are Trademarks of a SyngentaGroup Company.
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Advertisement

Have an interest in plant breeding to develop improved vegetable varieties?

Join the Africa Vegetable Breeding Consortium (AVBC) and tap the knowledge and expertise of the 
World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg), an internationally renowned leader in crop research.

The AVBC is a joint initiative of WorldVeg and the African Seed Trade Association (AFSTA).

worldveg.org

•  Learn about the latest developments in breeding research from WorldVeg plant breeders.

•  Scout field trials of improved breeding material to enhance your cultivar catalog.

•  Meet breeders, pathologists, entomologists, and genebank staff to strengthen your knowledge networks.

Don’t miss the Africa Vegetable Breeding Consortium 
inaugural workshop: 

11-12 MARCH 2019
WorldVeg Eastern and Southern Africa
Arusha, Tanzania

Become an AVBC member today! Contact avbc@worldveg.org to register.
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AFSTA story in figures

4.7m
The number
of visitors to
our website

118
Active
Members

50
Countries at
Congresses

11
Projects

implemented

4500
number of

delegates at
AFSTA

congresses

19
Congresses held by

AFSTA since
inception

27
A�liated

National Seed Trade
Associations
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Breeding for Africa
Rijk Zwaan is active in the whole of Africa, offering 
our seeds via a network of partners. To develop the 
true potential of this special continent, we take a 
long-term approach. We have invested in a breeding 
station and have consciously chosen to develop 
hybrid vegetable varieties only.

www.rijkzwaanafrica.com

Together with our partners...

we want to actively contribute to the world’s food supply 
and stimulate vegetable consumption
by laying the foundations for healthy
and appealing vegetables.
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A famous African proverb holds that 
if you want to go fast go alone but if 
you want to go far, go together. 

In our effort to sensitize seed 
companies in Africa on 
biotechnology in the past year, the 
Executive Secretary of the National 
Seed Trade Association of Ghana 
(NASTAG), Ms Augusta Clottey, was 
a perfect illustration of this saying. 

Considering the strong R&D 
progress in biotechnology (for 
example, for podborer resistant 
cowpea) yet faced with a host 
of hostilities from activists in her 
native country, Ms Clottey and 
the NASTAG team decided to let 
members of their association to 
decide for themselves whether they 
wanted to publicly declare their 
acceptance of Genetically Modified 
Organisms or remain vague about 
the technology.

And not to be mistaken, Clottey says 
that it is wrong to label companies 
or interested persons that seek 
clarification about the technology in 
Africa as being anti-biotech. “We 
have a good number of companies 
that clearly support the technology, 
but we also have a lot of companies 
in Ghana who continuously seek 
information on the progress of 
biotech activities in and outside the 
country.”

The President of the Association, 
Mr Thomas Havor maintains that 
it is the choice of his members 
to support the technology and 
not to be coerced to accept the 
technology. To him understanding 
the technology and its benefits to 
them is key for decision making and 
technology adoption.

Ms Clottey adds that NASTAG, 
in collaboration with appropriate 
government agencies in Ghana 
and AFSTA have the obligation to 

keep sharing information on the 
subject by way of sensitizing and 
educating members and the general 
populace for informed decision. She 
opines that the situation in Ghana 
calls for broadening the scope of 
information sharing. 
As Ghana keeps the debate 
alive among their membership 
and the public, the President of 
the Association Nationale des 
Entreprises Semencieres de Burkina 
Faso (ANES – BF), Mr Issaka Kolga 
maintains that seed companies 
in the country need to support  
biotechnology projects currently 
being undertaken by researchers 
in the country. Mr Kolga maintains 
that it is the work of seed companies 
to close the gap between them 
and scientists to provide smooth 
adoption of the technology in the 
country.

“Our voices must be heard as we 
strive towards full adoption of the 
technology by telling the scientists 
what we want them to do and not 
vice versa. We must have a private 
sector need driven research so that 
we own the technology,” he added.
He noted that he is working closely 
with the technology developers 
and seed regulators to ensure 
that relevant technologies are 
introduced in the country so that the 
seed agenda remains a Burkinabe 
one not a foreign one.
The President urged his members 
to work hard and emulate the 
Ethiopian scenario where the 
private sector worked closely 
with government and shared their 
agenda with the leadership of the 
country, which in turn decided not 
to listen to misinformed discussions 
on the GM technology but went 
ahead with various approvals 
that are expected to yield into 
commercialization soon.

He narrated to them that as part of 
the government’s policy to improve 

agricultural productivity and 
safety, Ethiopia has approved the 
commercial cultivation of genetically 
modified (GM) cotton and field 
research on drought-tolerant GM 
maize thereby overtaking other 
countries who had begun to carry 
out research much ahead of them.

The Vice President of the 
Association, Mr Leopold Zinsonne, 
who is the Director of Entreprise de 
Production De Semences Agricoles 
dans le Boulgou (EPSAB) said that 
his members must now, like never 
before, state what they are going 
to do to truly demonstrate their 
acceptance of the technology. “We 
must adopt the technology to close 
the gap between us and the big 
producers from other parts of the 
world. The global gap is too wide 
and the technology gives us in 
Africa a better opportunity to close 
in on them,” he added.

The coordinator of the Open Forum 
on Agricultural Biotechnology 
(OFAB), Dr Edgar Traore, 
welcomed ANES-BF in the Network 
of Biotechnology and Biosafety 
for Parliamentarians, Network 
of Plant Breeders in Burkina 
Faso and another slot would be 
reserved for them in the Network of 
Biotechnology Communicators.

Biotech at AFSTA
Perspectives from priority countries in Africa

By Aghan Daniel I daghan@afsta.org

Ms Augusta Clottey of NASTAG: Sharing of 
information on biotech should be continuous
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In Malawi, the CEO of the Seed 
Trade Association of Malawi 
(STAM), Mr Supply Chisi, has kept 
the fire burning by maintaining 
regular communication with their 
membership on the going ons 
in the African landscape of the 
technology. 

Hon Felix Jumbe, a member of 
STAM, and Managing Director of 
Peacock Seed Company reiterated 
that, despite strong R&D progress in 
Malawi and imminent commercial 
registration of insect-resistant GM 
cotton hybrids, members of the seed 
association are still on the lookout 
for any issue that might derail their 
resolve to support the technology. 

He said that given the recent 
breakthrough with the national 
Seed Policy, STAM members are 
fired up to ensure they maintain the 
tempo on progressive debates with 
scientists to keep them informed 
and empowered to adopt the 
technology.

Turning to Nigeria, just as 2019 
opened its doors, authorities 
announced that the government had 
approved the general environmental 
release of the Pod Borer Resistant 
(PBR) cowpea developed by the 
Institute for Agricultural Research 
(IAR), Ahmadu Bello University, 
Zaria. The National Biosafety 
Management Agency (NBMA) 
granted the permit for the release 
of the cowpea which has been 
genetically modified to resist a 
major pest, Maruca vitrata.

Prof. Ibrahim Abubakar, 
the Executive Director 
IAR, noted that the crop 
is safe and poses no 
harm to humans and the 
environment. It is ready 
for the National Variety 
Release Committee to 
consider and register as 
a commercial crop in 
Nigeria. He said that the 
decision to venture into 
genetic modification in 
cowpea breeding was 
due to pest infestation 
that had which had 
resulted in farmers 
harvesting less as well as 
exposed to the dangers 
of chemical spray.

“Cowpea is the most 
important food grain 
legume in Nigeria. 
The low yield of the crop 
in Nigeria is due to many 
constraints particularly 
pod boring insects which 
cause up to 90 per 
cent yield loss in severe 
infestation cases.”

The PBR cowpea becomes the first 
genetically modified food crop to 
be approved in the country.

The Director of Partnerships 
and Linkages Programme at the 
Agricultural Research Council 
of Nigeria (ARCN), Dr. Yarama 
Ndirpaya said government 
introduced the crop variety into the 
nation’s agricultural seed system 

having met all regulatory stipulations 
and scientific procedures after 10 
years of extensive research.

“The introduction will address the 
national cowpea demand deficit of 
about 500,000 tonnes per year and 
improve the national productivity 
average of 350kg/hectare.

“After many years of research, 
the council is proud to present to 
Nigerians the first home-grown 
genetically modified food crop, 
which has passed all necessary 
scientific tests and poses no 
danger to human health or the 
environment.
“As the coordinating agency for 
the over 15 agricultural research 
institutes in Nigeria, we have 
identified modern biotechnology 
as one scientific tool whose 
potential can help improve crop 
and animal production,” added 
Dr Ndirpaya.

The author is the Communication  
Officer, AFSTA.

An official of Premier Seed Company, Nigeria, fields 
questions from journalists last June in Abuja at the first edition 
of SeedConnect Africa EXPO 2018, which brought together 
seed companies, associations and other stakeholders.

Ph
ot

o:
 G

oo
gl

e

The African Seed Magazine16
Issue no. 5 March 2019



With the African Seed Trade 
Association’s stated goal to promote 
the use of improved quality seed, 
one critical question at this point 
in time is how the industry (and the 
agricultural research community) 
will take advantage of newer 
innovations in plant breeding, like 
gene editing or CRISPR technology. 

Governments Worldwide Make 
Regulatory Decisions on Gene 
Editing
The transformational ability of 
gene editing platforms to make 
precise base pair deletions, 
edits, and additions makes the 
potential benefits of the technology 
quite remarkable. However, 
the introduction of gene edited 
products into global markets has 
accelerated questions on how they 
should be considered from a policy 
standpoint, specifically whether or 
not some of these products should 
be assessed and managed under 
current GMO regulations or whether 
they should be managed in the 
same fashion as “conventionally” 
developed varieties. On this matter, 
the global seed industry encourages 
innovation in plant breeding, and 
advocates government policies 
that are based on sound scientific 
principles.

Consistent science-based policies 
regarding products of plant breeding 
are necessary to ensure timely 
access to the benefits of products 
developed through these latest tools. 
Inconsistent criteria, standards, and 
arbitrary categorization applied 
to products of gene editing will 
inevitably impede investment and 
innovation in agriculture, and limit 
the realization of societal and 
environmental benefits. 

Lack of consistent criteria between 
governments – especially trading 
nations – also risks disrupting trade. 

A rationale solution promoted by 
the global seed industry is that: 
‘Plant varieties developed through 
the latest breeding methods should 
not be differentially regulated if 
they are similar or indistinguishable 
from varieties that could have been 
produced through earlier breeding 
methods.’ Many countries around the 
world are in fact adopting progressive 
policies consistent with aspects of this 
position, especially in South America 
(e.g. Argentina, Brazil, Chile and 
most recently Colombia)

Outsized impacts of Europe
As a primary trade partner, it is 
without question that European 
governments and consumers often 
ideological view against GMOs has 
stifled and, in many cases, ground 
progress to a halt on the African 
continent. Outside of South Africa, 
and a few more recent examples of 
approvals of insect resistant cotton 
technology, the vast majority of public 
and private funded research remains 
either on the shelf or behind high 
fences under confined field trial. 

While it remains to be seen whether 
the impasse will be broken on 
African farmers being afforded the 
same access to GMOs as farmers in 
much of the Western Hemisphere, 
recent decisions by the European 
court systems have the potential to 
similarly negatively impact gene 
editing technology. In a late July 
2018 ruling, the European court 
of justice ruled that the circa-2001 
EU rules for GMOs shall also 
be applied to newer forms of 
targeted mutagenesis (including 
gene editing). This includes all of 
the onerous provisions that have 
effectively banned cultivation 
of GMOs in most of Europe 
(and, ironically, positioned them 
collectively as the world’s second 
largest importer of GMOs).

While the EU Commission now 
grapples with how to potentially 

implement these rules for a 
technology that they were not 
designed for, this decision shocked 
much of the EU based public 
research enterprise, seed industry, 
and food value chain. 

African Governments at 
Regulatory Crossroad
African farmers could benefit 
significantly from gene edited 
products, noting ongoing research 
projects focused on improving 
disease resistance, pest resistance, 
drought tolerance and crop 
composition and nutrition in many 
indigenous and staple crops to 
Africa such as cassava, cowpea 
and banana. It will be up to African 
governments and policy makers 
to set the landscape in which the 
African seed industry will be able to 
market and deliver these products. 
However, following the ECJ ruling, 
murmurs from African policy makers 
in a few jurisdictions are already 
that “gene edited crops are GMOs 
for now” and/or “we need to put in 
place a system to look more closely 
at these technologies”. The fork in 
the road will be what policies are 
put in place, those of much of the 
world that is working to increasing 
sustainable production using gene 
editing and other plant breeding 
innovations, or policies mirroring 
the decision of a single 28 member 
European court on the interpretation 
of an 18 year-old regulation.

The author is the Director of 
Emerging Markets at CropLife 
International, Washington DC.

Innovations in plant breeding
at crossroads 
By John McMurdy I john.mcmurdy@croplife.org
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It is high noon on the shores 
of Lake Victoria, to the west of 
Kenya’s capital city, Nairobi. In the 
sweltering heat that characterizes 
the weather in this part of the 
world is Claris Waya, 60, who for 
the fourth day in a row, has been 
working on her small field of maize 
mainly to remove striga weeds from 
her quarter of an acre plot.

Ms Waya, epitomizes Kenya’s 
agriculture industry which is largely 
driven by small holder farmers 
who account for about 70% of 
the produce. Faced with a myriad 
of challenges including the effect 
of climate change, farmers in 
Kenya are today crying out for 
the government to invest more in 
the sector to realize production of 
adequate food besides building 
the resilience of famers such as 
Waya to anticipate and cope with 
the vagaries brought about by the 
changes. 

Farmers like Waya who often 
face daunting challenges in their 
fields of work, occupy the core of 
Seed Trade Association of Kenya’s 
(STAK) interventions. 

They present the reason STAK 
members invest in technologies that 
enable production and processing 
of superior quality seed given that 
access to certified and quality 
seed still stifle the like of Waya’s 
full attainment of the labour of their 
hands. 

The association recognizes that 
increased confidence to invest in 
genuine certified seed by farmers 
will improve agricultural productivity 
in the wake of climate change and 
contribute to food security and 
increased income for smallholder 
farmers.

While there are a number of 
inputs and agronomic practices 
that contribute to a good harvest, 
it all starts with the right seed and 
that is where STAK thrives. Seed 
companies invest in technologies to 
avail certified seed suited to farmer 
specific agro ecological zones and 
tolerate adverse effects of drought, 
pests and diseases. Unfortunately 
farmers continue to incur losses from 
poor harvests despite their heavy 
investment during the planting 
season. 

Unscrupulous traders and cartels 
have for a long time taken 
advantage of unsuspecting farmers 
by selling counterfeit and uncertified 
seed. This is made worse by the 
fact that farmers are often unable 
to distinguish between genuine and 
counterfeit seed simply by looking 
at the packaging material or the 
seed itself.  

A number of seed companies 
themselves admit the fact that it is 
not easy to isolate counterfeit seeds 
by a mere look at the packaging.  

In a bid to enable STAK members 
to grow their businesses while 
contributing to national and regional 
food security, the association, 
in partnership with the Kenya 
Plant Health Inspectorate Service 
(KEPHIS) have been advocating 
for introduction of mandatory seed 
labels for all 5kg packets and 
below. 

This is to ensure the seed is authentic 
and certified. These new labels are 
affixed on seed packets and farmers 
can send the 12 digit unique 
number hidden under the scratch 
label by sending a short message, 
toll free, to 1393. In return, they get 
a message confirming if the seed 
purchased is genuine or not.

With this technology, a farmer 
can leave the seed stockist’s shop 
assured that the seed bought is 
certified. 

The sticker labels were launched in 
2017 by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Fisheries. 

SPECIAL FEATURE
Kenya: Association trail blazes the fight against 

counterfeit
By Duncan Onduu

Send number
to 1393

Scratch label sample
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As part of providing supportive 
infrastructure, STAK in partnership 
with Kenya Plant Health Inspection 
Service (KEPHIS) and mPedigree 
embarked on a series of awareness 
creation through the use of electronic 
media (vernacular stations), posters, 
and field days/demos to sensitize 
the farmers and other stakeholders 
on how the technology works before 
the innovation was rolled out.

The technology, which is a cloud 
based solution is the brainchild of 
mPedigree and aids in the fight 
against counterfeit seed through 
security features that allow for 
deactivating of labels should the 
labels fall into the wrong hands. 
In addition, seed traceability is 
easier and KEPHIS has used this 
to stop the sale of expired seed. 
The technology also enables seed 
companies to track labels scratch 
off usage through activation of the 
labels. 

How it works
Upon sending the code to 1393 
to any of the mobile telephone 
service providers such as Safaricom 
and Airtel etc, the farmer gets the 
following feedback on a genuine 
seed packet (Example on a Seed 
Co maize variety):

 VARIETY NAME:
 SEEDCO RED CREOLE
 WEIGHT: 50G
 SPECIES: ONION
 LOT NUMBER: 17-A08879
 CLASS: STD
 TESTING DATE: JUNE 2018

Should it be a non-activated label, 
the following will be the feedback:
932209557120 IS NOT A VALID 
CODE. Check and send correct 
code. The seed may not be genuine. 
Call 0709891000

According to the Seeds and Plant 
Varieties (Seeds Regulations) 
2016 Legal Notice No 222 of 30 
December, 2016 Article 17 on 
Packaging, Labeling and Selling 
(8) a registered seed merchant 
who sells seed, whose quality 

has been declared under these 
regulations and whose weight is 
five kilogrammes or less shall affix 
a sticker label on each of the seed 
being offered for sale and print 
the following information on the 
packet;

(a) The species;
(b) Variety;
(c)  Seed lot number;
(d) Date of sealing;
(e) Weight of the package;  and
(f)  Warning text where the 
  seed is dressed.

This is the supporting legal 
framework for the sticker labels.

Supporting technology
KEPHIS has gone further to develop 
a system that allows farmers to give 
feedback on low quality certified 
seeds. Mulika Mbegu Mbovu 
(M3) is a farmer empowerment 
tool that gives them a platform to 
report low-performing certified seed 
whose authenticity was ascertained 
by the scratch labels. This is 
largely seen as a complementary 
innovation.

Farmers will register their complaints 
by sending the keyword “M3” 
to 22210 to activate the service 
using their mobile phone number.

The system will return a set of 
questions for the farmer to answer.  
After responding to the set of 
questions, an automatic reply will 
be sent to the farmer acknowledging 

receipt of the message by KEPHIS. 
The tool was first implemented in 
November 2018 at the start of the 
short rainy season. The purpose of 
the tool is to collect information and 
act on overall trends on feedback 
being given by famers rather than 
isolated cases that may not provide 
comprehensive information on what 
is on the ground. For example, if 
three farmers state that seed from a 
given company doesnt germinate, 
one may want to treat this as 
isolated and probe further, than say 
if 200 farmers stated that the same 
seed did not germinate.

This would call for a serious probe 
to find why this is the case; including 
engagement with the seed company 
in question. 

With all the benefits in the use of 
the sticker labels, there have been 
a few challenges that have been 
experienced to date. Notable 
one is the fact that, like any other 
technology, the farmers trust it so 
much that some do not scratch the 
sticker label. 

Another challenge that was initially 
noted but has been systematically 
overcome is the inability of a few 
seed companies to activate the 
labels before they are dispatched. 
This was evident immediately after 
the roll out but this has been resolved 
with no such cases reported to date.  

Unscratched Label Scratched label
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Prior to the year 2000, the African 
continent did not have an umbrella 
body that could collectively be 
the voice of the seed industry. 
Something had to be done about it 
and hence, after several meetings 
and consultations among key seed 
stakeholders, the African Seed 
Trade Association (AFSTA) was 
born. Its mandate from the start 
was clear: to promote seed trade 
in order to improve seed supply to 
farmers by advocating an enabling 
environment to address issues 
affecting seed trade at the national, 
regional and international level. 
That was 18 years ago. 

Today, what began with a single 
soul at the Secretariat has grown 
with leaps and bounds, recording 
unimagined milestones as it 
possesses a large footprint on the 
African seed industry.

Our Management
The management is composed of the 
Executive Committee that comprises 
the current President, the vice-
president and the past president 
and seven board members from 
different geographical regions of 
Africa and two from outside Africa. 
The AFSTA Secretariat, which has 
six staff members is located in 
Nairobi, Kenya.

Given that the association operates 
under focused interventions, various 
committees have been formed. 
These include Communication and 
Advocacy (with a sub-committee 
on Plant Biotech Communication 
and Advocacy); Partnership and 
Member Services; Audit; Plant 
Breeding Innovation and West 
Africa - to address issues related 
to the African seed industry. The 
journey has seen AFSTA facilitate 
initiatives that have supported seed 
companies to consistently produce 
and trade high quality certified 
seed in Africa.

Charisma, they say, takes you into 
the house, but add credibility and it 
makes you stay in the house. Indeed, 
our credibility and consistency have 
worked ways for us to the top. 
Today AFSTA is recognized as the 
apex body that bears the face of 
African seed industry. 

AFSTA’s approach focuses on 
working in partnership with 
research institutions, regional 
economic communities, seed 
experts, governments and 
development partners to improve 
access to quality seed by farmers 
in Africa. There is foreseen 
investment in the currently running 
initiatives as well as focus on 
strengthening the use of quality 
seed for better yields. 

Bringing members together
The AFSTA annual congress has 
remained a key annual event 
on the calendar of the African 
seed industry, offering unique 
opportunities for enhancing existing 
business relationships and creating 
new ones.

It has also remained a major 
networking avenue for members 
and non-members. The congress 
provides an avenue for members to 
meet and share experiences on what 
they do at the national seed trade 
association in a meeting known as 
‘Seed Companies Meeting’. 

Further to that, the Annual General 
Meeting is held within the precincts 
of the Congress where plans and 
budgets for the next 12 months are 
discussed and agreed upon. 

Here the audited financial report is 
also discussed, and issues resolved 
paving way for the upcoming years’ 
expenditure. It is AFSTA’s deliberate 
purpose to bring together, each 
year, colleagues, business partners, 
suppliers, media, customers and 
connections from other industries 
that orbit around and have 
complementary relationships with 
the seed industry.

AFSTA: The voice of the African seed industry
By Aghan Daniel I daghan@afsta.org

AFSTA Secretary General Justin hands out membership certificate to Mr. Sadi Sulaiman of Maslaha 
Seeds, Nigeria
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Congresses in AFSTA have therefore 
become an important rendezvous to 
clinch concrete business deals and 
this has formed the bedrock of our 
congress. Through the congress, we 
have been to nearly every region of 
Africa during the eighteen years of 
AFSTA’s existence.

Membership
Currently, AFSTA has a membership 
comprising of 26 National Seed 
Trade Associations (NSTAs), and 
115 individual seed companies. 
These members come from all over 
the world. Africa alone is said 
to be home to nearly 500 seed 
companies.

Partnerships
AFSTA’s 2017 - 2022 strategic plan 
is a blueprint for improvement in the 
provision of member services with 
a priority focus on promotion of 
Plant Breeding, Intellectual Property 
Protection and Advocacy on 
removing seed trade barriers. 
AFSTA seeks to build on COMESA’s 
success of Harmonizing Seed 
Trade Regulations and expand this 
regionally.
“We aim to strengthen partnerships 
with Global Seed Industry Players 
such as ISF, APSA, ESA and ASTA, 
National Seed Associations and 
NGOs. 

Not to be left behind are regional 
institutions such as African Union, 
COMESA and CORAF,” says Mr. 
Denias Zaranyika, immediate past 
President of AFSTA from Zimbabwe. 

Biotechnology
AFSTA has been at the forefront 
of negotiating with various seed 
stakeholders and regulators to 
allow for biotechnology adoption 
under clear biosafety systems. The 
association applauds various efforts 
being undertaken by governments 
to address issues of food security, 
but more needs to be done.

A case in point, and which needs 
more partnership, is the fact that we 
continue to witness Africa quietly 
changing the course of genetically 
modified crops field testing by giving 
conditional approval for crop trials as 
most countries on the continent now 
see the use of science, technology and 
innovation as a vehicle to achieve food 
security for the increasing population. 
We urge governments to work closely 
with researchers to ease the process 
of scientific approvals of such new 
technologies. From our work with 
various national seed associations 
over the past seven years, farmers 
and a majority of seed companies 
support biotechnology.

In Malawi, as a case in point, the 
Seed Trade Association of Malawi 
(STAM) has continued to throw its 
weight behind ongoing calls by 
researchers to the government to 
commercialize genetically modified 
foods in the country.

They say the technology is crucial 
to help farmers deal effectively 
with pest attacks and the impact 
of climate change, which will help 
accelerate development of the 
agricultural sector.

In Burkina Faso, scientist Dr Adama 
Neya, who works at Farok-Ba 
Research Station, noted that in 
listening to seed companies, he 
is confident that what they want 
to hear are two things: when the 
GM cowpea will be available to 
them; and, for how many years the 
cowpea technology will be in use 
before a new one?

In the words of Jonas Yogo, the 
immediate past President of the 
Burkina association, the wait for 
the relevant GM seeds cannot be 
postponed. The standpoint of these 
two West African countries, largely 
represent the views that farmers and 
seed companies hold in Africa from 
AFSTA’s one on one experience 
with this lot.

Special Interest 
Groups of AFSTA 
As it were, AFSTA 
is obliged to 
offer service to 
its members and 
establishment of 
the Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs) was 
a step towards 
members’ service. 

It was gratifying 
to see AFSTA 
members embrace 
over whe lming ly 
the SIGs initiative, 
on its launch five 
years ago, with 
registration of the 
first 30 members. 

Delegates at the exhibition booths during the AFSTA congress in Cairo, Egypt.Ph
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The formation of two active Special 
Interest Groups on “Vegetables” 
(SIGV) and “Field Crops” (SIGFC) 
to address issues on these two 
crop groups has been a major 
achievement at AFSTA. 

Today, SIGs membership has grown 
to 100 members and the upward 
trend continues. This growth is in 
itself a huge achievement seen in 
terms of numbers, but also in terms 
of increasing number of requests 
from members and not just on issues 
of common interest to be addressed 
by the SIGs. 

The platform offers members a 
platform to share knowledge, 
experiences, provide solutions to 
problems and network widely on 
issues pertaining to trade of seeds 
of crops of their interest. 

The SIGs bring together AFSTA 
members with focus in specific crops 
to identify and recommend solutions 
to issues that impact the seed trade 
in Africa and beyond. Over the 
years we have witnessed 
stakeholders share seed 
trade knowledge and 
experiences that have 
contributed significantly 
to seed business 
opportunities and 
solutions to critical 
trade issues on the 
continent.

Apart from that, identification 
and facilitation of specific relevant 
seed research areas desired by our 
members has formed the crux of 
our very existence. Such kind of 
interactions often yield leveraging 
and influence policy change for 
better trading environment through 
group action. We are proud of the 
fact that some of our members share 
non-exclusive seed information for 
the benefit of their work.

In order to ensure consistency and 
quality, AFSTA has established two 
steering committees to spearhead  
activities of each of the Special 
Interest Groups. 

Upon formation, each group 
elected a steering committee to 

spearhead activities of common 
interest presented by members, 
and report back to members in 
the annual meetings held during 
the AFSTA congresses. Issues of 
common interest to the Field Crops 
Group have over the years been 
on management of Maize Lethal 
Necrosis Disease in East Africa, 
addressing climate change and 
its impacts on the seed industry, 
biotechnology concerns in Maize, 
Cotton, Soya Beans, etc., and 
phytosanitary concerns in seed 
movement have also tended to 
shape discussions of this group. 

The Multilateral System (MLS) and 
the Standard Material Transfer 
Agreement (SMTA) on access and 
benefit sharing (ABS), under the 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture 
(ITPGRFA), have also been a key 
c on ce r n for this 

group. 

Add to it low 
adoption of seeds 
of improved 
varieties, market 
attraction of sorghum and 
millet plus slow variety 
release processes in 
various countries, then 
you have an almost full 
plate of issues to tackle. 

Time and again, the 
group has raised concerns 
regarding plant variety 
protection with international 
bodies such as ARIPO, OAPI 
and UPOV. 

The work of Africa regional trade 
blocs, especially in facilitating seed 
trade, has been at the core of this 
group’s menu. 

There is discomfort raised over the 
slow implementation of regional 
harmonized seed trade regulations. 
Last but not least, challenges on 
achievement of improved varieties’ 
potential by farmers is still in the 
conversation of the SIGFC.

Like their counterparts in the field 
crops, the SIGV is out to slay 
issues around inadequate quality 
seed availability and production 
issues both biotic and abiotic. The 
vegetable seed sector in Africa is 
in its infancy but growing, and the 
growth requires fast tracking to meet 
the high demand for vegetables 
on the continent. Postharvest 
management and marketing 
form a pair of problems to be 
addressed urgently as well as trade 

ethics and arbitrations. Further 
headache arises 
from hazardous 
con tam inan t s 
and food 
p r e p a r a t i o n 

methods.
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Africa vegetable seed market 
analysis in terms of value and 
trend also is critical to the industry. 
Stakeholders’ involvement and 
interests are close to the heart of the 
SIGV membership. 

The group seeks to collaborate with 
all relevant vegetable stakeholders 
to come up with the appropriate 
regulatory framework that allows 
for safe and efficient vegetable 
seed trade in Africa. 

Relationship with Europe
In 2017, AFSTA and representatives 
of the International Seed Federation 
(ISF), joined a global forum to 
present its members’ views on the 
future direction of the ITPGRFA. This 
Seventh Session of the Governing 
Body of the ITPGRFA was hosted by 
Rwanda in Kigali, from 30 October 
- 3 November 2017, and brought 
together 144 member countries, 
observer nations, farmers’ groups, 
NGOs, experts, and other 
international organizations. 

All countries in Africa are already 
contracting parties to the Treaty 
except South Africa, Botswana, 
Mozambique, South Sudan and 
Somalia.

Countries are also required to 
take measures which will protect 
and promote “Farmers Rights” on 
traditional knowledge associated 
with plant genetics resources and 
will need to promote farmers to 
participate in decisions directly 
related to genetic resources. These 
“farmers’ rights” also intend to ensure 
that farmers are the beneficiaries from 
the conservation and sustainable use 
of genetic resources.  

Seed companies in Africa are 
aware of the need to engage with 
other stakeholders on establishing 
commercial and non-commercial 
benefits arising from access to 
genetic resources. Access and 
Benefit Sharing is under discussion 
in Africa and seed companies 
need to engage with stakeholders 
to arrive at amicable agreement 
towards voluntary benefit sharing.

Other Milestones
The fact that we have continuously 
undertaken to execute strategic 
plans in the past is a clear indication 
that we know what we want to 
achieve in a planned manner. Take 
the case of our 2017-2020 strategic 
plan. In this document, we focus on:

•	 Advocacy	 on	 removing	 seed	
trade barriers;

•	 Enhancing	the	harmonized	
seed regulations in the 
Regional Economic 
Communities (COMESA, 
SADC, ECOWAS and EAC);

•	 Strengthening	partnerships	
with national seed trade 
associations, global seed 
industry players such as the 
International Seed Federation 
(ISF), the Asia Pacific Seed 
Association (APSA), the 
European Seed Association 
(ESA) and regional 
institutions.

•	 Intellectual	Property	Rights
•	 Plant	Breeding	Innovation

We can now boast of consistently 
producing The African Seed 
Magazine since 2014, which 
goes a long way to underline our 
commitment to keep our members 
informed on the happenings in the 
local and global seed sector. 

AFSTA, through this magazine, 
seeks to promote Africa wide 
awareness and action for those 
who suffer from hunger and for the 
need to ensure food security and 
nutritious diets for all. 

2018 AFSTA congress in Cairo, Egypt.
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We seek to work with policy 
makers to strengthen agricultural 
policy processes in Africa; 
improve agricultural value chains 
and enhance information and 
communication within the continent.

“It is immeasurable visibility of 
AFSTA’s work especially to us as 
national seed trade associations,” 
says Augusta Nyamadi, when 
asked to evaluate the importance 
of the magazine in her work as 
the CEO of  National Seed Trade 
Association of Ghana. 

The magazine not only provides 
information on seed issues but also 
raises the vital voices of the seed 
sector players in Africa. 

Given the huge recognition of 
our work, AFSTA is often invited 
and involved actively in key seed 
meetings to make the voice of African 
seed industry seen and heard, 
which include e.g. participation in 
international congresses such as the 
ISF Congress among others.

Our seven-year consistent and 
strategic partnership with CropLife 
International (CLI) to conduct 
sensitization and awareness 
creation on biotechnology in Africa 
has served to help African seed 
companies discuss and adopt 
biotech in the face of progress 
towards commercialisation of GM 
seed in the continent.

Our good relations and partnership 
with the World Vegetable Centre has 
yielded into the setting up of “Africa 
vegetable breeding consortium” to 
facilitate access to germplasm.

Tackling Challenges impacting 
the African Seed Sector.
In the words of our immediate 
past President, Denias Zaranyika, 
“Africa is the growth continent hence 
seed companies must position and 
align themselves to this growth”. 
However, Africa remains the net 
importer of seeds – AFSTA seeks to 
address this scenario to facilitate 
increased inflows of foreign 
currencies in Africa.

Zaranyika adds, “This continent 
needs to take up and adopt new 
technologies like yesterday. AFSTA 
membership must continue to invest 
in farmers and in technologies that 
give them the best seed – which are 
drought and insect-pest tolerant.”

“Focus should be on building the 
capacity of NSTAs as the mouth 
piece of the seed sector at the 
national level. Belonging to AFSTA 
is a rewarding adventure hence 
there is need for those countries – 
and they are 27 in number - which 
are not yet on board at AFSTA, 
to join us to add more voices to 
the cause of the seed sector in 
Africa.  A united front will yield into 
working together to cobble solid 
plans and help source funding that 
will support growth and expansion 
of seed associations.” 

Next steps
According to AFSTA President, 
Riadh Gabsi of Tunisia, for the 
association to scale the heights 
of success, there needs to be 
continuous advocacy for the 
harmonized seed regulations in the 
Regional Economic Communities 
of the Common Market for Eastern 
and Southern Africa (COMESA), 
the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC), the Economic 
Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) and the East African 
Community (EAC).

In the coming months, AFSTA hopes 
to take a lead role in vouching for 
plant breeding innovation in Africa.

Enhance communication with our 
members through our tools of 
communication such the African 
Seed Magazine published annually 
to specifically ensure our members 
are informed of current challenges 
to seed production such as climate 
change and the fall army worm.

Other issues include helping to 
escalate our partnerships with key 
organisations such as CropLife 
International (CLI), WorldVeg, 
etc. even as we advocate for a 
better trading environment for our 
membership.

As already demonstrated, 
enhancing the activities of SIGs, 
which address issues on these 
two crop groups, remains our key 
agenda at AFSTA.

Finally, we are open to future 
collaborations and partnerships 
which seek to improve the fortunes 
of seed trade in Africa and beyond 
because we believe in the African 
saying that if you want to go fast, 
go alone but if you want to far, go 
together.

This article was first published 
in European Seed Magazine, 
Novermber 2018 Edition.

The author is Communication 
Officer at the African Seed Trade 
Association (AFSTA) and can be 
reached on daghan@afsta.org 

AFSTA Board members pose for a group photo after their October 2018 meeting in Nairobi
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AFSTA:
A hallmark of consistency 

By Grace Gitu I gitu@afsta.org

Since its establishment nearly 20 years ago, The Africa 
Seed Trade Association (AFSTA) has continued to initiate 
dialogue with seed stakeholders at national, regional, 
continental and global levels aimed at promoting 
availability of quality seeds to farmers in Africa. 

A key mandate of AFSTA is to advocate for recognition 
of the private seed sector as the cog of agricultural 
development agenda at national, regional and 
continental levels. In an effort to live by the association’s 
mission of All farmers in Africa have access to quality 
seed for food security, we have, in the past year hit a 
lot of milestones as enumerated below; 

Innovations
a. Plant Breeding and Public Private Partnerships (PPPs)
 For many years, plant breeding in Africa was 

mainly a domain of the public sector, thus 
competing with other national demands from 
the national budgets. This contributed to slow 
development of superior varieties needed to 
improve food production in Africa. Private seed 
companies stepped in to support governments 
in the development of new crop varieties that 
met the need of farmers and consumers. Under 
the PPP, the private seed sector has significantly 
contributed to the deployment of public varieties 
from the researchers shelves to the farmers. 
The programs have greatly contributed to 
addressing emerging challenges to quality seed 
production such as climate change, effective 
seed certification, laboratory seed testing and 
phytosanitary measures food crops in Africa.

b. National Seed Trade Associations (NSTAs) 
 A key mandate of AFSTA is to promote trade 

in quality seed in Africa while the traders 
protect the continent agriculture by observing 
all internationally accepted regulations and 
standards governing global seed trade being 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
Development (OECD) seed schemes, International 
Seed Testing Association (ISTA), International 
Phytosanitary Measure developed by the 
International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) 
and International Convention for the Protection 
of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV).

 AFSTA achieves its mandate through the 
establishment and strengthening of National 
Seed Trade Associations (NSTAs) to drive its 
agenda at national levels.

 

Currently, there are 30 NSTAs in 30 countries 
and AFSTA aims to establish a nation association 
in each of the 54 African countries. 

 
 AFSTA usually holds annual seed meetings with 

member seed associations to share experiences 
and knowledge that contribute to improved 
availability of quality seeds to all farmers in Africa. 

 Other members of AFSTA are individual seed 
companies, agrochemical companies, CGIAR 
and other national seed trade associations 
based out of Africa NSTAs. To date, AFSTA has 
118 members.

c.  Regional Harmonization of Seed Trade 
Regulations

 AFSTA identified national seed laws and 
regulations as a critical seed trade barrier 
restricting availability of quality seeds to African 
farmers. On this, AFSTA initiated dialogues with 
Africa seed stakeholders on review of out dated  
national seed laws to be in tandem with the 
dynamics of the global seed trade. Along this, 
countries made efforts to review and update 
national seed laws and regulations but they did 
so differently and at different speed. This posed 
barrier to seed movement across borders.

  The decision by policy makers in Africa to 
enhance regional economic growth led to the 
establishment of trade blocks of East African 
Community (EAC) with 6 Partner States, 
Common Market of Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA) with 20 member states, Southern 
Africa Development Community (SADC) with 
16 Member States and Economic Community 
of Western Africa States (ECOWAS) with 15 
Member States. 
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 During the year under review, AFSTA continued to 
lead in dialogues with agricultural policy makers 
of EAC, COMESA, ECOWAS and SADC, on 
establishment of regional harmonization of seed 
trade regulations to facilitate safe cross border 
seed movements. These dialogues have led to 
the development of regional harmonized seed 
trade regulations in EAC, COMESA, ECOWAS 
and SADC.

d) Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
 Our members have diverse interests such as 

vegetables production, field crops production, 
agrochemicals among others. With time AFSTA 
recognized the need to encourage its members to 
get involved in promoting trade in quality seeds 
of crops of their interest in Africa. To facilitate 
this, AFSTA established the Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs), as a platform where members 
dialogue on their special interests, share 
experiences, knowledge and expand networks 
of addressing issues of common interest in their 
special areas.  

 
 In 2013, SIG for Vegetables (SIGV) and field 

crops (SIGFC) were established. The SIGs are 
spearheaded by steering committees elected 
by members where AFSTA holds the permanent 
secretary position. The SIGV initiated the African 
Vegetables Breeding Consortium (AVBC), which 
seeks to advance vegetables breeding in Africa. 
The SIGFC has been involved in addressing the 
Maize Lethal Necrosis (MLN), Fall Armyworm, 
safe seed treatments and development drought 
tolerant crops for Africa.

Global Relations
 AFSTA represents the Africa seed industry at 

forums dialoguing on issues with impact on 
global seed industry such as ISF, OECD seed 
schemes, ISTA, UPOV, AU-Phytosanitary council, 
ITPGRFA, IPPC etc AFSTA   has   good    working    
relations  with   development   partners   with   
interest  in  improving  the  Africa   seed   industry 
eg USAID, DFID, WB, BMGF, EU etc.

Networks with Stakeholders
i. Communication
 Effective communication enhances stakeholders 

understanding of institutional operations and 
open up avenue for expanding collaborations. 

 
 AFSTA communicate to seed stakeholders by 

convening annual seed congresses, through its 
website, Electronic Newsletters (E-Review), Flash 
news, Facebook and twitter. AFSTA participates 
in many seed fora at national, regional and 
global levels to have direct engagement with 
stakeholders and expand networks.

i. Farmers Organizations
 AFSTA recognizes farmers’ rights and has close 

working relationship with Farmers Organizations 
in Africa e.g East Africa Farmers Federation 
(EAFF), Southern African Con- federation 
of Agricultural Unions (SACAU), Network 
of Farmers Organizations and Agri-cultural 
Producers of West Africa (ROPPA).

 
 During such engagements, challenges and 

opportunities for increasing availability of 
quality seeds of food crops of specific regions 
are discussed and way forward recommended.

ii. Grain and Legume Growers
 Maize, millets, teff, rice, wheat, bean, cowpea, 

garden peas, groundnuts and soybeans are 
important food crops in Africa. AFSTA has good 
working relationship with key players in these 
crops, to identify bottlenecks restricting quality 
seed to farmers and the crops off takers need. 

 AFSTA continues to engage with Eastern Africa 
Grain Growers (EAGC), Agricultural Universities, 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural 
Research (CGIAR); ICRISAT, CIMMYT,   World 
Vegetable Centre and others.

iii. Service Providers
 There are a diverse service providers interlinked 

to the seed industry, among them human nutrition, 
health, environment, fertilizer, agrochemical, 
NGOs, Civil Societies, etc. AFSTA enter 
dialogues with the service providers to address 
pertinent issues with impact on seed production 
towards sustainable agriculture and food security 
in Africa.

The author is the technical officer at AFSTA

Asian delegates at the Congress
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African Indigenous Vegetables 
(AIVs) are making a comeback to 
the dinner table in East Africa, after 
being shunned for many years.
As kales, cabbage, carrots and 
other exotic vegetables took over 
Kenyans and other east African 
nations’ dinner tables the erstwhile 
indigenous African vegetables 
disappeared. Traditionally AIVs 
were part of the daily meal and 
taken from kitchen gardens or just 
collected in the wild.
Ruth Githiga and Emma Oketch, 
two PhD students outline the re-
emergence of local vegetables 
in their “Policy Brief: Closing 
the productivity gap in African 
indigenous vegetable value chain 
by embedding gender”.

“During colonial time, exotic 
vegetables were introduced in the 
country, making local vegetables 
to loss their prominence to become 
the ‘poor man’s food,” the paper 
stated.

During an international conference 
held in Kenya in December 2018 
findings of a five year project 
were disseminated. The research 
program funded by the German 
Government is called GlobE - 
Research for global food supply. It 
involved research in Kenya, Ghana, 
Nigeria, Uganda, Tanzania, 
Rwanda, Burkina Faso, Cameroon 
and Mali. The representative of the 
Ministry of Research and Education, 
Dr Klaus-Peter Michel, is concerned 
that, “in the face of malnutrition, 
famines and climate change, the 
consortia aimed to not only secure 
and stabilize food supply in Africa, 
but also, ideally, to enhance the 
situation.”

Michel said a total of USD57m  was 
spent in the period of the research 
program which brought together 
over 100 scientists with additionally 

USD3m availed for “German-Africa 
cooperation in education, science 
and research.” Some research  
initiatives included research and 
development of African indigenous 
vegetables, such as amaranth, 
spiderplant, African night shade, 
pumpkins or cowpea leaves. During 
the meeting, researchers shared 
data on how to profitably plant, add 
value, sell and consume African 
Indigenous Vegetables. One of 
the project was the HORTINLEA 
that worked in Kenya with several 
universities. HORTINLEA stands 
for Horticultural Innovation and 
Learning for Improved Nutrition and 
Livelihood in East Africa. 

Dr. Arnold Opiyo, a senior 
researcher from Egerton University 
in Kenya’s Rift Valley, said that the 
work done by researchers in the 
region contributed to a boost in 
indigenous vegetables farming. 
He also noted that one promising 
strategy is to sell the vegetables 
through farmer groups in order to 
increase the sales.  

Anne Aswami, a PhD. student 
from Jomo Kenyatta University of 
Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT) 
near Nairobi, worked with women 
from Kakamega county in western 
Kenya to show how the crops could 
be cooked by using peanut butter. 
Farmers could also benefit from 
value addition by selling AIVs in 
five star hotels in the country.

“Unlike exotic vegetables which 
can be eaten raw or in salad, the 
African ones must be cooked. We 
have worked ways in retaining their 
nutritional value in best cooking 
recipes gleaned from several 
communities which will be published 
and shared globally,” Aswami said.
According to research, the 
consumption of African Indigenous 
Vegetables has increased in urban 

areas, one of the reason is their 
high nutritive value, as it contains 
more protein and micronutrients 
than common kales. Among the 
biggest challenges that AIV farmers 
are facing is getting certified seeds 
in their farms.

“The greatest challenge by AIV 
farmers is how to get seeds. Investors 
should make use of national and 
county development forums to 
scale up production and to open 
industries and policies targeting this 
sector,” Nakuru county Agriculture 
Executive Immaculate Maina says.
Marco Wopereis, Director General 
of the World Vegetable Center 
(WorldVeg), says the problem 
of access to seed of traditional 
vegetables is being addressed 
partly through the WorldVeg seed 
kits. “The kits contain seed of 
amaranth, African eggplant, spider 
plant, African nightshade and other 
traditional vegetables, as well as 
tomato and pepper seed,” he said. 
From 2013 to 2017, WorldVeg 
distributed more than 42,000 seed 
kits with over 183,000 seed samples 
to smallholder farmers in Tanzania, 
Kenya and Uganda. WorldVeg has 
Africa offices in Arusha, Tanzania; 
Bamako, Mali; and Cotonou, Benin, 
and works with partners in the 
public and private seed sector on 
germplasm selection and breeding 
to strengthen both formal and local 
seed systems.

According to the Kenya Micro-
Nutrient Survey of 2011 investing 
in nutrition increases the GDP by 
2-3 per cent; a clear economic 
advantage given that today 25.8 
per cent of the population being 
malnourished.
The country loses USD 289m 
annually over vitamin and mineral 
deficiencies which can by tackled 
by AIVs the micro-nutrient report 
states.

Return of Indigenous African Vegetables
to the dinner table

By Manuel Odeny and Faith Cherono | manuelodeny@gmail.com and faith.tanui@gmail.com
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Limagrain Africa

Limagrain Africa. Supporting African agriculture with high performance LG branded seeds 
for Maize, Soybean and Sunflowers.

Limagrain is proud to share its world class 
expertise in research, quality and stewardship 
with the LG brand in Africa. Since its creation in 
1965, the LG brand of seeds has become one of 
the few truly global seed brands encompassing 
all major crops across 5 continents. 

Limagrain Africa supports passionately the 
development of agriculture throughout the 
continent of Africa for all farmers, be they large 

or small, through its solid partnership with Seed 
Co and via its company Link Seed.

We are very proud to share the benefits of 
LG branded seeds for Maize, Soybean and 
Sunflowers to our African customers. We would 
like to invite you work in partnership with us 
on our exciting  journey in growing African 
Agriculture.
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Why Seed companies should help 
transform African agriculture

By Special Correspondent 

Africa has 65 per cent of the world’s 
arable lands that are yet to be cultivated. 
If cultivated, it could feed over 9 billion 
people, more than the world’s population. 
Yet, it has one-third of the world’s underfed 
population. By 2030, its agri-business 
potential would be US $1 trillion, but this 
will be only because of being the world’s 
only continent to be a net food importer.

While Africa has other pressing 
developmental challenges such as 
malnourishment, growing health burden 
and the threat of climate change, the 
continent spends the most on importing food, 
which otherwise could have been spent in 
such programmes. Moreover, the continent 
will have the world’s largest population in 
a few years; it already records the fastest 
population growth. For a continent where 
agriculture still employs the most, it is no 
more an existential contradiction, but a real 
threat to a decent existence.

For more than three decades the continent 
has been a net importer of agricultural 
products. But what is stifling is the change in 
the nature of food imports. The continent has 
been importing basic foodstuffs such as dairy 
products, edible oils and cereals, implying 
that food imports have become increasingly 
important to ensure food security.

In the continent’s most densely populated 
region—the Sub-Saharan Africa (ssa)—
40 to 60 per cent of smallholder farmers 
are absolute buyers of staple foods. They 
spend more on food than they earn from 
selling agricultural produce.

Growing imbalance 
But it was not always like this. In 1980, 
despite Frankenstein famines that 
killed thousands and near non-existent 
resource in many countries to spend on 
human goods, Africa reported a near 
balanced agricultural trade. The continent 
imported and exported the same worth of 
agricultural produce—the food import bill 
was US $14 billion. But that was also the 
last time the continent witnessed a healthy 
trade scenario.

At present, Africa spends US $35 billion 
a year on imports of agricultural produce, 
while exports are negligible. The share of 
intra-African trade is less than 5 per cent. By 
2050, the African population is expected to 
be about 2 billion. To feed this population, 
and going by the current import trend, the 
food import bill would be US $110 billion 
in 2025. 

Various regions of the continent are 
emerging as the world’s biggest food 
importers. West Africa, for instance, 
imports 20 per cent of the world’s total 
rice. Or take Nigeria. While domestic 
production of rice has stagnated at 28 kg 
per capita since 1990, consumption has 
nearly tripled in this period. It now spends 
more than US $2 billion annually on rice 
imports.

While export growth has not been as 
high as expected, the value of agricultural 
imports has increased five times since 
1998. “But  Africa cannot eat potential,” 
says Akinwumi Adesina, the president 
of the African Development Bank and 
Nigeria’s former agriculture and rural 
development minister.  “What Africa does 
with agriculture is going to determine the 
future of food in the world,” he says. 

Close to 70 per cent of countries in 
Africa are net food importers

Surviving on 
IMPORTS

W E S T 
A F R I C A

N O R T H 
A F R I C A

Africa's import story | Cereals account for the bulk of Africa's agriculture  imports

West Africa
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Close to 70 per cent of countries in 
Africa are net food importers

Surviving on 
IMPORTS

W E S T 
A F R I C A

N O R T H 
A F R I C A

Africa's import story | Cereals account for the bulk of Africa's agriculture  imports

West Africa

Import dependency 
ratio (2012)

Increase  
from 1980436 91%

C E R E A L SA G R I C U L T U R A L

17,423\366% 7,071\486%
13,051\222% 164\1,371%

 Total agricultural imports in 2012 (billion US $) \ increase from 1980
Total agricultural exports in 2012 (billion US $) \ increase from 1980
 Total cereals imports in 2012 (billion US $) \ increase from 1980
 Total cereals exports in 2012 (billion US $) \ increase from 1980

* Import dependency ratio shows the extent of dependency on imports in relation to an area's domestic consumption. It is calculated by imports x 100/(production + imports - exports)
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Contradictions within
Africa remains a predominantly agrarian 
economy. The average contribution of 
agriculture to the national economy of an 
African country has been about 30 per cent 
since the 1980s. The poorest countries of 
the continent are importing the least, even 
though they are net food importers. This has 
ramifications for the continent’s poor.

For example, a comparatively richer 
country like Nigeria with oil wealth 
reported the highest per capita food 
import of US $185 annually between 
2000 and 2005 on an average. 

On the other hand, a poor country in sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA) had a per capita 
annual import of US $17 annually.

But the difference between these two 
scenarios is that in Nigeria’s case, the 
government had the resource to pay for 
the import through revenue from exporting 
oil, but in countries in SSA, governments 
don’t have the capacity to pay for the 
import bill. So parts of the continent 
with the poorest population have been 
witnessing uncertain food availability. 

The pessimists believe that the continent, 
particularly countries in Sub Saharan 
Africa (SSA), will find it more difficult to 
attain food self-sufficiency. So, the import 
will continue in greater volumes, further 
draining the state exchequers. It will be a 
vicious circle for the rural population who 
will suffer the most due to the continent’s 
inability to produce more food. 

And, the result: the much-feared slide on 
the path to dependency, unemployment, 
rural exodus and desertification, leading 
to famine. As we know conflicts just need 
these type of triggers.

Even though there are reports from 10 
countries that indicate a revival of policy 
interest in agriculture, what is worrying is 
that the crisis needs immediate action. This 
is because food imports and the general 
decline of the domestic agriculture are 
having disastrous impacts.

Africa is predominantly a rural continent. 
Unlike other continents, Africa will have 
60 per cent more rural population in 2050 
than now. The rural population of Africa is 
already more than 500 million, 80 per cent 
of them living in poverty. Rural population 
depends on agriculture for survival. Even 
though Africa is witnessing fast economic 
growth, there seems to be no proportionate 
impact on poverty reduction. Countries like 
Ethiopia and Zambia, for instance, outpace 
India and China in economic growth. It 
is clear now that without growth in the 
agriculture sector, pure economic growth 
doesn’t have the capacity to turnaround 
the situation for the people. Agricultural 
growth is way behind services and 
industrial sector in term of growth. During 
2000-09, per capita agricultural income 
reported less than 1 per cent of annual 
growth. Besides, more people mean more 
quantity of food for consumption. But 
without a productive local agriculture, the 
prohibitive import bill would surely lead 
to a serious scarcity of food. 

There is another aspect to this crisis. 
Africa’s urban population is also 
increasing and the urban Africans are 
vociferous consumers due to better 
economic conditions. This demand 
will add to the already increasing food 
demand from rural areas. In fact, a 
significant percentage of imported food is 
consumed by the urban population. But 
as UN data point out, there were three 
African farmers for every urban dweller in 
1990, but in 2020, one fulltime African 
farmer will be expected to feed two urban 
dwellers.
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Projections by the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (oecd-fao) on Africa’s 
consumption and production of high 
value commodities over the period 2011 
to 2023 indicate that an increasing share 
of the region’s growing demand for high 
value food products associated with rising 
consumer incomes will be met by imports.

Agriculture has another crucial role to 
play in this continent. The continent needs 
to revive agriculture to provide livelihood 
to the booming young population.  
According to the FAO, agriculture still 
accounts for 58 per cent of Africa’s 
economically active population.In 
countries such as Burkina Faso, Guinea, 
Mozambique, Niger and Rwanda, 
agriculture provides employment to 
over 80 per cent of the population. 
More than 60 per cent of the continent’s 
population is under the age of 25. Some 
220 million young people will join the 
workforce between now and 2035 in 
SSA. According to projections by UN’s 
Economic Commission for Africa, wage 
jobs can absorb up to 25 per cent of 
them. This leaves farming and related self 
employment to absorb the employment 
needs for at least 70 per cent of young 
Africans entering the labour force (more 
than half of whom live in rural areas) till 
at least 2030, says the estimate. 

Extent of degradation.
Africa’s agriculture is a victim of both 
environmental degradation and a lack of 
political will. The continent is witnessing 
land fragmentation due to population rise 
and rising dependence on farming due 
to lack of other economic opportunities. 
Though there are visible signs that small 
farmers are responding to this situation by 
increasing cropping intensity, but this is 
also limited to a few high-yielding varieties, 
leaving no time to take up activities like 
crop rotation to increase soil fertility.

It is estimated that 65 per cent of the 
arable land in ssa is already degraded. 
This costs farmers about US $68 million 
annually due to loss in income.  According 
to the Montpellier Panel, a group of 
African and European experts from the 
fields of agriculture, trade, ecology and 
global development which was chaired 
by Gordon Conway of Imperial College, 
London, the economic loss due to soil 
degradation impacts 180 million people, 
mostly smallholder farmers who are now 
depending on imported food.

Africa is already battling the impacts of 
climate change. According to a report by 
the Montpellier Panel, mean temperatures 
in Africa will rise faster than the global 
average, and agricultural losses will 

amount to 2 to 7 per cent of gdp by 2100. 
“By 2050, hunger and child malnutrition 
could increase by as much as 20 per 
cent as a result of climate change, 
reversing the gains achieved through the 
Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 
process whilst jeopardising the success 
of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGS),” says the panel’s report. 

Low investment in agriculture is a key 
bottleneck. Development and distribution 
of improved seeds, fertilisers, insecticides, 
improved extension service delivery and 
market infrastructure require capital 
investments. Walter Sandow Alhassan, 
director, Biotechnology and Stewardship 
for Sustainable Agriculture in Africa 
(BSSA), says a Green Revolution like that 
in Asia offers a dramatic increase in food 

production through the introduction of 
high-yielding seeds, insecticides, fertilisers, 
farmer credit and irrigation facilities. Farm 
yields are still low, at about 23 per cent of 
global levels. 

Agricultural productivity in Africa 
is growing at about half the rate of 
population growth. This is largely due to 
the continued low modern input supply—
seeds, fertilisers, insecticides, continued 
reliance on rain-fed agriculture—and less 
exposure to new management practices. 

States in Action.
In 2003, a definitive step was taken to 
start a Green Revolution in Africa with the 
adaptation of the Maputo Declaration.

Africa's farm sector has been unable  
to feed its ever-growing population  
due to rapid land degradation and  
limited irrigation  
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The declaration calls for a minimum 
investment of 10 per cent of the annual 
budget into agriculture and rural 
development, and a target of 6 per cent 
agricultural growth. The Comprehensive 
Africa Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) is Africa’s framework 
to transform the agricultural sector under 
the declaration. A number of initiatives 
put into place by development partners 
have helped considerably. These include 
the constitution of the African Agricultural 
Technology Foundation (aatf) in 2003, 
Alliance of Green Revolution in Africa 
(AGRA) in 2006 and the Drought Tolerant 
Maize for Africa (DTMA) programme in 
2012. 

These initiatives did revive interest in 
agriculture. 

But after 14 years, only a handful 
of countries— Ghana, Ethiopia and 
Burkina Faso—have made the 6 per 
cent agricultural growth target made 
under the Maputo Declaration. “In most 
African countries, progress has not been 
remarkable as evidenced by the huge 
portions of national budgets spent on 
food imports,” adds Alhassan.

Together, NEPAD and CAADP represent 
a departure from externally-driven 
development strategies and programmes 
characterised by shifting priorities and the 
absence of the necessary consistency and 
continuity to produce solid results. 

CAADP is not a “one-size-fits-all” plan, 
but a strategic framework that provides 
a set of shared principles, targets 
and operational milestones to guide 
programme planning and implementation 
by country governments, regional 
economic communities (recs), and other 
stakeholder groups.

Barring a few exceptions, African countries 
and RECs have embraced the agenda. 
Major innovations of CAADP include the 
practice of evidence-based policy and 
programme planning and implementation 
linked to mutual accountability through 
peer review, benchmarking and mutual 
learning.  The 2014, Malabo Declaration 
significantly expanded CAADP’S agenda 
in terms of thematic coverage and mutual 
accountability requirements. In the 
declaration, African Union (AU) Heads 
of State incorporated issues dealing with 
reducing child undernutrition, post-harvest 
losses and vulnerabilities of livelihoods, 
and reaffirmed their commitment to 
mutual accountability by calling for a 
continental agricultural biennial review 
to assess progress on commitments. With 
the CAADP implementation agenda now 
in its second decade, work is underway to 
incorporate commitments of the Malabo 
Declaration into CAADP planning, 
implementation and review, dialogue and 
the mutual accountability processes.    

This article was first published by 
Down To Earth Magazine and can 
be accessed at
www.downtoearth.org.in
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Nutrition matters: Women in Muhoza Village 
of Nyarugenge District in Kigali City, Rwanda 
wait to be served with balanced diet ratios 
at a village nutrition school. Africa needs to 
revive agriculture to provide livelihood to her 
people.
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P.O. Box 37225 Unit 2 Lusaka - Zambia
+260 950 477 651
info.zambia@syova.com

Rwanda
92, KN 1 Road, Avenue Nyabugogo, Kigali Rwanda
P.O. Box 873 Kigali - Rwanda
+250 789 920 635
info.rwanda@easeed.com

East African Seed Co. Ltd.

www.easeed.com

Cabbage - Fanaka F1

• A high yielding variety for
all markets.

• Excellent heat tolerance
and widely adaptable.

• Good field holding capacity and 
intermediate resistant to 

fusarium yellows.

Watermelon Sukari F1
• Widely adapted with
excellent fruit setting.

• Harvesting starts at 72 – 85 
days of sowing.

• Fruits are oblong in shape with
average weight of 7-12 Kgs

Tomato - Bawito F1

• Vigorous semi
determinate hybrid.

• Very high tolerances to Bacterial 
wilt, Fusarium wilt and TYLCV.

• Heavy feeder for long 
harvesting periods.

Onion - Red Sanga F1

• Mid early short day variety.
• Tolerance to Downy mildew,

purple blotch and pink root 
diseases.

• High yield potential:
25 tons/acre.

Hodari (MH 501)

• Medium altitude variety.
• Widely adapted superior

hybrid with outstanding yields.
• Highly tolerant to GLS, Rust, MSV 
& leaf blights. Has good cob cover 

that protects against ear rots.

Angaza (KMR 11)
Is a sugar bean. Determinate

plant with an average height of 
35-40cm.

Matures in 80-84 days; yield 8-12 bags
per acre. 

Contains high content of iron, zinc, 
protein, calcium and fibre.

Green Gram N26
• Has a determinate growth.

• Pods are black and contain
shiny green grains.

• Matures in 60-65 days after sowing.
• Potential yields range from

500 – 600kgs per acre.

Faida (KMR 13)
A semi-climber (has tendrils)

plant with an average height of
35-40cm.

Matures in 84-85 days.
Contains high content of iron, zinc,

protein, calcium, important vitamins
 and fibre.

Vegimax

• Supplies essential plant
nutrients to all crops.

• Improves yield, quality 
and appearance

• Safe and environmentally 
friendly.

Quality seeds for the next generation

EASEED An Integrated Solution Provider for plant protection

I n n o v a t i o n  •  V a l u e  •  P r o g r e s s
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Bees driving Alfalfa seed production
in Africa 

By Muo Kasina I Muo.Kasina@kalro.org

Bees are a diverse group of insects. 
They comprise of those that make 
honey and those that don’t; those 
that live in colonies and those that 
live singly. They are very important 
in seed crop production across the 
globe. However, seed merchants 
in Africa seem not to invest in 
pollination management for their 
seed crop. This is in contrast to 
their counterparts in western world 
where pollination management is a 
major budgetary line in seed crop 
production.

Take for example the alfalfa or 
lucerne, which is an important hay 
crop particularly for dairy farming and 
ranching. In Kenya, and most African 
countries, Alfalfa seeds are imported. 
The seed merchants have submitt that 
it is not easy to grow alfalfa seed crop 
due to poor seed yields. 

Between 1900-1930s, Alfalfa 
seed production in the United 
States of America was facing 
production challenges even with 
recommendations for use of honey 
bees to help in pollination. At 
certain periods, honey bees were 
banned from alfalfa seed crops, 
because there was evidence that  
honey bees were not pollinating but 
rather destroying the crop. 

Like most legumes, the flower 
morphology (form) of Alfalfa is 
restrictive to most small bees, 
including honey bees. 

When bees step on the flower, 
the stigma pops out of the keel of 
the petal and hits the bee in the 
head, which makes honey bees 
avoid stepping into the flower but 
rather circumvent this behavior 
by accessing the nectar from the 
sides, which then does not allow for 
pollination to take effect. This is the 
main reason why honey bees were 
thought to be causing injuries and 
losses to Alfalfa.

Leaf cutting bees (Megachile 
species) are efficient pollinators of 
alfalfa and are credited with high 
seed productivity. Seed merchant 
in USA have mastered the art of 
keeping these bees, which do 
not make honey and live solitary 
life, unlike honey bees that live in 
colonies and are easier to deploy 
for pollination. 

The African seed merchants on the 
other hand mainly rely on feral 
bees and particularly honey bees 
to deliver pollination in their seed 
crops. As such, pollination is rarely 
efficient and many can attest to 
production losses even though this 
is sometime compensated through 
inflated seed pricing.

For long, farmers rely on natural 
environments in Africa to deliver 
pollination services.

However, this is becoming untenable 
due to increased land fragmentation 
and degradation and inability to 
conserve pollinators.

Alfalfa seed farming in Africa 
stands a chance for greater 
performance if seed merchants 
adopt best pollination management 
practices that enhance presence of 
the solitary leafcutting bees in their 
seed crop as well as include honey 
bees into the production systems. 
Usually 1-10 colonies (hives) of 
honey bees are reportedly sufficient 
per acre of alfalfa crop. Usually 
more than one pollinator type is 
great for pollination performance. It 
enhances competition, which results 
to better pollination efficiency. 

Kenya, and mostly African countries, 
have diversity of leaf cutter bees 
that can be bred to offer pollination 
service together with honey bees. 
The use of these different bees to 
pollinate crops will enhance their 
agricultural and environmental 
value.

The author, a bee and pollination 
expert, is a principal research 
scientist at Kenya Agricultural and 
Livestock Research Organization, 
Kenya.
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The private sector, governments and 
the development community are all 
converging on the need of a broader 
drive towards inclusive agricultural 
transformation (IAT). 

Countries position agriculture as 
the engine for achieving food 
security, employment, economic 
growth, industrialization and wealth 
creation, including smallholder 
farmers, especially women. This is 
pivotal for rapid poverty reduction. 
Innovations can help smallholder 
farmers leapfrog many systemic 
constraints they face in raising farm 
productivity and incomes.

Digitally-enabled technologies, 
services, and platforms can provide 
farmers with diagnostics on soil 
health and crop nutrition, access to 
financial services and markets.

When integrated, these system 
innovations are poised to provide 
public and private sector partners 
with necessary insights to optimize 
product and service offerings in 
support of smallholder farming. 

Why Digital Farmer Services?
There is strong evidence that crop 
production cannot be sufficiently 
increased to the levels needed 
to sustain food security without 
integrating soil nutrients in form of 
mineral fertilizers.

This is especially true for the highly-
weathered, nutrient-depleted soils 
of SSA. The seed industry, whose 
main contribution to the productivity 
equation is climate - resilient 
germplasm, should find ways to 
make it integral to their success. 
Smallholder farmers are numerous, 
geographically dispersed, and 
served by poor road and transport 
infrastructure.

Similarly, conventional ways of 
reaching smallholder farmers 

through under-funded, ill-
equipped, public extension service 
is prohibitively expensive, as 
many governments’ budgetary 
allocations to agriculture is a paltry 
3-5% of national spent. Further, 
private-sector enterprises that offer 
agricultural finance, and produce 
market services have limited 
information about the quantity and 
quality of demand and supply. 
Consequently, smallholder farmers 
are systematically excluded from 
essential services. 

On the brighter side, proliferation 
of digital technologies and rapid 
penetration of mobile phones 
in SSA, coupled with advances 
in cloud computing, remote 
sensing, machine learning, 
artificial intelligence and data 
analytics, have created significant 
opportunities for agricultural 
transformation. 

Developing and delivering digitally-
enabled farmer services on a broad 
scale is a major focus currently. 

Key services to transform 
agriculture
Soil health and agronomy
SSA has not paid much attention 
to soil health till now. Soil health is 
the capacity of soils to sustainably 
support crop and livestock 
production. If we were to start 
agriculture on a new planet, we 
would start with understanding its 
soil health aspects, before deciding 
on what crops to grow. 

While improved seed offers 
additional yield potential, realizing 
the potential requires farmers to 
adopt improved crop management 
practices and, greater use of inputs 
like fertilizers. Soil health and 
agronomy information and data is 
critical to solve farm and systems 
level barriers.

At farm level, low productivity, 
low profitability, slow progress in 
yields and large yield gaps are 
all symptoms of weak soil health 
systems and services. 

Digitally - enabled tools and 
methodologies have reduced the cost 
of collecting, preparing and analyzing 
soil samples by about 90%.

India is figuring out how big data 
through multiple partners can 
address many soil health challenges. 
An exemplar is Aadhaar (Indian ID 
System), a paradigm shift, which 
re-imagined what a country can do 
with an ID system at scale — from 
targeting government subsidies to 
driving start-up business models. 

Aadhaar is today ubiquitous, 
transforming service delivery and 
spurring innovation.  In soil health, re-
imagining how to structure and use 
the vast repositories of agriculture-
related data that currently reside 
within silos — soil, rainfall, cropping 
patterns, temperature, irrigation, is 
the way to go. 

Agricultural advisory services
Smallholder farmers need 
information, knowledge and skills 
to increase productivity and grow 
their farms into thriving enterprises. 
Countries face challenges in 
providing smallholder-relevant 
content; delivering services cost-
efficiently, particularly when relying 
solely on human extension workers.

The Big Read
Digital technology poised to change

practice of agriculture in Africa 
By Enock Chikava | Enock.Chikava@gatesfoundation.org
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We believe, digital technology 
can address systemic issues of 
content, cost, and capacity. 1) 
Content - providing customized, 
timely, actionable, information and 
knowledge for smallholders; and 
2) Platforms - delivering improved 
content through digital platforms. This, 
with linkages to farmer-facing delivery 
channels, including integrated voice 
response (IVR), SMS (short message 
service), and radio is happening. We 
believe, to achieve scale, a big focus 
should be on improving public sector 
services through partnerships with 
private sector agri-techs.

The success of Digital Green, a social 
enterprise in India and Ethiopia, with 
a mixed-mode of technology-enabled 
extension, supported by on-the-
ground presence, offers significant 
gains to smallholder productivity 
and incomes can be achieved at 
drastically lower unit costs.

Inclusive agricultural finance
When farmers have access to 
productivity enhancing inputs (seed, 
fertilizers) and have agronomic 
knowledge on how to maximize 
or optimize productivity, they run 
into working capital challenges. 
For example, a package of climate-
smart seed, appropriate fertilizer 
blend and agronomic knowledge, 
costs at least $500/ha. To effectively 
address this challenge, faced by 
over 400 million smallholder farmers 
in the world, deeply understanding 
and assessing the key farmer risks 
(individual, production, market) 
is critical. Smallholder farmers 
are a big risk to the providers/
suppliers of agricultural finance. 

We believe in the power of digital 
innovation to scale de-risking and 
financing mechanisms, platforms 
and partnerships that address the 
funding gap. While there is initial 
promise with some early-stage digital 
platform pilots in Kenya and India, 
inherent costs related to setting up 
digital infrastructure, data acquisition 
to profile potential clients, legal/
regulatory impediments, require 
collective action by governments, 
public and private players. 

Smart farming
Agricultural transformation means 
changing from subsistence farming to 
farming as a business. Farming as a 
business means farmers should have 
tools, products, insights, knowledge 
to make effective seasonal production 
and marketing decisions and how to 
continuously adapt and thrive, in the 
face of increasing challenges duet 
to climate change and market risks. 
This is what we call smart farming. It 
is delivering bundles of reasonably 
customized service offerings e.g. 
finance and market linkages, as 
well as production intelligence for 
local/regional farming contexts. 
These services demand access 
to greater amounts of contextual 
data, modeling and predictive 
analysis to address, for example, 
farm-level management concerns 
such as crop selection and planting 
recommendations, irrigation and 
nutrient application scheduling, and 
crop yield forecasting. 

This can only be sustainably 
delivered on a fee-for-service, 
subscription basis or subsidized in 
a way.

The revenue-earning potential 
has spawned a great deal of 
innovation and experimentation by 
the private sector but sustainable 
business models that extend to 
smallholder clients need further 
work. In the developed world, it 
is called precision agriculture, for 
small holder farmers, we talk about 
decision agriculture. In other words, 
what is the minimum information, 
knowledge, market insights, access 
to capital necessary for smallholder 
farmers to be successful sustainably? 
This is possible through integrating 
the digitally enabled tools and 
platforms into solution-focused, 
bundled services that support timely 
management and operational 
decisions by farmers as well as the 
input delivery systems that support 
them, including digitally-enabled 
agricultural advisory systems.

Conclusion
We believe that with the right mix 
of investments and strong political 
support, smallholder farmers in 
SSA can be the agents of economic 
progress that help their countries 
overcome multiple challenges. When 
this happens, small holder farmers 
become sustainable customers of the 
input industry and reliable suppliers 
of agribusiness and food processors. 
That’s why we believe in the power 
of digital farmer services to catalyze 
and sustain inclusive agricultural 
transformation.

The author, a former President 
of AFSTA, is the Deputy Director,  
Agricultural Development, Global 
Development at Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation

Illustration of how these services come together digitally. Photo: Author
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As a Kenyan small holder farmer 
and farmer leader, I speak on 
behalf of my colleagues when I say 
we feel disregarded by our leaders 
except during campaign times when 
they need our votes! On numerous 
occasions, we have called on the 
government to lift the GM ban, but 
to no avail.

Sadly, we continue being left behind 
by farmers in other parts of the 
world who have access to modern 
biotechnology tools. This became 
very real to me after visiting cotton 
farmers in India during a Bt cotton 
seeing-is-believing study tour. To 
say the least, the study tour was a 
big eye opener for me. From my 
interactions with farmers planting Bt 
cotton, I was amazed to learn how 
much they are benefiting from this 
technology, and how far behind 
farmers in Kenya are! Leaving 
me to wonder – how does our 
government expects us to contribute 
to the Big Four Agenda under such 
circumstances?

Truth be told
There’s no shortage of myths on 
modern biotechnology, especially in 
the grassroots. We have been led to 
believe that biotech crops will harm 
us. More specifically, in the case 
of India, stories of farmer suicides, 
linked to Bt cotton, have circulated 
through various platforms, causing 
anger, fear and panic among 
farming families and the public at 
large.

However, from my experience, 
I can testify that these are just 
mere falsehoods and could not be 
further from the truth! For instance, 
during our visit to various farmers’ 
fields in Aurangabad, central 
India, where suicide cases are 
purported to be rampant, I had 
the pleasure of meeting with very 
progressive farmers who narrated 
positive stories of how Bt cotton 
had increased their income and 
improved their livelihood.

The safety concerns surrounding 
Bt technology are not based on 
facts, but driven by fear! In India, 
processing of seed oil and cake 
for animal feed is big business. Oil 
from Bt cotton contributes to around 
20% of the country’s total edible oil 
and sells at a premium price. We 
learnt that safety issues of cotton oil 
and cake in India are more about 
a substance produced by the cotton 
plant called gossypol, than whether 
the cotton is Bt or not! Farmers 
narrated of improved health 
benefits due to reduced number 
sprays, from 12 to 3 applications 
per season. This they said, was also 
increasing their returns as it resulted 
in less inputs.

I was keen to find out if farmers had 
challenges accessing seed, as is 
commonly alleged. I found that this 
is not a challenge whatsoever.

FARMER SPEAK
GM: Give Kenyan farmers a chance

By Daniel Mugo Magondu | danielmagondu@gmail.com
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From left: Mr. Mugo Magondu, Mr. Hezekiah Bunde Okeyo – Director-Agro processing Ministry of Trade, Industry and cooperatives, Nehemiah 
Ngetich – Biosafety Officer, Dr. Margaret Karembu – Director ISAAA AfriCenter and Trade, Industry and Cooperatives PS Ms. Betty Maina, 

admiring Bt cotton crops in farmers fields in India
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In fact, I came across very 
knowledgeable small-scale farmers, 
in Telangana State, in southern 
India, with vast experience on 
hybrid seed production, thanks 
to local participatory breeding 
programs. Various seed companies 
offer farmers a variety of hybrids 
with different characteristics, 
expanding their choice of seed.

Call to Action
The world is moving on 
and using biotechnology to 
revolutionize farming. We 
Kenyan farmers are getting 
left behind, meaning we 
cannot compete with 
farmers from countries like 
India. Ninety three percent 
of the cotton in India is Bt cotton, 
with 7.5 million small holder farmers 
planting it on about 11.4 million 
hectares. This is a key contributor to 
the country’s leading position as the 
largest cotton producer, globally.

To propel Kenya to this level, 
our government needs to borrow 
heavily from India, and start by 
lifting the GM ban so that we can 
exploit the cotton oil and seed-cake 
business. 

We need to think beyond just reviving 
the textile industry, and exploit 
other areas where this important 
cash crop can benefit us and the 
country. In addition, Bt cotton will 
create jobs for our children and 
help us revive our ginneries, which 
were once a source of income for 
many farming families, but are now 
lying dormant, due to lack of raw 
materials. 

From what we learnt, the AGOA 
market could soon slip through our 
hands if we do not meet local raw 
material demand. Our government 
must put all efforts to safe guard this 
important trade agreement.

It was evident that government 
support for cotton farmers played 
a big role towards the success we 
witnessed in India. For instance, 
farmers who wish to irrigate their 
cotton fields are provided with a 
30% subsidy by the government 

for drip irrigation, and construction 
of water harvest points for those who 
wish to harvest water during monsoon 
seasons. This is in addition to 
exempting farmers from paying taxes. 

In terms of market channels for 
cotton produce, Indian government 
has set minimum price to protect 
farmers and ensure they break 
even. These government-led efforts 

have motivated farmers 
to plant sizeable areas of 
cotton. Our leaders must 
step in and support us if we 
are to realize India’s level 
of success, and contribute 
towards the Big Four 
agenda.

We are ready to work. Our lands 
are set, awaiting an opportunity to 
plant Bt cotton and revive the once 
thriving textile industry. But our 
leaders must be led by facts and be 
bold enough to put the right policies 
in place. They need to give us a 
chance.

The author is the chairman, Society 
for Biotech Farming of Kenya 
(SOBIFAK)

http://africenter.isaaa.org/lift-gm-
ban-give-kenyan-farmers-chance/ 

Kenyan Delegation in a Bt cotton field in Aurangabad, central India, during the study tour
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We need to think beyond just reviving 
the textile industry, and exploit other 
areas where this important cash crop 

can benefit us and the country.

The African Seed Magazine42
Issue no. 5 March 2019



Picture Speak

WELCOME: 1. Mr. Mohammed Soliman Mohammed, Guest of Honour and past president in an exhibition visit, 
2. A section of delegates from West Africa follow proceedings, 

3. Mr. Riadh Gabsi AFSTA President, gives a speech to close Congress 2018, 
4. A section of the delagates listen attentively to the proceedings of the Congress 2018
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Picture Speak

1.  A section of delegates from Nigeria pose for a photo at the 2018 Congress in Egypt,
2. Mr. Adel Yaseen from Egypt Seed  Industry Association  makes a contribution during the Congress, 

3. South African delegates at the congress, 4. Mr. Pereirra Ngola, of the Lane Trading Company at the congress
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Picture Speak

1. A section of the delegates in Cairo, 2,3,4,5 Exhibition Booths at the 2018 congress in Cairo
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Picture Speak

1, 3, 5,6. Memorable moments of the Cairo Congress 2018, 
2. Mr Raman Sehgal of Misr Hytech Seed, Egypt - third right - receives a certificate for one of the best booths at the Cairo Congress

4. Mr Marcel Kanungwe shows his lifetime certificate as he poses for a photograph with delegates from Zambia,
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Picture Speak

1

3

1,2,3. Memorable moments at the 2018 Congress in Cairo,
4. Mr Denias Zaranyika, immediate past AFSTA president, Mr. Justin Rakotorasaona, Secretary General, AFSTA and Mr Martin Faber of Syngenta 

take a moment to pose for a photo in the Cairo congress.
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PANNAR’s offers the broadest crop portfolio on 
the continent with a diverse line-up of locally adapted 
varieties in each crop that vary in maturity and agronomic 
characteristics. Whatever your management style 
or farm system, we have a perfect fi t for you. 

THE RIGHT CULTIVARS 
FOR THE JOB

Together we farm 
for the future™

TMTMTMTMTMTMTMTMTMTTMTMTMTMMTMTMTMTMMTMTMTMTMMMTMTMTMTMTMTMTTMTTMTMMTMTMTTTMTTMMMTMMTMTMTMTMMTMMMTMTMMTTTTTTMMTMTMTMMTMMTMTMMMTMTMMMTTMMTTTMTTTTMMTTTM

infoserve@pannar.co.za
www.pannar.com
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AFSTA Members
Private seed companies (43 Full members)

Hygrotech International (Pty) Limited
1 Gerhard Braak Street, Pyramid 0120
P.O. Box 17220 – Pretoria North 0116, South Africa
Tel: 27 12 545 0100, Fax: 27 12 545 0099
Email: haberoode@hygrotech.co.za
Contact Person: Mr. Habé Roode (General Manager)

East African Seed Co. Ltd.
P.O. Box 45125 - 00100, Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 20 - 555369/652101-4/       
Email : info@easeed.com    
Website: www.easeed.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Jitu Shah (Managing Director)

Monsanto Kenya Limited
P.O. Box 47686, Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel: +254 730 705 000-004
E-mail: everlyn.musyoka@monsanto.com
Contact Person: Everlyn Musyoka

Kenya Seed Company
P.O. Box 553, Kitale, Kenya
Tel: +254 54 31909-14
Fax: +254 54 31604,30385,31775
Email: info@kenyaseed.co.ke, soi@kenyaseed.co.ke 
Contact Person: Mr. Azariah Soi

Monsanto SA (Pty) Ltd
P.O. Box 78025, Sandton 2416, South Africa
Tel: +27 11 233 7600, Fax: +27 11 233 7669
Email: kobus.steenekamp@monsanto.com
Contact Person: Mr. Kobus Steenekamp
Country Lead.

Monsanto Zambia Ltd
Plot 10103, Mumbwa Road, Lusaka, Zambia
P.O. Box 37131, Lusaka, Zambia
Tel: +260 211 286 451, +260 211 286 453
Email: ndavi.muia@monsanto.com
Contact Person: Ndavi Muia

Pannar Seed (Pty) Limited
P.O. Box 18, Greytown 3250, South Africa
Tel: +27 33 413 1131
Fax: +27 33 413 1261
Email: panseed@pannar.co.za
Contact Person: Mr. Nicholas Goble
(Managing Director)

Monsanto Malawi limited,
Alimaunde Industrial Site, P.O. Box 30050, 
Capital City, Lilongwe 3, Malawi.
Tel: +265 1 710 144, +265 1 710 385
Email: gift.kawamba@monsanto.com
Contact Person: Gift Kawamba

Seed Co International Botswana
P.O. Box 47143 Phakalane, Gaberone, Botswana
Tel: +267 391 1907, Fax: +267 391 1830
Email: deniasza@seedco.co.zw 
Contact Person: Mr. Denias Zaranyika

Pioneer Hi-Bred Seeds Ethiopia
P L C 1134, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Tel: +251 1 510 155, Fax: +251 1 510 155
Email: Worede.Woldemariam@pioneer.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Worede Woldemariam

Simlaw Seeds 
P.O. Box 40042, Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 20 21 50 66/7
Fax: +254 20  33 22 19
Email: info@simlaw.co.ke  and soi@simlaw.co.ke 
Contact Person: Mr. Soi (General Manager)

Pioneer Hi-Bred RSA Pty ltd
4th Floor Outspan Building, 1006 Lenchen Avenue 
North; Centurion. P.O. Box 8010; South Africa
Tel: +27 12 663 4999; Fax: +27 12 663 4974
Email: barbra.muzata@pioneer.com 
Contact Person: Mrs. Barbra Muzuta

TROPICASEM, BP 999 Dakar, Sénégal 
Tel: +221 832 05 05
Fax: +221 832 05 36 
Email: tropicasem@sentoo.sn and
amadou.sarr@tropicasem.sn 
Contact Person: Mr. Amadou Sarr

Starke Ayres (Pty) Ltd
P.O. Box 13339, Northmead, 1511 South Africa
Eppindust 7475 – Cape Town, South Africa
Tel: +27 21 534 3231 +27 (0) 11 748 3585
Fax: 27 21 534 2429
Email: headoffice@starkeayres.co.za
Edelweiss@starkeayres.co.za 
Nereshnee@starkeayres.co.za 
Contact Person: Ms. Edelweiss Smith and
Mrs. Nereshnee Moodley

Klein Karoo seed marketing
P.O. Box 159, Oudtshoorn 6620
Tel: +27 44 272 8223, Fax: +27 44 272 3719
Cell: +27 82 550 8992
Email: lomo@gellman.co.za
Contact Person: Mr. Lomo van Rensburg and Mr. 
Johan Pieterse (jpieterse@seedmarketing.co.za) 

Whitnev Investments t/a Advance Seed
P. O. Box 414, Krugersdorp 1740, South Africa
Tel: +27 11 762 5261; Fax: +27 11 762 4111
Email: seedjhb@iafrica.com and
Brad@advanceseed.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Bradley Lever
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Capstone Seed South Africa (Pty) Ltd South Africa
Tel: +27333304474 
Fax: +27333303252. 
Email: andrew@capstone.co.za
Contact Persons: Mr Andrew Taylor and
Philip Taylor

COTUGRAIN
Lot N°9-Zone Industrielle- Saint Gobain
2014 –Mégrine- Tunis- Tunisie
Tel: +216 71 426 313, Fax : +216 71 426 644
Email: cotugrain@gnet.tn 
Contact Person: Mr. Adel Ghariani

Wienco Ghana
Tel: +233 24 40 00 00
Email: kotey@wienco.com
wienco@wienco.com 
Contact Person: Mr. William Kotey

Misr Hytech Seed INT
2,Nagib Mahfouz st. Nasr City, Cairo Egypt
Tel: +202 22755041/2278509
Fax: +202 22755043
Email: Raman.sehgal@hytechseed.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Raman Sehgal

Semagri, BP 5655 Douala, Cameroun 
Tel : +237 33 47 52 41 Fax: +237 33 47 52 46 
Email: semagri@semagricmr.com alain.kanmegne@
agrivisioncmr.com  
Contact Person : Mr. Alain Bermond Kanmegne

Neema Agricole du Faso (NAFASO)
P.O. Box 3240 Bobo-Dioulasso 01
Bobo-Dioulasso, Burkina Faso 
Tel: +226-20-98-00-65/20-96-63-27
Mobile: +226 70 31 84 25
Email: nafaso@yahoo.fr 
Website: www.nafaso-burkina.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Abdoulaye Sawadogo
General Manager

Zambia Seed Company
P.O. Box 35441 Lusaka Zambia
Tel: +260 211 243762, Fax:+260 211 248028
Email: zamseed@zamnet.zm, seed@zamnet.zm  
Contact Person: Mr. Zack Musonda

Prime Seeds Pvt Ltd – Zimbabwe
318 Hillside Road, Msasa
Harare, Zimbabwe 
Email: office@primeseed.co.zw 
Contact Person: Mr. William Ranby

United Seeds CCP – South Africa
P.O. Box 101385, Moroleta Park, 0044, South Africa
Tel: +27 832308444/ +27 836471146
Fax: +27 865657090
Email:drgaborbarla@gmail.com 
Contact Person: Dr. Barla-Szabo Gabor and
Mr. James Wickens

CIMBRIA East Africa Ltd – Kenya.
Muiri Lane 10, Off Langata Road
P.O. Box 24580 - 00502, Karen – Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 20 891 567 / +254 722 374 329
Fax: +254 020 815 5730
Email: jnielsen@cimbria.co.ke 
Contact Person: Mr. Nielsen Jorgen

Kannar Earth Science Pty Ltd – South Africa
Address: PO Box 4630 Edenvale 1610 South Africa
Tel No. +27 11 372 4700
Fax No. +27 11 372 4710
E-mail: Lyle.Peters@kannar.co.za  
Website: http://www.kannargroup.com 
Contact Persons: Mr. Lyle Peters and
Elsabe Butler: Elsabe.Butler@kannar.co.za

Bayer East Africa – Kenya
Thika Rd / Outering Rd, Ruaraka
P.O. Box 30321 - 00100 GPO, Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 20 8600 301/+33 4 72 85 47 99   
Contact person: Damien Violet & Mathias Mondy
Tel: +254 20 8600 342, Fax: +254 20 8600 010
Mobile: +254 715 407326
E-mail: monicah.john@bayer.com, damien.viollet@
bayer.com, mathias.mondy@bayer.com

The Lane Trading – Commercio Geral
Rua 21 de Janeiro S/N Morro-Bento, Angola
Tel: +244923345297 and +244912509088
Email: pereira2.ngola@gmail.com and
preirangola@yahoo.com.br 
Contact Person: Mr. Pereira Ngola (Director General)

Bayer (Pty) Ltd
Wrench rd 27, Isando 1600, South Africa
P.O. Box 143, Isando 1600, South Africa
Tel: +27 11 921 5252, Fax: +27 11 921 5107
Email: dirk.uys@bayercropscience.com  
Contact Person: Mr. Dirk Uys

MRI Seed Zambia Ltd
Plot No 5255 Mukwa road
P.O. Box 33088 Lusaka Zambia
Tel: +260 211244766; +260977771195
Email: info.mriseed@syngenta.com
Contact Person: Mr. Given Mudenda 

Sakata Southern Africa
P.O. Box 160, Lanseria 1748, South Africa
Tel: 27 11 701 3305 
Fax: +27 11 701 3335
Email: Lindsay.Campleman@sakata-eu.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Lindsay Campleman
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Victoria Seeds Ltd – Rwanda
P.O. Box 3679, Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: +256783 275 660 and +256 722 094 975
Email : jo-seeds@victoriaseeds.com and
skabagenyi@victoriaseeds.com 
Contact Person: Mrs. Sylivia Kabagenyi

Sorghum Solutions Africa (Pty) Ltd
P.O Box 1308, Brackenfell 7561, South Africa
Tel: +27 87 354 5604
info@sorghumafrica.com and
Charles@sorghumafrica.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Charles Miller

Africasia Seed Company Ltd
P.O. BOX 7419, ARUSHA, Tanzania
Tel: +255 683 00 9018
Email: dilipglobal@gmail.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Dilip Gokhale 

SEMAFORT (Semence Fort Afrique)
01 BP 168 Bobo-Dilasso RS 01
Tel : +226 64 07 34 09, +226 57 17 86 86
Email: bruno.tinland@live.be
stecieyada@gmail.com or, stephanie.yada@semafort.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Bruno Tinland and Mrs Stéphanie Yada

AGRO ASTEL Suarl
Adresse: BP 49 OUROSSOGUI SENEGAL
Tel: +2213396610 50 and  +22133776391268
Email: mndiade@orange.sn, agroastel@gmail.com 
Contact Person: Dr Mamadou NDIADE 

Bodor Sarl
Adresse: 51, zone industrielle Berrechid, Maroc
Email: d.morabit@bodormaroc.com;
communication@bodormaroc.com and
s.kasbaoui@bodormaroc.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Driss Morabit, Directeur Général

Maslaha Seeds Limited
Plot 87, Rijia Road, Industrial Estate, Gusau, Zamfara State, 
Nigeria, P.O. Box 63, Gusau
Tel +2348062774866, +234838051923
Email: maslahaseeds@yahoo.co.uk
Contact Person: Managing Director
Sadi Suleiman Dansadau

QauliBasic Seed Company
P.O. Box 28891-00100 Nirobi, Kenya
+254 731 631 118
Email: info@qualibasicseed.com 
wanjiru@qualibasicseed.com, andy@qualibasicseed.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Andy Watt and Wanjiru Njoroge

SEEDS2B Africa LTD
15928-00100 Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 20 271 0590, +254 704 205 856
Email: George.osure@syngenta.com
Contact Person: George Osure

Sahelienne d’Entreprise de Distribution et d’Agro-
Business (SEDAB), P 5361, Dakar – Sénégal
Tel: +221 33 832 56 09
Fax: +221 33 832 27 94
Email: sedabsarl@live.fr and thiamoudou@yahoo.fr
Contact Person: Mr. Modou Thiam

Fine Seeds Int. S.A.E
20 Goal Gamal street, Agouza, Giza, Egypt
Tel: +202 330 500 89
Email: Adel.yaseen@fineseeds.com 
Contact Person: Dr. Adel Yaseen

TOP MOUNTAIN
BP 20889 DAKAR SENEGAL
Tel: +221 77 644 65 12, +221 77 270 28 93 and
+221 33 836 50 77
Email: info@topmountainsn.com; 
gerant@topmountainsn.com and msytop@gmail.com
Contact Person: Mme Mariame Sy Top
DAL Inniovative Agricluture

DAL Innovative Agriculture
Kilo 8 Wad Medani Road
P.O. Box 56, Khartoum, Sudan
Email: sami.adam@dalgroup.com
Tel: +249183216508
Contact Person: Dr. Sami Mohammed Adam

Seed Associations in Africa (full members) 25 Seed Associations 

AMPROSEM
B P 1156, Lot II 4 H Besarety, Antananarivo 
101Madagascar
Tel: +261330704347 or +261340754347
Email: ofmata@moov.mg 
Contact Person:  Mr. Eddy Randrianatsimbazafy

Association des Producteurs Privés des Semences du 
Niger (APPSN) Rue 61 Porte 223 Kouara Kano
P.O. Box 11239, Niamey, Niger
Tel: +227 20 37 44 28
Cell: +227 96 96 20 34, Fax: +227 20 75 23 55
Email: masalifou@yahoo.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Salifou Mahaman
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TASAI PARTNERS

info@tasai.org
http://tasai.org

The African Seed Access Index (TASAI) 
is a seed industry research initiative of 
Market Matters Inc.  (MM Inc.) and Cornell 
University. TASAI aims to encourage African 
governments and other seed industry players to 
create and maintain enabling environments that 
will accelerate the development of a vibrant private 
sector-led seed system serving smallholder farmers.  
It is this enabling environment that TASAI seeks to 
measure, track, and compare across Africa coun-
tries. 

TASAI assesses the status of the seed industry 
value chain through 20 indicators cutting across 
five categories: Research and Development, Industry 
Competitiveness, Policy and Regulations, Institutional 
Support, and Service to Smallholder Farmers.

By mid-2019, TASAI studies will have been 
completed in 21 African countries – Burkina Faso, 
Burundi, Cote d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mali, Mozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, and 
Zimbabwe.
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Chambre Nationale Syndicale du Commerce des 
Semences et Plants (UTICA)
17 rue Abderrahmane Jaziri, Tunis 1002, Tunisia
Tel: 216 71 34 76 71, Fax: 216 71 34 76 71
Email: seeds.tunisia@yahoo.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Riadh Gabsi

Egyptian Seed Industry Association (ESIA)
Manasterly Towers No.5, 14th Floor aprt.4, ElBahr 
AlAzam Road GIZA, Egypt
Tel :+202 2617 9234/5, Fax : +202 356 97975 
Mobiles: +20122 221 2202/ +20114 119 2577
Email: eg.esia@yahoo.co.uk &  midany51@yahoo.com
Contact Person: Eng.Adel Sayed AHMED, G.Manager

Union Nationale des Producteurs des Semences du 
Burkina Faso (UNPSB) 01 BP 3240
Bobo Dioulasso, Burkina Faso
Email: nafaso@yahoo.fr 
Tel: +226 20966327; 70318425; 76612417
Contact Person: Abdoulaye Sawadogo

Seed Association of Nigeria (SEEDAN)
C/o Premier Seed Nigeria Limited
Chikaji Industrial Estate, P.O. Box 1673, Zaria
Tel: +234 69 33 48 04/331630
Fax: +234 69 33 32 02
Email: savannahseedsandlivestock@yahoo.co.uk and 
seedannigeria@yahoo.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Richard Olafare

Seed Trade Association of Kenya (STAK)
P O Box 2581 - 00202, Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 20 258 71 62, Fax : +254 20 271 36 71
Cell: +254 710 575207
Email: stak@stak.or.ke; duncan.onduu@stak.or.ke 
Website: www.stak.or.ke  
Contact Person:  Mr. Duncan Onduu

South Africa National Seed Organisation (SANSOR)
P O Box 72981, Lynnwood Ridge 0040
Pretoria - South Africa
Tel: 27 12 349 1438 , Fax: 27 12 349 1462
Email: genman@sansor.co.za; lukeshni@sansor.co.za
Contact Person: Dr Lukeshni Chetty

Tanzania Seed Trade Association (TASTA)
P.O. Box 12033, Arusha
(Kibo Seeds 255 0272 503259), Tanzania;
Tel: +255 27 250 3264, Fax: +255 27 250 
8508Email: bobshuma08@hotmail.com
Contact Person: Mr. Bob Shuma

Union Nationale Interprofessionnelle des Semences 
(UNIS), Immeuble CNRAT, Hann Marinas Cité ISRA 
Appartement B1, BP: 5461, Dakar Sénégal 
Tel: +221775019414
Email: thiamodou@yahoo.fr 
Contact Person: Mr. Modou Thiam

Uganda Seed Trade Association (USTA)
Ganesh Plaza, Entebbe Road (Office number -L4 
SHOP 6), just after Conrad Plaza.
P.O. Box 29726, Kampala, Uganda
Tel: +256 772 601803/+256 701 601803
Email: usta@usta.ug and nelsonmasereka@gmail.com
Contact Person: Mr. Neslon Masereka 

Zambia Seed Trade Association (ZASTA)
P.O. Box 350199 – Chilanga, Lusaka, Zambia
Tel: +260) 211 240564,
Mob: 26096755798 +260 097 7 147 117 
Fax: 260 1 27 81 70
Email: Mwale.wastson@yahoo.com                     
Contact Person: Mr. Watson Mwale

Zimbabwe Seed Trade Association (ZSTA)
5, Wimbledone Drive, Eastlea, Harare, Zimbabwe
P.O. Box A 1906, Avondale, Harare, Zimbabwe
Tel: +263 4 700655/701846/701795
Fax: +263 4 702023
Email: wchigodora@agriseed.co.zw
dennisza@seedco.co.zw 
Contact Person: Mr. Dennis Zaranyika
and Walter Chigodora

Association Marocaine des Semences et Plants 
(AMSP) Fédération Nationale Interprofessionnelle des 
Semences et Plants (FNIS) 5, rue Oum Errabie, App.
n°4, 3ème Etage, Agdal- Rabat.
Tel: 05.37.68.25.17, Fax : 05.37.68.25.07 
E-mail: m.elbedraoui@gmail.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Mariam El bedraoui

Association Interprofessionnelle des Semences du 
Congo (AISC)
Tel: +243 9923853 
Contact Person: Mr. Pierre Bukasa & Mr. Richard Mula
E-mail: bukasapierre@gmail.com
and secretariat.aisc@yahoo.fr

Association Semencière du Mali (ASSEMA)
B.P. 2336 – Bamako, Avenue l’Artois, Porte 443 
N’Golonina, Commune 2 – Bamako 
Tel: 223 221 36 43; Fax: 223 221 36 43 
E-mail: a.assema@yahoo.fr and nakoshifr@yahoo.fr 
Contact Person: Laya Dolo
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Seed Trade Association of Malawi (STAM)
P.O. Box 30050, Lilongwe 3, Malawi
Tel: +265 01 710144
Email: staminformation@gmail.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Supply Chisi

Ethiopia Seed Growers & Producers Association 
(ESGPA), P L C 1134, Addis Ababa – Ethiopia
Tel: 251 1 510 155, Fax: 251 1 510 155
Email: esgpa10@gmail.com,lemmades2014@gmail.com 
melaku.Admassu@pioneer.com   
Contact Person: Mr. Melaku Admassu or Mr. Lemma 
Desalgne

Seed Trade Association of Sudan (SSTA)
Tel: +249912132121 
E-mail: sudsta1987@gmail.com
sud.seedasso@yahoo.com    
Contact Person: Mr. Mahmoud Seddon or 
Dr. Alfadil M. Baraka

ANASEB (Seed Association of Benin)
Cotonou
E-mail: anasebj@yahoo.fr 
Tel: +22995066747
Contact Person: Mrs. Isabelle Ahouandjinou

Association National du Commerce des Semences de 
la Côte d’Ivoire (ANASEMCI) Apollinaire
Tel: 0022507887089, Fax: 0022522413743
Email: koutouass@yahoo.fr and dibyazi@live.fr 
Contact Person: Mr Koutou Assemien 
Azi Leopold Diby

National Seed Trade Association of Ghana (NASTAG)
P.O. Box KA 16385 Airport, Accra, Ghana
Tel: +233208727777, Tel:  +233 244 294738
Email: augusta.clottey@gmail.com and
nastaghana@yahoo.com
Contact Person: Mrs. Augusta Nyamadi-Clottey

Association Nationale des Entreprises Semencières du 
Burkina Faso (ANES-BF)
07 BP 5300 Ouagadougou 07 Burkina Faso
Tel: +22678527842
E-mail: anesbf@yahoo.fr & issaka_kolga@yahoo.fr
Contact Person: Issaka Kolga

National Seed Association of Rwanda (NSAR)
B.P. 2632, Kigali
Tel: +250788308678 and +250788748077
Email: ninnocentagriseeds@gmail.com
and ignanyiri@yahoo.fr 
Contact Person: Innoncent Namuhoranye

Seed Trade Association of South Sudan (STASS) 
Munuki Block B, 
Along Suk Libya – Suk Melsia Road
Tel: +211917157197 / +211926512468
Email: seedtradeassociation@gmail.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Isaac Woja Enock

Dal Innovative Agriculture
Kilo 8 Wad Medani Road, P.O. Box 56, Khartoum, Sudan
Email: samia.asam@dalgroup.com
and Mario.wolvaardt@dalgroup.com
Contact Persons: Mr. Sami Mohammed Adam and Mr. 
Mario Wolvaardt

Seed Associations/ Seed Companies from Outside Africa (40 Associate Members)

American Seed Trade Association (ASTA)
225 Reinekers Lane, Suite 650 - Alexandria – Virginia
22314 – 2875, USA
Tel: 1 703 837 8140,  Fax: 1 703 837 9365
Email: alavigne@betterseed.org and
aStruxness@betterseed.org 
Contact Person: Mr. Andy Lavigne
(President and CEO) and Abigail Struxness

GNIS
44 rue du Louvre, Paris 75001, France
Tel: 33 1 4233 5112, Fax: 33 1 4233 2774
Email: Francois.BURGAUD@gnis.fr
Contact Person: Mr. François Burgaud
(Directeur des Relations Extérieures) 

Safal Seed & Biotech Ltd
P.O.Box A-2 OLD M.I.D.C, JALNA INDIA
Tel: +91-2482-244000, Fax : +91-2482-230398
Email: safalseeds@rediffmail.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Kamal O. Zunzunwala

Sygenta Foundation For sustainable Agriculture
Schwarzwaldalee 215, CH-4002-BASEL,Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 323 73 33, Fax: +41 61 323 72 00
Email: george.osure@syngenta.com 
Contact Person: Mr. George Osure Kena

Vikima Seed
Industriparken, DK-4960 Holeby, Denmark
Tel: +45 5460 7010; +45 2335 8119 
Fax: +45 5460 7021
Email: vikima@vikima-seed.dk and  rmk@vikima.com
Contact Person: Ms. Rikke Møller Karkov

Technisem France
Zone Anjou Actiparc de Jumelles
49160 Longue Jumelles, France
Tel : 33 1 6996 0343, Fax : 33 1 6996 8601
Email: technisem@technisem.com  et
abel.tite@technisem.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Ronan Gorin (General Manager) 
et Mr. Abel Tite
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Tokita Seed Company Limited
1069 Nakagawa, Saitma-Shi, Saitama-Ken
330-8532, Japan
Tel: 81 48 686 7235, Fax: 81 48 688 1167
Email: ttokita@tokitaseed.co.jp, mgotoh@tokitaseed.co.jp 
Contact Person: Mr. Mark Goto
(Chief, International Division)

Syngenta Seed Care
P.O. Box 233, Dielsdorg 8257- Zurich, Switzerland
Tel: 41 1 855 8342, Fax: 41 1 855 8719
Email: piotr.szalacha@syngenta.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Piotr Szalacha Piotr

Enza Zaden B.V
P.O. Box 7, 1600 AA Enkhuizen, The Netherlands
Tel: +31 228 315 844, Fax: +31 228 315 960
Email: info@enzazaden.nl or H.Bakker@enzazaden.nl 
or J.Panman@enzazaden.nl or 
M.de.Voogd@enzazaden.nl 
Contact Person: Mr. Michel Voogd or Mr. Jan Panman

Bejo Zaden B.V.
P.O. Box 50 – Trambaaan 1, 1749 ZH 
Warmenhuizen, The Netherlands
Tel: +31 226 396 162, Fax: +31 226 396 346
Email: A.Dekker@bejo.nl 
Contact Person: Mr. André Dekker

Agro-Tip Handels
Und Zinnhuete 17, 21255 Tostedt, Germany 
Zinnhuete 17, 21255 Tostedt, Germany 
Tel:  + 49 4182 95909 - 0  
Fax: + 49 4182 95909 - 20 
Email Address: info@agro-tip.de 
Contact Person: Mr. Hartmund Gries

Bakker Brothers 
Noord-Scharwoude, The Netherlands
Tel Office: +31 226331355
Tel Cell: +31 630020220
Fax: 31 226 317641
Email: coen@bakkerbrothers.nl 
Contact Person: Mr. Coen Niesten

Plantum NL
P.O. Box 462, The Netheralands 
Tel: +31 (0)182 688 668
Fax: +31 (0)182 688 667 
Email:a.vandenhurk@plantum.nl,
n.louwaars@plantum.nl
Contact Person: Niels Louwaars

Indo-American Hybrid Seeds (India) Pvt Ltd., 
Post Box.No. 7099, 7th KM, Banashankari-Kengeri 
link Road, Sy.No: 13/4,14, Channasandra, 
Rajarajeshwari Nagar (Post), Bengaluru-560098
Tel: +918028611499 / +918028611450
Fax: +918028612912
Mob. No: +9198440914442 
Email: santosh@indamseeds.com and hema@
indamseeds.com iahs@indamseeds.com
Contact Person: Mr. Santos Attavar – Managing Director

HM Clause Veg
Rue Louis Saillant, 26800 Portes Les Valence – France
Tel: + 33 4 75 57 57 57
Fax: + 33 4 75 57 57 90
E-mail: lydie.montredon@hmclause.com  
Contact Person: Ms. Lydie Montredon

Rijk Zwaan Export B.V
P.O. Box 40, 2678 ZG DE LIER,  The Netherlands
Burg CreZeelaan 40, 2678 KX DE LIER
The Nertherlands
E-mail: e.van.der.klugt@rijkzwaan.nl
Contact Person: Mr. Mr. Edwin van der klugt

Company name: Takii Europe B.V.
Postal Address: Hoofdweg 19, 1424 PC Dekwakel, 
The Netherlands Company, The Netherlands
Tel: +31(0)297-345700
Contact: Mr. Stive Niyungeko
Email: sni@takii.eu

Nirit Seeds Ltd – Israel
Moshav Hadar Am, Israel 42935  
Tel: +972-9-8322435  
Mobile: +972-54-6668201  
Fax: +972-9-8322438
Email: hana@niritseeds.com 
Contact Person: Ms. Hana Slabbaert

Tera Seeds Srl – Italy
Via della Rotaia, 4, 47035 Gambettola Forlì-Cesena, Italy
Phone:+39 0547 653884, Fax: +39 0547 657634
Email: lrabbini@teraseeds.com
and dmagnifico@teraseeds.com 
Contact Person: Laura Rabbini and Domenico Magnifico

Euralis Semences – France
Avenue Gaston Phoebus, 64231, Lescar, France
Tel: +33 5 59 92 38 38/+33 5 59 92 39 82
Fax: +33 5 59 77 60 31
Email: jean-pierre.dufourcq@euralis.com
Contact Person: Mr. Jean Pierre Dufourcq
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Limagrain Group (Vilmorin and Co)
Biopôle Clermont Limagne rue Henri Mondor 63330
Saint Beauzire France
Tel: + 33 415 400 108 / +33 473 634 313
Fax:  +33 473 634 004
E-mail: michel.debrand@limagrain.com and valerie.
guenaud@limgrain.com
Contact Person: Mr. Michel Debrand

ICS France
ZA Croix-Fort 12 Rue du Soleil
17220 La Jarrie France, Tel: +33 5 46 35 2828
Fax: +33 5 46 35 28 29
E-mail: cf@ics-agri.com
Contact Person: Mrs. Celine Fiorelli

Known-You Seed Co., Ltd
No 114-6 , Zhuliao Road, Dashu disctrict,
Kaoshiung 84043, Taiwan
Tel: +886 7 651 9668, Fax: +886 7 652 3491
Email: afri@knownyou.com, morrison@knownyou.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Morrison Lin

Seed Processing Holland B.V.
P.O. Box 32
Tel: +31 228 353000, Fax: +31 228 35001
E-mail: sylvia.jorritsma@seedprocessing.nl 
Contact Person: Ms. Sylvia Jorritsma
Jack Boon Jack.Boon@seedprocessing.nl

Hazera Seeds Ltd
Beruriam, M.P Shikmim, 7983700 Israel
Tel: +97288508815
E-mail: info@hazera.com and nili.snir@hazera.com 
Contact Person: Jawdat Badawieh

Overseed Srl
Via Brigenti, 15, Agna PD, Italy
Tel:+39 049 538 1270
E-mail: info@overseed.eu
Contact Person: Salvatore Occhipinti

BASF SE
Speyerer str 2, 67177 Limburoerhof, Germany
Tel: +4915254911865
E-mail: santiago.bosch-cabral@basf.com
Contact Person: Santiago Bosch

Mediterranea Sementi srl 
Zona ind.le S. Atto - 64100 TERAMO – Italy 
Mob. +39 3332058242 
Tel. +39 0861 232007; Fax. +39 0861 232024 
Contact Person: Dr. Eugenio Siboni Commercial Manager
Mail: eugenio.siboni@mediterraneasementi.it  
Skype: eugenio.siboni

GSN Semence
Rue de la Menoue
32400 RISCLE (FRANCE)
Tel: +33 5 81 23 80 00, Fax: +33 5 81 23 80 01
Email: gsn@vivadour.com 
Contact Person : Mr. Bernard Nabarro

East West Seed Thailand
Contact Person: Porntipa Niyalanon
50/1 M.2 Sainoi-Bangbuathong Road, Sainoi,
Nonthaburi 11150 Thailand
Telephone: +6628317700, Fax: +6629237794  
Email: porntipa.niyatanon@eastwestseed.com and 
bert.vanderfeltz@eastwestseed.com 
Contact Person: Bert Van Der Feltz          

Union Française des Semences (UFS)
17 Rue de Louvre, 75001 Paris France
Tel:+33 1 53 00 99 30, +33 (0)1 53 00 99 37
Fax: +33 1 53407410
E-mail: elise.bourmeau@usf-asso.com
and marine.bonati@usf-asso.com
Contact Person: Elise Bourmeau, Secretary General
Port : +33 (0)6 89 54 24 61
www.ufs-semenciers.org  

S.A.I.S s.p.a 
Società Agricola Italiana Sementi 
Via Ravennate 214, 47521 Cesena (FC) Italy
Email: sais@saissementi.it and nicola@saissementi.it 
Tel: +39547384250
Contact Person: Mr. Nicola Satini

KWS SAA SE
Finanzbuchhaltung, Postfach 13 63
37554 Einbeck – Germany
Tel: +49 5561 311-245
Fax: +49 5561 311-95245
Email: henning.vonderohe@kws.com 
Bettina.Haussmann@kws.com  
Contact Person: Dr. Henning von der Ohe and Dr. 
Bettina Haussmann

INCOTEC – South Africa
P.O. Box 19999, Ashburton
South Africa 3213
Tel: +27 333 861560/1, Fax:  +27 333 861474
Email: ISA.Admin@incotec.com; tertia.erasmus@incotec.com 
Contact Person: Dr Erasmus Tertia

AFSTA Members

Tel: +27 12 683 5700 | www.rsa.pioneer.com | 
®, TM, SM Trademarks and service marks of DuPont, 
Dow AgroSciences or Pioneer, and their affiliated companies 
or their respective owners. © 2018 PHII

Give your maize crop the extra mile with PIONEER® products.

For a winning crop
PUT YOURSELF 
IN OUR SHOES

PIO
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FELTRIN SEMENTES LTDA
RUA TOMASO RADAELL, nro 368, Farroupilha, Rio 
Grande do Sul, CEP 95170-226, Brazil
Tel: +55 5421904400
Email: filipe.colombo@feltrin.com.br
and bagattini@sementesfeltrin.com.br 
Contact Persons: Mr. Filipe Colomo and 
Mr. Edimilson Luiz Bagattini

NOVA GENETIC 
Zone Anjou Actiparc de Jumelles
49160 Longué-Jumelles (France)
Tél: + 33 (0)2 41 38 39 39
Email: florine.poiroux@novagenetic.com 
Contact Person: Ms Florine Poiroux

PETKUS Technologie GmbH
Röberstr. 8 / 99848 Wutha-Farnroda Germany
Tel: +49 36921 98 0
Email: info@petkus.com
Contact Person: Peter HÜSER

Syngenta Vegetable Seeds
P.O. Box 2, 1600AA Enkhuizen, The Netherlands
Tel: +31 228 366 411
Email: petervander.toorn@syngenta.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Toorn Petervander

Kalash Seeds Pvt Ltd
Mantha road, Maharashtra Jalna 431203 India
Tel: +912482244000
Email: info@kalashseeds.com 
Contact Person: Mr. Chethan Indavara Nagesh

Solynta  
Dreijenlann 2, 6703 HA Wageningen, The Netherlands
Tel: +31 638 095 274
Email: charles.miller@solynta.com
Contact Person: Mr. Charles Miller

Service Providers (5 Members)

ICRISAT Nairobi
P O Box 39063, Nairobi 00623, Kenya
Tel: +254-20-7224556
Fax: +254-20-7224001
Email: m.siambi@cgiar.org  
Contact: Dr Moses Siambi

African Fertilizer and Agribusiness Partnership (AFAP)
P.O Box 53, Rivonia, Johannersbourg 2128 
Tel: +27118447320
E-mail: info@afap-partnership.org 
Contact Person: Jason Scarpone

The World Vegetable Center
Regional Center for Africa
P.O. Box 10, Duluti-Arusha, Tanzania
Tel: +255 27 2553093/2553102
Fax: +255 27 2553125
E-mail: thomas.dubois@worldveg.org 
Contact Person: Mr. Thomas Dubois

African Agricultural Technology Foundation (AATF)
P.O. Box 30709-0100, Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 20 4223700 
Email: aatf@aatf-africa.org
Contact Person: Dr Denis Kyetere, Executive Director

SEEDS2B Africa Ltd
P.O Box15928- 00100, Nairobi
Tel: +250-20-271-0590; +254-704-205-856
george.osure@syngenta.com
and Stella.Nyamwathi_Kimani@syngenta.com 
Contact Peson: Mr. George Osure

Number of countries in AFSTA (39 countries)
- 27 African countries, - 12 countries outside Africa

AFSTA Members
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Why join AFSTA?
Joining AFSTA is a long term investment and 
the benefits of becoming a member include:

1. Visibility: Member company’s logo is listed on AFSTA website and linked to the 
website of the members.

2. Directory listing in the African Seed Magazine: All members’ contact addresses 
are published annually in the African Seed Magazine distributed during the annual 
congress and is also available on line.

3. Provision of up to date information on seed matters: You will have information 
on the seed industry in Africa regularly through our quarterly electronic newspaper 
(E-Review) and Flash News sent from time to time when important news on the seed 
industry come up

4. Access to our website: All AFSTA members are given a user account with 
username and password to access the AFSTA website. Once logged in using these 
credentials (username and password), you will be able to offer seed items for sale.

5. Low Congress Fees: Members pay lower rates when registering to AFSTA annual 
congresses

6. Official introduction: New members are officially introduced at the AFSTA General 
Assembly which gives them a lot of visibility, given Membership Certificates and have 
an opportunity to make a short speech during the event

7. Networking: AFSTA offers members more opportunities to network with the African 
seed business people and companies hence opportunity to expand own business in 
the continent.

8. Platform to share experiences: Members use AFSTA as a platform to share 
experiences, show case their products and discuss issues that improve their 
businesses and trade in high quality seeds.

9. Knowledge: AFSTA members get the opportunity to appreciate the various linkages 
and use them to improve their seed businesses.

10. Integration: The annual congresses venue rotates among the member countries and 
this offers members an opportunity to interact and learn from the diverse cultures in 
Africa.
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RETURNS:
(Y) = 25,000,000 kernels

The Finest Parent Seed for Africa

YOUR INVESTMENT:
(Y) cents

Make every kernel count
Put it in the right hands The Finest Quality

WHY QBS?
• Financial Resources • Competent Staff • Technical Capacity • Quality Control

• Economies of Scale • Confidentiality • Production • Cold Storage Facilities

Build on our strength.

At QBS, foundation
seed multiplication

is our business.


