
1AFSTA E-REVIEW  
Vol: 091 March 2022

Page 1

TUNISIA SET TO HOST AFSTA CONGRESS 2022 IN MARCH
By Daniel Aghan | AFSTA Communication Officer I daghan@afsta.org

Vol: 089 November  2021

INSIDE THIS EDITION...

Tunisia’s Djerba Island, 
known for its beautiful 
beaches and dramatic 

sunsets will host the 22nd AFSTA 
annual Congress from 28th 
February to 3rd March 2022.

This was announced by the 
AFSTA Board of Directors on 
30th September 2021 as the 
curtain of the 21st Congress 
were drawn in the beautiful city 
of Mombasa, Kenya.

According to the President 
of AFSTA, Mr Azariah Soi, 
the Mombasa congress 
was a resounding success 
notwithstanding the dark clouds 
which hung over this event caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We salute all the delegates 
from across Africa, Asia, Europe 
and America for honoring us with 

domestic consumption. Meat 
(chicken, sheep and cattle) 
and vegetables (tomatoes and 
potatoes) represent important 
commodities of trade too.

• Tunisia set to host 
AFSTA congress 2022 
in march

• African seed market 
records growth

• Be on the lookout 
for new tomato virus, 
scientists warn

• Nigerian farmers just 
can’t get enough of 
GMO cowpea seeds

• Plant variety protection 
benefits farmers, 
breeders in Kenya

your in-person participation in 
this congress,” he said.

While welcoming the move to 
award the next Congress to 
his country, the Chairman of 
Tunisia Seed Trade Association 
and AFSTA past President, Mr 
Riadh Gabsi, noted that Djerba 
will provide great beaches for 
visitors and a calm environment 
to network and trade with each 
other. He added that Tunisia is 
ready to host the Congress 2022 
and the National Organizing 
Committee is working tirelessly 
to ensure that it meets the 
expectations of the delegates.

The main cereal crops in 
the country are wheat and 
barley. Tunisian farmers also 
grow olives, dates and fresh 
fruits for both export and 

AFSTA holds yet another memorable 
Annual Congress

The African Seed Trade 
Association (AFSTA) 
Annual Congress 2022 
ended on yet another 
memorable note 

in Djerba Island, Tunisia. The 
Congress was attended by nearly 
200 delegates from all over the 
world. 

The Guest of Honour, Prof 
Mohamed Habib Ben Jamaa, 
Director General of Plant Health 
and Control of Agricultural Inputs 
told the delegates that Tunisia 
has been committed since the 
1970s to setting up a system of 
multiplication and certification 
of cereal seeds in accordance 
with international standards 

(start of the national program in 
1976). The current rate of use of 
certified cereal seeds is around 
18%, the medium-term objective 
is to reach a rate of 25%.

He added that the country has 
taken regulatory measures 
to encourage and subsidize 
stakeholders crop production 
efforts including farmer, 
promoter and producer’s 
organizations.

The Congress, which saw the 
transition of leadership at AFSTA 
from Mr. Azariah Soi from Kenya 
to Dr. Kulani Machaba from 
South Africa. The Vice-President 
will be Mr. Amadou Sarr from 

Senegal.

In his acceptance speech, Dr. 
Kulani noted that his tenure 
will seek to move the current 
Strategic Plan forward with 
speed. He also mentioned that 
the AFSTA’s mission of creating 
the best environment for trade 
and innovation in quality seed 
for the benefit of members and 
farmers in Africa will be pursued 
for a better seed supply to 
farmers. 
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• African seed sector mourns 
AFSTA’s founding president

• New company to produce 
early generation seed in 
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innovations
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• Input costs hindering south 
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L-R: AFSTA Past President Mr. Azariah Soi, Current President Dr. Kulani 
Machaba, and Tunisia NOC Chair AFSTA Congress 2022 Mr. Riadh Gabsi
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This he noted, would be executed 
by improving services rendered to 
AFSTA members, promote cross-
border movement of quality seed 
in Africa, improve partnerships 
and collaboration with various 
stakeholders in seed trade and 
create a right environment that 
promotes innovation in the 
African seed industry. He thanked 
his predecessor, Mr. Azariah 
Soi for a job well done and Mr 
Riadh Gabsi, the immediate 
past president and President of 
Tunisia Seed Trade Association, 
for the success of the Congress 
2022, and Board of directors and 
the AFSTA Secretariat for their 
great work.

The next AFSTA Congress will be 
held from 6th to 9th March 2023 in 
Dakar, Senegal.

The Association also elected the 
following AFSTA Board members 
during its General Assembly held 
on 3rd March 2022:  

NAMES ORGANIZATION COUNTRY POSITION 

Ordinary Members

Dr. Kulani Machaba SANSOR South Africa President
Mr. Amadou Sarr UNIS Senegal Vice-President
Mr. Azariah Soi STAK Kenya Past President
Mr. Given Mudenda ZASTA Zambia Member
Mr. Drissa Coulibaly ASSEMA Mali Member
Mr. Nessimu Nyama STAM Malawi Member
Mr. Ahmed Ouayach FNIS Morocco Member
Mr. Clive Mugadza TASTA Tanzania Member
Dr. Salah Awad Omar SSTA Sudan Member
Mr. Raman Sehgal ESIA Egypt Member
Mr. Narcis Tumushabe USTA Uganda Member
Associate Members

Mr. Charles Miller ASTA USA Associate member
Mr. François Burgaud SEMAE France Associate member

The following seed companies have joined AFSTA in 2022 as associate 
members and were warmly welcomed during the AFSTA Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) 2022:

• Yuksel Seed from Turkey
• Bonanza Seeds from the USA
• International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) from Nigeria
The following National Seed Trade Association also joined AFSTA as 
an ordinary member:

• Seed Trade Association of Niger (APPSN)  

AFSTA holds yet another memorable 
Annual Congress

By Aghan Daniel I AFSTA Communication Officer |  daghan@afsta.org
continued from page 1

Some congress 2022 photos
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On 22nd February 
2022, the 
African seed 
sector was 
thrown into 

mourning yet again following 
the passing on of Dr Nathaniel 
Tum, the first President of 
the African Seed Trade 
Association.
Dr Tum was well versed 
with corporate affairs 
and exhibited a wealth of 
board room experience, 
which earned him various 
chairmanships including 
Kenya Agricultural Research 
Institute (KARI), Agricultural 
Society of Kenya (ASK), the 
Seed Trade Association of 
Kenya (STAK), United State 

African seed sector mourns 
AFSTA’s founding president

International University 
-Africa (Chairman) and 
Council of Moi university 
(Chairman). 
He is among the Founders 
of the African Seed Trade 
Association (AFSTA) and 
was its President for the 
years 2000 and 2001.
At one time, he served in the 
Board of the International 
Seed Federation (ISF), 
Committee Member of the 
Kenya Revenue Authority 
(KRA), Chairman of National 
Shipping Lines Limited 
and a Board Member of 
the Federation of Kenya 
Employers (FKE).
In 1983, he joined 
“Kenya Seed” Company 

in Kitale starting off as a 
General Manager and then 
progressing to the position of 
Managing Director from 1985 
until 2003.  
Dr Tum was extremely proud 
of what he and his colleagues 
achieved at Kenya Seed, 
which to date remains a key 
seed producer in Africa. Dr 
Tum gave his all to promote 
the Company’s interests and 
longevity in what increasingly 
became a very competitive 
trading environment. 
He was reappointed as a 
Director in February 2017 
and remained an ardent 
protector of the Company’s 
interests particularly in the 
finance committee. In his 
safeguarding functions, he 
tirelessly and un-relentlessly 
fought for the protection 
and recognition of private 
shareholder rights in the 
Company. 
Dr Tum was also a seasoned 
businessman who invested 
and devoted a lot of his 
time in taking care of his tea 
plantation, coffee plantation 
and livestock amongst many 
other business interests, 
which he established together 
with his late wife Elizabeth.

The Late Dr Nathaniel Tum, first President of AFSTA

By Charles Nyachae I ICT, Protocol & Logistics Officer | charles@afsta.org
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A new seed 
e n t i t y , 
E C O B a s i c 
S e e d 
C o m p a n y 

will prioritise production 
of early generation seeds 
production in Nigeria in an 
effort to drive the seed 
sector in the sub-region 
with the production of 
high quality and pure 
seeds.

The company, established 
by the Seed Entrepreneurs 
Association of Nigeria 
(SEEDAN), African 
Agricultural Technology 
Foundation (AATF) and 
Alliance for a Green 
Revolution in Africa 
(AGRA) seek to produce 
and supply foundation 
seed of the highest 
quality and purity to seed 
companies in West Africa. 

According to Mr. Brighton 
Karume, Managing 
Director, ECOBasic Seed 
Company currently, over 
90 per cent of the Early 
Generation Seed (EGS) – 

Breeder and Foundation 
seed – sourced in Nigeria 
are from research 
institutions. 

“However, these research 
institutions struggle to 
meet the rising demand 
for high-quality foundation 
seed from seed companies 
due to inadequate financial 
and technical support. 
This has a huge impact 
on the productivity and 
profitability of indigenous 
seed companies which 
ultimately limits farmers’ 
access to high-quality 
seeds, ” Mr. Karume 
while speaking at a media 
conference in Kaduna.

He noted that closing the 
national maize production 
and demand gap requires 
concerted efforts by 
players across the value 
chain. 

Nigeria, he said, can double 
its maize production and 
achieve self-sufficiency 
if 50 per cent of maize 

farmers across the country 
adopt hybrid maize 
varieties.

“At the core of this effort 
is the need to accelerate 
awareness and widespread 
use of improved, disease-
resistant hybrid maize 
seed varieties that can 
resist striga and fall 
armyworm infestation 
thereby boosting yield. 
It all starts with the right 
seed.”

The company will 
produce genetically pure 
foundation seed so that 
the true potential of the 
hybrids is realized and 
hence transform Open 
Pollinated Varieties (OPV) 
seed to produce hybrid 
maize seed.

Source: https://www.
vanguardngr.com/2022/03/
ecobasic-seed-company-to-
bridge-early-generation-seed-
gap-in-w-africa/

New company will produce early 
generation seed in Nigeria

By Ibrahim Hassan-Wuyo I info@vanguardngr.com 
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Though plant breeding 
innovations like gene 
editing have become 
widespread across 
the globe, regulations 

remain low or non-existent in 
most countries.

In Africa, for instance, only Nigeria 
has set-up guidelines for gene-
editing whereas in several other 
countries there are ongoing 
discussions, in more than two-
thirds of the continent no 
regulatory progress is being made.

Despite this, Dr. Leena Tripathi, 
Director East African Hub, 
International Institute of Tropical 
Agriculture (IITA), notes that 
in countries where regulatory 
approaches have been put 
in place, there remains a huge 
debate on whether gene-edited 
crops should be regulated under 
Genetically Modified Organisms 
(GMOs) or not.

According to Dr. Tripathi, gene 
editing is a group of techniques 
used to precisely and efficiently 

make specific changes to an 
organism’s genome by either 
adding, removing or altering 
the genetic composition (DNA). 
However, unlike GMO, the final 
products do not have traces of 
foreign DNA.

She notes that most of the 
regulatory approaches applied 
worldwide are based on product 
characteristics and or the process 
involved leading to disparities.

While in the European Union, 
genetically edited products 
are considered to be GMOs, in 
Argentina, genetically edited 
crops with no foreign gene are 
not subjected to GMO regulation, 
thus allowing for a case-by-case 
assessment to determine the 
regulatory status of a crop.

In Nigeria, however, if the 
gene edited process or product 
does not lead to or have a new 
combination of genetic material, 
a non-genetically modified 
regulatory classification is applied. 
In this case, basic information 
on the overall breeding process, 
genetic changes, traits, bred-out 
of helper transgenes, etc. will be 
required.

Of concern, according to 
Dr. Tripathi is that if different 
regulations are applied to 
products developed through new 
breeding techniques (NBT), there 
may be different requirements 
for pre-market assessments.

Expert calls for clear regulations of 
plant breeding innovations

“Issues are likely to increase 
because NBT products are 
indistinguishable from those 
derived from traditional plant 
breeding or naturally occurring 
genetic variation,” she cautions.

In agreement, the International 
Seed Federation (ISF) calls for 
adoption of science-based, 
consistent policies for NBT 
products, noting that it would 
facilitate the development and 
uptake of advanced, innovative 
breeding applications by private 
and public breeders in developed 
and developing countries.

Though many gene-edited 
products are still in the 
development pipeline, some 
products have already been 
approved for the market. They 
include non-browning mushroom 
in US and Canada, Calyno-high 
oleic soybean oil in the US, 
and tomato rich in gamma-
aminobutyric acid (GABA) to fight 
high blood pressure in Japan.

In East Africa, work is being carried 
out on bananas as the region is 
the third largest global producer. 
Though the IITA East Africa hub is 
using a variety of tools to improve 
the banana variety in the region, 
they are using gene editing to 
develop varieties that have traits, 
which are resistant to banana 
streak virus, fusarium wilt, black 
sigatoka and banana 

By Aghan Daniel I AFSTA Communication Officer I daghan@afsta.org

Dr Leena Tripathi, 
IITA Director, Eastern Africa
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Despite the 
e n o r m o u s 
potential of 
legumes in 
Africa, the sector 

remains largely untapped by the 
private sector. This has been 
due to challenges both on the 
demand and supply side.
On the demand side, because 
most legumes are self-
pollinated and low genetic 
degeneration, farmers can save 
for long making prediction 
of seed demand difficult. 
Moreover, the unreliable and 
often fragmented production 
and small farms lead to reduced 
economic scale while the crops 
are often undervalued by 
farmers, seed companies and 
agricultural policy makers.
On the other hand, delays in 
availing varieties to farmers 
and inadequate drive on 
legume-facing interventions 
that is often a one-size-fits-all 
approach adapted from maize 

success plague the supply side.
To solve this, the Pan-African 
Bean Research Alliance 
(PABRA) has developed the 
corridor approach which 
prioritizes demand aggregation, 
price incentives, value chain 
development and efficiency.
According to Jean-Claude 
Rubyogo Bean Program Leader 
& Director, PABRA, the approach 
is based on demand led breeding 
with improved farmer-preferred 
and market demanded 
varieties, engagement with 
grain traders to accelerate 
legume commercialization, 
seed demand aggregation and 
price incentives based on grain 
quality as well as mainstreaming 
of other crops.
He was speaking at the just 
ended AFSTA Congress held 
in Djerba, Tunisia from 28th 
February to 3rd March 2022. 
Through this approach, more 
than 15 companies have been 

licensed to commercialize beans 
seed by national agricultural 
research stations (NARS) and 
the Alliance & International 
Centre for Tropical Agriculture 
(CIAT).
Other achievements include 
creating demand for quality seed 
through value-chain support, 
demonstrations, postharvest 
handling including seed 
business training and market 
linkages and increasing access 
to high-quality seed of improved 
varieties, complementary 
information, efficient seed 
market through small packs, 
and better coordination with 
extension or development 
programmes.  Besides, farmers 
have been reached “at last 
mile”, bundling seed with other 
products, on existing product 
supply channels such as seeds 
dressing chemicals.

Corridors approach to increase trade in 
legumes across Africa

By Aghan Daniel I AFSTA Communication Officer I daghan@afsta.org
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Farmers in Africa now 
have an easy-to-
use, digitised seed 
information tool that 
facilitates access to 

data that supports seed system 
development.

Development Gateway - an 
IREX Venture (DG), The African 
Seed Access Index (TASAI), 
and Cornell University started 
developing the dashboard in 
2019 to support policy reform 
by government, investment 
priorities by development 
partners, and strategy by private 
companies working in Africa’s 
formal seed sector.

The new interactive digital tool 
dubbed Visualising Information 

on Seeds Using Technology in 
Africa (TASAI-VISTA) Dashboard 
will visualise and use data to 
support a fully functional formal 
seed system.

Speaking during the launch 
of the tool at the 22nd African 
Seed Trade Association (AFSTA) 
congress in Djerba, Tunisia, last 
month, Mainza Mugoya, TASAI 
Regional Coordinator, said the 
tool will enhance access to 
improved seeds by smallholder 
farmers in Africa.

The CEO of Development 
Gateway (DG), Mr Joshua Powell, 
added that the new interactive 
digital tool includes data from 
17 African countries and displays 
22 different indicators such 

New tool to facilitate easy access to seed 
now available

as number of active breeders 
by crop, availability of basic 
seed, number of active seed 
companies/producers, number 
of varieties sold, and number of 
seed inspectors.

 “The TASAI team has been 
collecting country-level seed 
sector data since 2015, and 
we are excited to share this 
wealth of information in this 
new digital format. Seed sector 
stakeholders already rely on 
TASAI country reports as a 
source of valuable information, 
but the new dashboard will 
expand their access and allow 
for comparisons across time and 
space that were difficult to do 
previously,” Research Professor 
in Global Development at Cornell 
University and Chief Scientific 
Adviser to TASAI, said.

He explained that the TASAI-
VISTA Dashboard was developed 
after an initial assessment of 
stakeholders in the seed sector. 
Following the assessment, 
Development Gateway and TASAI 
held a co-design workshop to get 
feedback and to validate initial 
findings before incorporating 
user responses into the final 
design.

The launch of the tool comes 
amidst findings of a recent report 
that stated that Africa still trades 
in both old and new varieties. 

By Christine Ochogo | christawine@gmail.com

Dr. Edward Mabaya during the launch of the tool to aid access to 
seed information at the AFSTA Congress 2022.
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Africa’s forum 
for food and 
a g r i c u l t u r e 
(AGRF), has 
l a u n c h e d 

its 12th annual summit 
under the theme “Grow, 
Nourish and Reward – 
Bold Actions for Resilient 
Food Systems” to be held 
in Kigali, Rwanda from 5th 
to 9th September 2022.
This year’s summit will 
call for accelerated action 
by leaders, innovators, 
businesses, private 
institutions, civil society, 
and development agencies 
to put forward bold 
actions and unite efforts 
towards the continental 
food security agenda.
Recognizing the urgency 
to deliver on the Malabo 
commitments and the 
sustainable development 

goals (SDGs), the AGRF 
2022 summit will spotlight 
the ongoing efforts and 
country-led actions that 
can be scaled up towards 
food systems that deliver 
for the people, planet, and 
prosperity.
Speaking during the 
launch event, the Right 
Honourable Dr. Edouard 
Ngirente, the Prime 
Minister of the Republic 
of Rwanda reiterated 
Rwanda’s confidence in 
the AGRF 2022 to come up 
with a sustainable solution 
to the food system issue 
on the African continent.
“Rwanda is confident 
that the AGRF 2022 
Summit will come up with 
concrete actions that 
can build sustainable and 
resilient food systems to 
feed nearly 256 million 

reportedly suffering from 
severe food insecurity 
on the African continent. 
Commodities such as beef, 
grain wheat, sugar, rice 
and soybeans that Africa 
has been importing, can 
be better produced on the 
continent if we implement 
the right policies.”
The Prime Minister of 
Rwanda welcomed 
delegates from across the 
continent and beyond to 
participate and contribute 
to the AGRF 2022 Summit.
The Summit will mobilize 
private and public 
investments, innovations, 
and country-based 
solutions and celebrate 
initiatives that are 
actionable and scalable in 
delivering food systems 
transformation.

AGRF 2022 summit to be held in Rwanda 
in September

By Aghan Daniel I AFSTA Communication Officer I daghan@afsta.org
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Despite high 
c o m m o d i t y 
prices to 
p r o v i d e 
incentive for 

corn and wheat planting, 
acreage for the two crops 
in South Africa is expected 
to remain flat in the 2022-
23 marketing year due to 
the lack of availability 
and high cost of inputs, 
according to a Global 
Agricultural Information 
Network report from the 
Foreign Agricultural Service 
of the US Department of 
Agriculture (USDA).

The USDA said the cost of 
farming inputs, especially 
fertilizer, more than doubled 
this past year, increasing 
the risk of production in 

a weather-dependent 
industry. As a result, the 
USDA forecasts that South 
Africa’s corn area will stay 
flat in in 2022-23, while 
wheat area will increase by 
a modest 10%.

However, the report 
noted that South Africa 
should maintain its status 
as a net exporter of corn 
with exports of 2.5 million 
tonnes, while wheat and 
wheat products imports 
should remain at 1.7 million 
tonnes.

South Africa’s rice imports 
are expected to increase 
by 3% to 1.1 million tonnes 
on a marginal growth in 
demand.

Input costs hindering South African 
corn, wheat planting

Assuming normal weather 
conditions and including the 
subsistence farming sector, 
South Africa’s total corn 
crop for 2022-23 could reach 
15.6 million tonnes, which 
is slightly larger than the 
expected corn crop of 15.1 
million in 2021-22. The USDA 
projects South Africa’s 
wheat output at 2.1 million 
tonnes in 2022-23, after 
producing 2.3 million tonnes 
in 2021-22.

Source: https://www.world-
grain.com/articles/16688-input-
costs-hindering-south-african-
corn-wheat-planting
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AFSTA WEB ADVERTISEMENT

AFSTA gets a Technical Manager

AFSTA Secretariat offers online advertising opportunity for all members on a first-come first-served 
basis as the advertisement slots are limited. Your logo will be placed at the top right hand side of the 
homepage and will flash alternately as it currently on our website (www.afsta.org)

Your logo will be linked to your website or if you want to advertise a particular product you can send 
us artwork to be linked to your logo. The cost of the website advert is US$ 300 for AFSTA members and 
US$350 for Non members for a period of one year.

Contact : Charles Nyachae, ICT, Protocol & Logistics Officer on: charles@afsta.org

We are pleased to inform you that the AFSTA Secretariat 
has additional staff, Ms. Catherine Lang’at. She will bring 
a wealth of experience in the seed sector to strengthen 

the AFSTA Secretariat. In addition to various professional training 
courses in various countries, she holds Double Master’s degree 
in Plant Breeding from Uni LaSalle Beauvais, France and Ghent 
University, Belgium.
Catherine has previously worked for the Kenya Plant Health 
Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS), the International Seed Federation 
(ISF), and European Seed Association (EUROSEEDS). 
Catherine is taking over from Mrs. Grace Gitu who has retired. 
Please join us in welcoming Catherine to the AFSTA family.

• Aghan Daniel, Communication and Advocacy Officer
• Charles Nyachae, ICT, Protocol and Logistics Officer

Disclaimer:
The African Seed Trade Association takes every precaution 
in verifying the accuracy of information supplied by its 
Secretariat, but does not accept liability for errors, which 
may nevertheless appear in this publication. Submissions 
by contributors to the publication may not necessarily 
reflect the views of the AFSTA Secretariat, the Board or its 
members.

Contacts:
AFSTA Secretariat
Tel: +254 – 20 – 242 9017
E-mail: afsta@afsta.org
Website: www.afsta.org
Twitter:@AFSTA_Seed
LinkeIn: African Seed Trade Association
FaceBook: AFSTA_Seed

UPCOMING EVENTS

1. 16th- 18th May 2022: ISF 
Congress 2022, Catalunya in 
Barcelona, Spain

2. 25th - 29th June 2022: ASTA’s 
Policy & Leadership 
Development Conference: 
Indianapolis, Indiana

3. 8th- 9th June 2022: Sansor 
Congres: The President Hotel, 
Capetown, South Africa

4. 16th- 18th May 2022: ISF 
Congress 2022, Catalunya in 
Barcelona, Spain

5. 6th - 9th March 2023: AFSTA 
Congress 2023 in Dakar, 
Senegal

EDITORIAL:

Ms. Catherine Lang’at 
Technical Services 
Manager of AFSTA


