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AFSTA congress 2023 online 
registration open

T
he online registration 
for the AFSTA Congress 
2023, which will be held in 
the capital city of Senegal, 
Dakar from 6th to 8th March 

2023, is now open. 

To register, please visit the AFSTA 
website (www.afsta.org) and click 
on the AFSTA Congress 2023 logo, 
which will redirect one to the various 
links on the AFSTA Congress 2023, 
including the online registration.

Once you finalize your registration, 
please book your room at King Fahd 
Palace, the Congress hotel, or in one 
of the surrounding hotels listed on 
the congress 2023 website under 
“information on accommodation” 
link. 

“We are happy to welcome all the 
delegates from around the world 
to our country for what we know 
will be another magnificent forum 
for seed people”, said Modou 
Thiam, President of the Senegalese 
National Organising Committee 
(NOC).

Thiam, who is also the President of 
the Senegalese Seed Association 
(UNIS) added that his committee,  
in conjunction with the AFSTA 
Secretariat, is already working 
hard to ensure all preparations are 
complete in time.

Palm fringed beaches, colourful 
cities and a reputation for world 
class hospitality, Senegal deserves 
a spot on everyone’s travel list.

Located at the westernmost point 
of the Africa continent, Senegal is 
known as the “Gateway to Africa” 
and has been welcoming travelers 
from Europe and the Americas for 
centuries.

This peaceful sub-Saharan country 
has always flown beneath the 
tourism radar and that’s everyone’s 
loss.

Not only is it one of the continent’s 
and most accessible countries, it 
is also blessed with a rich culture, 
dreamy beaches and some of the 
best wild-life spotting opportunities 
anywhere in Africa.
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The Board and Staff of the African Seed Trade Association wish all our 
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prosperity this Christmas and in the coming New Year, 2022.

Delegates at the 2022 AFSTA Annual Congress captured at their trading tables. 
Nextyear’s online registration is now open.
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Seed systems have 
come under sharp 
focus at the first ever 
Global Conference 
on Sustainable Plant 

Production (GPC) organised by the 
Food & Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) of the United Nations.

The three-day GPC – with the 
theme of Innovation, Efficiency 
and Resilience – provided a 
forum for FAO members, farmers, 
scientists, development agencies, 
policy makers, extensionists, civil 
society, opinion leaders, and the 
private sector.

It aimed to focus dialogues on 
innovation that creates efficient 
plant production systems 
with resilience to biotic and 
abiotic stresses, climate change, 
natural hazards and geopolitical 
disruptions.

Quality seeds
CABI’s Dr Monica Kansiime, 
Deputy Director, Development 
and Outreach – Africa, gave a 
presentation entitled ‘Perspectives 
on the sustainability of seed 
business models and African 
smallholder seed supply.’

Her talk came on the first day 
of the conference as part of a 
thematic session on seed systems 
which took a closer look at quality 
seeds.

It sought to provide perspectives 
on the sustainability of seed 
business models – drawing closer 
attention to smallholder seed 
businesses and their ability to 
deliver benefits to seed producers 
and the wider community.

Dr Kansiime’s presentation drew 
upon evidence from action research 
conducted by the CABI-led Good 
Seed Initiative (GSI) in Uganda and 
Tanzania (2013-2016) and an impact 
assessment conducted in 2019.

Great success
The GSI was a great success reaching 
over one million consumers and 
growers through agricultural shows 
and events, cook shows, nutritional 
outreaches, radio programmes and 
seed rallies.

Dr Kansiime said, “Well-functioning 
seed systems can deliver multiple 
benefits to smallholders: increased 
productivity, better nutrition, and 
greater resilience to climate stress”.

“However, to function well, seed 
systems have to offer access to a 
wide range of farmer-preferred and 
locally adapted crops and varieties, 
with seed of acceptable quality”.

She outlined that farmer seed 
production under both contract 
and Quality Declared Seed (QDS) 
models, used during the GSI, proved 
viable in ensuring access to quality 
seed of farmer preferred varieties.

Seed Systems in focus 
at FAO conference

Well-functioning seed systems can deliver multiple benefits to smallholders 
such as increased productivity, better nutrition, and greater resilience to 

climate stress.

“Contract farming creates consistent 
and lucrative market opportunities 
for farmers, and due to long term 
nature of the relationship, seed 
companies are able to invest in 
providing access to early generation 
seed and on-going extension 
support to farmer seed producers,” 
Dr Kansiime said.

Barriers addressed
However, she said that employing 
the QDS model has sustainability 
challenges due to the reported lack 
of effective linkages to technical 
services – such as access to early 
generation seed, extension support, 
inspections and seed testing by QDS 
producers.

https://www.cabi.org/news-article/seed-systems-in-focus-at-fao-conference/
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She also added that there are 
weak incentives for medium and 
large-scale seed companies for 
non-hybrid crops. For instance, 
in Tanzania 83% of certified seed 
production is maize and none 
are millet, cassava, sweet potato, 
vegetables or beans, yet are a 
priority for food security and 
nutrition.

“There is a need for integrated 
seed sector development 
including integrated and 
inclusive partnerships with key 
value chain actors, to ensure 
multiplication and distribution 
of seeds of different kinds of 
crops,” Dr Kansiime said.

The GSI, funded by Irish Aid, 
and implemented with partners 
in Tanzania and Uganda, was 
created to strengthen the way 
that seeds for African indigenous 
vegetables (AIVs) are produced 
and distributed to farmers.

Rewards reaped
A CABI study brief has shown 
that three years on, the GSI is 
still reaping rewards for farmers 
in Tanzania.

In certain parts of the country, for 
example, seed quantities increased 
from 14 metric tonnes in 2016 to 41 
metric tonnes in 2019.

Dr Kansiime said, “Results reveal 
unequivocally that farmer seed 
production offers a potentially 
sustainable solution to the problem 
of seed supply while providing 
income benefits for seed producers.

“Farmer seed systems are also 
important in conserving and 
multiplying seed of land races and 
neglected varieties”.

“The market-based approach of 
the farmer seed businesses and 
partnerships with the formal sector 
are strong contributory factors 
to the survival of farmer seed 
production”. 

She concluded by saying that QDS 
is useful in delivering quality seed 
in areas less served by the formal 
sector. But it needs support from 
government mandated agencies to 
develop a tailored and appropriate 
seed system that meets the ever-
evolving needs of smallholder 
farmers.

There is a need for 
integrated seed sector 
development including 
integrated and inclusive 
partnerships with key 
value chain actors, to 
ensure multiplication 
and distribution of seeds 
of different kinds of 
crops.

Seed people: An expert has called for integrated seed sector development 
including integrated and inclusive partnerships with key value chain actors.

Representatives of seed companies from Africa select sorghum parent lines 
at Kiboko Research Station in Makueni County, Kenya recently. Government 
support is key in developing appropriate seed systems that meet the ever 

evolving needs of smallholder farmers.
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In Yar’ yasa in Tudun Wada 
local government area of 
Kano State, Nigeria, everyone 
is a cowpea (beans) farmer. 
However, the town is also 

endowed with the potential for rice, 
sorghum, and vegetables, which are 
also abundantly farmed.

In addition to these important 
products, they are fortunate to have 
a significant river and streams that 
provide an abundance of fish, which 
helps many artisanal fishermen 
support their families.
 For travelers passing through 
Yar’yasa, which is located along the 
federal highway, cowpea, fish and 
clean local rice are very reasonably 
priced. In the community, there are 
pockets of people who are medium 
scale cowpea farmers doing between 
two to ten hectares using different 
varieties.

Even the Pod Borer Resistant (PBR) 
variety called SAMPEA 20T is now 
popular among the farmers and 
they have now diversified into 
production through irrigation 
taking advantage of a major seasonal 
river and watercourses that traverse 
through the community.

As the dry season activities intensify, 
young farmers are expanding from 
vegetables to dry season cowpea 
production while others have 
completely shifted to dry season 
production with a focus mainly on 
the PBR cowpea variety.

Alhaji Aminu Abdu is a well-
known farmer in the area who has 
experimented with many cowpea 
varieties. He made the decision to 
explore dry season production last 
year, taking advantage of the PBR 
variety’s unusual potential output. 

This is because the PBR cowpea 
type is resistant to the Maruca 
worm, the primary pod-sucking 
insect that ruins farmers’ fields 
by up to 80% and forces farmers 
to spray pesticides sometimes up 
to 10 times, Alhaji Abdu decided 
to cultivate the beans in the dry 
season.

He has harvested 2.5 metric tons 
during the wet season but expects 
at least 1.5 metric tons for the dry 
season because in the wet season, 
he had more acreage. However, for 
this dry season, he has 1.5 acres 
along the bank of the river in the 
agrarian community.   

He sprayed pesticides just twice on 
the PBR variety and would have 
spent more if other varieties were 
planted.

Closely located to his farm is Usman 
Yahaya, a 20-year old student with 
one of the higher institutions in 
Kano. Along with his peers, they 
decided to own a PBR cowpea 
farm to generate extra income for 
themselves as the price of cowpea 
has gone up significantly in the last 
two years. 

“We believe that the yield is 
exceptional and the pods can 
withstand rainfall compared to our 
unconventional varieties. 

Nigeria: Bt cowpea farmers expand to 
dry season production

By Aghan Daniel I AFSTA Communication Officer I daghan@afsta.org

Nigerian farmer Alhaji Aminu Abdu has experimented with many cowpea 
varieties. Last year he explored dry season production taking advantage of the 

PBR variety’s unusual potential output.
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We even want to see if we can 
do so three times a year. You 
know during the dry season we 
are limited by factors like fuel to 
power the irrigation machine for 
water supply to the farm that’s 
why we choose to work together 
as youth”, Yahaya said.

With good climate for vegetable 
production and rich soil, fertiliser 
application for many of the 
cowpea farmers is optional 
according to Alhaji Aminu Abdu 
who, although did not apply 
fertilizer, has good vegetation and 
massive pods.

A younger farmer, Abdullahi 
Ibrahim’s farm looks green and 
attractive. Speaking in Hausa, 
young Ibrahim expressed hope 
for a strong harvest, but did not 
give any specifics.

Farmers interviewed said the PBR 
variety has in the last two years 
boosted their yield by more than 
50% and is gradually becoming 
the farmers’ choice in the cowpea 
growing community.

 An extension officer Alhaji Ado 
Garba who lives in the community 
said many cowpea farmers in the 

community are now investing more 
in the cowpea variety because of 
yield advantages of the variety over 
others.

He added that farmers have 
increased their agronomy 
knowledge of all the varieties grown 
in the community.

A young Bt Cowpea farmer, Abdullahi Ibrahim is among farmers who said the 
PBR variety has in the last two years boosted their yield by more than 50% and 

is gradually becoming the farmers’
choice in the cowpea growing community.

AFSTA Congress
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T
he International Maize and 
Wheat Improvement Center 
(CIMMYT) is working with 
its partners to support 
farmers in Zimbabwe to 

embrace conservation agriculture and 
improved seed varieties to achieve 
more successful harvests in areas 
affected by climate change.

The R4 Rural Resilience and ZAMBUKO 
initiatives aim at helping farmers 
through a number of activities. These 
include demonstrations of seed and 
conservation agriculture, field days 
and seed fairs, which look to develop 
farmers’ awareness about improved 
seed and novel varieties.

The fairs highlighted the importance of 
good seed practices and the benefits 
of improved varieties to both farmers 
and seed companies, who attended 
the events.

The initiative, which is run in 
collaboration with the Department 
of Specialist Services (DRSS), the 
Agricultural Advisory and Rural 
Development Services (ARDAS) 
and the World Food Program (WFP), 
with financial support from the 
Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC) and the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), helps those 
in the industry see the advantages 
of improved varieties over old ones, 
which may have been on the market 
for more than 20 years.

“It is now very critical for farmers from 
all walks of life to abandon old varieties 
which they have grown for decades 
and adopt the recently released 
varieties that offer some solutions 

Maize project helps educate farmers 
in Zimbabwe on improved seed

By Tawanda Hove 

to the new challenges,” said James 
Gethi, a seed systems scientist with 
CIMMYT. 

“There has been massive investment 
in research that has specifically focused 
on addressing the adversity of climate 
change and variability it brings, such 
as prolonged dry spells, heat stress, 
and new diseases that have emerged. 
As such, it is beneficial to the farmer 
to shift to the latest varieties as they 
suit the environmental context better 
compared to the older varieties.”

In recent years, Zimbabwe has 
experienced erratic rainfall and severe 
heatwaves during summer months, 
which is a key period for the growth 
of crops. This has led to low yields in 
various parts of the country, but the 
situation could improve through the 
combination of improved agronomy 

and varieties presented by seed and 
seed distribution companies who 
attended the fairs.

“Together with CIMMYT and other 
partners, we have invested in 
developing varieties that will help 
us achieve our annual food security 
goals,” added Busiso Mavankeni, 
head of the Crop Breeding Institute 
(CBI), which is housed within DRSS. 

“As such, farmers not adopting these 
new varieties contribute towards a 
huge waste of beneficial and relevant 
scientific research. Whilst it is not 
the farmers’ fault why they haven’t 
adopted them, we need to take 
deliberate steps to ensure farmers 
are aware of these varieties. That is 
the only way we can stimulate their 
adoption.”

A maize farmer marvels at a big cob in his farm. A project in Zimbabwe is 
supporting farmer education on improved seed.
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Improving seed management
One of the project’s core aims is to 
promote positive seed management 
practices to both farmer and seed 
companies. In fact, these seed 
companies have a key role to play 
in supporting farmers with this 
knowledge. Understanding how to 
store crops in optimal conditions, 
for example, can lead to a more 
successful harvest.

“It is essential for both the farmers 
and local agro dealers to know 
how to manage seed before sale 
and planting”, Gethi added. “For 
example, rarely do farmers check 
the expiry date of seed when they 
buy them from an agro dealer. 

Secondly, when the seed needs to 
be stored, it is essential for it not to 
be stored close to heat sources or 
to be unnecessarily exposed to the 
sun for prolonged periods. 

This compromises its germination 
potential. Furthermore, it is 

crucial for farmers to only buy seed 
from registered and reputable agro 
dealers”.

These important messages were 
relayed to farmer throughout the 
project’s demos and field days, which 
led up to the seed fairs.

In addition to purchasing seeds, 
farmers had the opportunity to learn 
about new developments and build 
relationships in the private sector by 
attending the fairs.

“With these seed fairs, we have not 
only brought this multitude of seed 
and machinery companies to your 
doorstep so that you easily access 
good seeds, but so that you can 
also talk and understand what new 
products are on offer,” explained 
Christian Thierfelder, principal 
cropping systems agronomist, 
innovation science leader for Africa 
within CIMMYT. 
“For this coming season, we do not 
want to see you growing ancient 

varieties but would want to see you 
purchase new products ,which perform 
better than the old ones”.

ARDAS agricultural extension officer 
Canaan Jakata was also encouraged by 
the success of the project’s activities 
and is looking forward to seeing the 
farmers who attended the seed fairs 
enjoy a successful yield during the 
upcoming summer season. “I am very 
keen on assessing the performance of 
farmers in my ward who bought these 
improved varieties at the seed fairs 
as compared to neighboring wards in 
the district which did not. Regardless 
of how the season turns out, I expect 
superior performance from my 
farmers,” said Jakata.

Source: https://www.cimmyt.
org/news/cimmyt-project-helps-
educate-farmers-in-zimbabwe-
on-seed-practices-and-improved-
varieties/

Farmers in the Zimbabwean project learnt about new developments and how to build 
relationships in the private sector by attending fairs.
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Experts from five project 
piloting AU member 
states have said that 
most African nations 
have shown readiness 

for the adoption of Genome Editing 
(GEd) technology.

The AU member states came 
together to strategise on the use 
and adoption of genome editing 
technology in boosting agricultural 
productivity.

The experts made their statement 
in their communiqué released 
following a three-day genome 
editing communication strategy 
development and policy dialogue 
meeting held in Victoria Island, 
Lagos, Nigeria last week. 

The meeting was organized by the 
Centre of Excellence in Science, 
Technology, and Innovation of 
the African Union Development 
Agency-NEPAD (AUDA-NEPAD) 
in collaboration with the 
Nigerian National Biotechnology 
Development Agency (NABDA). 

Participants expressed optimism 
that some projects in the pipeline 
in the countries may be ready for 
commercialization within the next 
three to five years.

According to the communique, 
there are growing GEd capabilities 
in Africa as identified at the forum 
and most countries involved in 
the pilot phase as well as other 
African countries have some level of 
enabling environment to adopt the 
technology.

Moreover, the experts agreed that 
there is a need for accelerated 
development of experts on genome 
editing and mainstreaming in the 
curriculum of various universities 

in Africa. They added that there is a 
need for synergy and collaboration 
among African countries and the 
continent which will foster the 
desired benefits from genome 
editing that will be translated 
to industrial development and 
improved livelihoods in Africa.

They also underscored the need 
for Public-Private-Partnership 
(PPP) and improved funding 
made available by the private 
sector, adding that AU member 
countries need to proactively 
develop guidelines to facilitate the 
adoption of the technology and to 
develop communication strategy 
for awareness creation and public 
education. 

In connection with the continental 
meeting, Press Secretary to the 
Director-General of Nigerian 
National Biotechnology 
Development Agency (NABDA) 
Mrs Toyin Omozuma, indicated the 

AUDA-NEPAD project has been 
initiated and driven by member 
states of Nigeria, Burkina Faso, 
Ghana, Ethiopia, Eswantini and 
Zambia.

“The goal of the Genome Editing 
(GEd) project is to foster a broader 
understanding of GEd among 
different stakeholder groups 
through communication and 
advocacy for enhanced uptake of 
the tool to optimise agriculture in 
Africa,” she said.

Scientists say that genome-
editing technologies including 
clustered regularly interspaced 
short palindromic repeats/CRISPR-
associated protein (CRISPR/
Cas) have become powerful tools 
for modifying plant genomes 
and achieve precise genetic 
modifications by inducing targeted 
DNA double-strand breaks. 

AU: Africa ‘ready’ to adopt genome 
editing

An agricultural extension officer in Nigeria. Experts say most African countries 
are ready to adopt gene editing.

By Mekonnen Teshome I mokish03@gmail.com
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The African Seed Trade 
Association (AFSTA) has 
challenged stakeholders 
in the sector to continue 
to explore cross-border 

initiatives that will lead to Africa 
producing more seed to feed Africa.

While addressing this year’s 
SeedConnect Africa, an event 
held annually by the Nigerian 
Agricultural Seed Council (NASC) 
on November 29, 2022 in Abuja, 
Nigeria, AFSTA Communication 
Officer, Aghan Daniel, speaking on 
behalf of the association, noted 
that challenges in the African seed 
industry were surmountable if seed 
people in the continent spoke with 
one voice.

He observed that issues such as 
genetic engineering and gene editing 
were now in the conversation and 
the sector needs to openly discuss 
the technology as it impacts their 
trade and livelihood.

The communication guru told the 
gathering that he had visited Bt 
Cowpea farmers and Bt cotton in 
Kano State and in Adamawa State 
who had taken up commercial 
cultivation of Bt cowpea and Bt 
cotton in droves. Terming this 
approach as the way to go, Aghan 
asked governments and other 
development partners to continue 
supporting seed companies because 
it is only then that the continent 
can achieve food security through 
provision of certified seed.

In his opening remarks at the 
fair, Director General of National 
Agricultural Seed Council (NASC), 
Dr Philip Ojo, said the event brings 
together seed industry stakeholders 
to discuss and deliberate on issues 
of mutual benefits to seed system.

Ojo said the SeedConnect Africa 
over the years gave way for the 
introduction of Plant Variety 
Protection (PVP Act 2021) Law in 
Nigeria.

“Today I am happy to announce 
that Nigeria has a PVP Act and 
we are making efforts to complete 
the Nigerian membership of the 
International Union of Protection 
of New Plant Variety – UIPOV”.

“We are currently doing a lot to 
operationalise this law, we have 
begun the process of setting up the 
PVP office, currently we have a draft 
regulation, which was reviewed and 
validated by experts”, Dr Ojo said.

Mainza Mugoya, the Program 
Coordinator of The African Seed 
Access Index (TASAI), said quality 
control, capacity of seed companies, 
extension services and funding 
for research institutes remain the 
major challenges of the seed system.

“There are several challenges in the 
seed system and these challenges 
vary by country. In Nigeria, one of 
the challenges is quality control, 
there is need to ensure that quality 
is maintained in the very beginning 
from research through production 
of basic seed, through the processing 
of the seed up to commercialization 
because any of those steps can be 
compromised with the expected 
quality.

AFSTA calls for continuous collaboration 
in the seed sector in Africa

By Vincent Yusuf I vincent@dailytrust.com 

Aghan Daniel, AFSTA Communication Officer addressing this year’s 
SeedConnect Africa in Abuja.
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“The second challenge is the 
capacity of the seed companies. 
Seed companies need to have 
capacity to meet the quality 
control guidelines that the 
government has set”.

“That is the production standard, 
the inspection standard, the 
processing standard, the labelling 
and marketing standard have to 
be adhered to the latter”.

“Sometimes when companies are 
established they need time to 
build their capacity to meet those 
standards”.

“The third challenge is the 
extension services. In Nigeria the 
capacity of the extension services 
is still a bit weak”.

“The fourth challenge is the 
funding and technical support 
to research institutions that 
develop seed varieties, which are 
commercialised for farmers”.

“In many cases, these institutions 
lack the funding to do the breeding 
activities and also maintaining the 
varieties they have produced”, he 
explained.

The Head of Building Sustainable 
Seed System for Cassava (BASIC 
II), Professor Lateef Sanni said the 
poor funding of the Agricultural 
Development Program (ADP) has 
weakened the extension advisory 
services for seed.

Professor Sanni who is also a Professor 
of Food Science and Technology, said 
investment in extension advisory 
services will enhance proper usage 
of seeds which will further enhance 
agricultural productivity.

“If you look at what World Bank 
did by setting up state Agricultural 
Development Program (ADP). They 
were the best tool to actually extend 
some of these technologies and best 
practices to farmers in rural level.

Mainza Mugoya, the Program Coordinator of The African Seed Access Index 
(TASAI) makes a presentation at the SeedConnect 2022.

Poor funding of 
the Agricultural 
Development 
Program (ADP) 
has weakened 
the extension 
advisory services 
for seed.

Mohammed Abubakar, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development (left) is 
flanked by the Director General of National Agricultural Seed Council, Dr Philip 
Olusegun Ojo at the opening ceremony of the 2022 SeedConnect Conference in 

Abuja.
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The African Seed Trade 
Association

(AFSTA) would like to thank you 
for your support and 

collaboration during the year 
2022 and wishes you

a Merry Christmas 2022 and
a Happy New Year 2023

L’Association Africaine du 
Commerce des Semences (AFSTA) 
vous remercie pour votre soutien 

et votre collaboration durant 
l’année 2022 et vous souhaite.

Joyeux Noël 2022
et Bonne Année 2023
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AFSTA WEB ADVERTISEMENT
AFSTA Secretariat offers online advertising opportunity for all members on a first-come first-served 
basis as the advertisement slots are limited. Your logo will be placed at the top right hand side of the 
homepage and will flash alternately as it currently on our website (www.afsta.org)

Your logo will be linked to your website or if you want to advertise a particular product you can send 
us artwork to be linked to your logo. The cost of the website advert is US$ 300 for AFSTA members and 
US$400 for Non members for a period of one year.

Contact : Charles Nyachae, ICT & Logistics Officer on: charles@afsta.org

EDITORIAL:
• Aghan Daniel, Communication and Advocacy Officer
• Charles Nyachae, ICT, Logistics  & Protocol Officer

Disclaimer:
The African Seed Trade Association takes every precaution 
in verifying the accuracy of information supplied by its 
Secretariat, but does not accept liability for errors, which 
may nevertheless appear in this publication. Submissions 
by contributors to the publication may not necessarily 
reflect the views of the AFSTA Secretariat, the Board or its 
members.

Contacts:
AFSTA Secretariat
Tel: +254 – 20 – 242 9017
E-mail: afsta@afsta.org
Website: www.afsta.org
Twitter:@AFSTA_Seed
FaceBook: AFSTA_Seed

UPCOMING EVENTS
1. 6th - 8th March 2023: AFSTA Congress 

2023, Dakar, Senegal

2. 5th - 7th June 2023: ISF World Seed 
Congress 2023, Cape Town, South 
Africa

3. 14th - 18th October 2023: Euroseeds 
Congress, St Julian’s, Malta

4. 18th - 24th November 2023: Asian Seed 
Congress, Christchurch, New Zealand


