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KENYA READY TO HOST AFSTA CONGRESS 2021 IN SEPTEMBER
By Daniel Aghan | AFSTA Communication Officer I daghan@afsta.org

Vol: 089 July 2021

INSIDE THIS EDITION...

Preparations for the AFSTA 
Annual Congress 2021 are 
now on high gear following 

the confirmation of Mombasa as 
the host city. The event will take 
place from 27th to 30th September 
2021 at the Diani Reef Beach Resort 
& Spa located in the South Coast of 
the town.

Mombasa, a melting pot of 
languages and cultures from all 
sides of the Indian Ocean, waits 
like a decadent dessert for travelers 
who make it to Kenya’s coastline. 
Having more in common with Dakar 
or Dar es Salaam than Nairobi, 
Mombasa’s blend of India, Arabia 
and Africa is uniquely enchanting, 
and many visitors find themselves 
falling for East Africa’s biggest and 
most cosmopolitan port. 

The Chair of the National 
Organizing Committee (NOC), 
Mr. Kassim Owino while looking 
forward to welcoming all delegates 
to this Congress, reiterated his 
commitment to the organization 
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of the Congress 2021 together 
with the entire NOC members to 
guarantee its success and meets 
the expectations of the delegates. 

“We know we will be hosting the 
event at a very tricky time, but 
please be assured, we shall do our 
best to ensure all is done according 
to the protocols internationally and 
locally paying close attention to 
COVID-19 requirements since the 
safety of all the delegates is our top 
priority,” he told E-Review.

The registration to the Congress 
is now open and delegates can 
register using the following link: 
https://www.afsta.org/congress/ 

That will also have the opportunity 
to book exhibition booths and 
trading tables as well as opportunity 
to sponsor various items of the 
Congress 2021.

For more details, please contact the 
AFSTA Secretariat at afsta@afsta.org. 
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EGYPT’S WHEAT PRODUCTION EXPECTED TO INCREASE
By  Susan Reidy

ZAMBIA JOINS ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT (OECD)

An increase in the harvested 
area is expected to boost 
Egypt’s wheat production 

to 9 million tonnes in the 2021-
22 marketing year, according 
to a report from the Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS) of the US 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).

The total harvested area is 
estimated at 1.4 million hectares, 
which compared with 1.39 
million hectares in the previous 
year.  

Imports for the 2021-22 
marketing year are estimated 
at 13.2 million tonnes, up 1.53% 
from the previous year.

FAS Cairo forecasts Egypt’s wheat 
consumption in 2021-22 at 21.3 
million tonnes, up by almost 2.4% 
from 2020-21. The increase is 
attributed to the increase in food, 

seed and industrial use.

Egypt currently has more than 410 
public, public/private, and private 
sector mills with total investments 
of more than $1.5 billion. Public 
mills and public/private mills 
produce 82% extraction flour, 
which is used for making the 
subsidized Baladi bread, the FAS 
said.

The private sector mills that 
produce 82% extraction flour for 
the bread subsidy program are 
not allowed to produce the 72% 
extraction flour produced by other 
private sector mills, which is used 

in the production of pastries and 
other types of bread.

The FAS forecasts corn production 
6.4 million tonnes, unchanged 
from the previous year. Planted 
area is also unchanged at 800,000 
hectares.

Egypt’s total corn consumption is 
estimated at 16.9 million tonnes, 
up 1.2% from a year ago.

Imports are estimated at 10.3 
million tonnes, unchanged from 
2020-21. Egypt’s yellow corn 
production covers less than 35% 
of its feed demand needs and 
imports supplement the feed 
manufacturing industry’s current 
production, the FAS said.

https://www.world-grain.com/
articles/15061-egypts-wheat-
production-expected-to-increase

The Seed Control and 
Certification Institute 
(SCCI), Zambia’s seed 

authority, has been accepted 
by the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) 
—a major achievement for 
SCCI, Zambian seed traders, 
Feed the Future, USAID 
Southern Africa, and the 
Feed the Future Southern 
Africa Seed Trade Project. 

Zambia’s seed certification 
standards are now 
considered equivalent to 
all other OECD member 

countries within the same 
seed schemes. 

Zambian seed companies 
will now be able to 
trade using the globally 
recognized OECD seed 
label for export. OECD 
membership will grant 
Zambian seed companies 
access to markets with 
stringent seed regulations. 

This accreditation will 
strengthen Zambia’s status 
as the largest exporter of 
maize seed within the SADC 
region and cross Africa.
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The African Seed Traders 
Association (AFSTA) invites 
articles from members and 

journalists to be published in its flagship 
magazine, The African Seed Magazine 
due to be published in September 2021.

We are calling for in-depth articles, 
commentaries, opinion pieces on any 
initiative or news in your country on seed 
trade and seed production initiatives, 
policy, projects that have a direct impact 
on the African seed sector.

Should you have an idea on which idea 
you want to write an article on, please 
get in touch with the undersigned first 
before proceeding to do the article for 
finer details.

Kindly note that AFSTA being a neutral 
body, only publishes articles, which 
do not promote one company’s work. 
However joint efforts by a consortium of 
companies will be published.

Advertisements are accepted and will 
be charged as per the rates already 
communicated.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF 
ARTICLES: August 10, 2021.

Please send your articles to our 
communication officer, Aghan Daniel, 
Communication & Advocacy Officer, 
Whatsapp +254775327635. He can also 
be reached on email at daghan@afsta.org, 
or afsta@afsta.org.

NIGERIA MAKES HISTORY WITH GMO COWPEA ROLLOUT
By Nkechi Isaac

AFSTA CALLS FOR 
ARTICLES FROM MEMBERS

History was made on June 30th 2021  as 
Nigeria officially released genetically 
modified (GM) cowpea, which offers 

protection from the pod borer pest.

It’s the first genetically modified (GM) food crop 
adopted in Africa outside of South Africa. The 
pod borer-resistant (PBR) cowpea — popularly 
known as beans in Nigeria — is resistant to the 
insect pest Maruca vitrata, which is responsible 
for up to 80 percent yield losses.

PBR cowpea, which was first released in Nigeria 
in December 2019 as the SAMPEA 20-T variety, 
is the product of an international partnership 
under the coordination of the African 
Agricultural Technology Foundation (AATF) 
that included scientists from the Institute for 
Agricultural Research (IAR) of Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria.

Dr.  Denis Kyetere, the outgoing executive 
director of AATF, described the launch in Kano 
as a landmark event that would help Nigeria to 
achieve food security and also increase farmers’ 
incomes.

In his speech on the occasion, he said the 
development of PBR cowpea was a long journey 
that started in real terms with the acquisition of 
the technology.

“The national cowpea production will increase 
by 20 to 100 percent as has been recorded 
and witnessed by farmers during the national 
performance trials. It is estimated that 20 
percent of the cowpea consumed in Nigeria is 
imported. With PBR cowpea, Nigeria is set to 
save billions in earnings,” Kyetere stated.

He explained that an increased supply of cowpea 
would reduce malnutrition in the country, 
especially among children and women as many 
people depend on it as rich source of protein, 
vitamins (thiamine) and minerals such as iron, 
adding the development would translate to 
healthy life and increased productivity among 
the people.

In his speech on the occasion, Minister of 
Agriculture and Rural Development Sabo 
Nanono said the Federal Government had since 
the beginning of the Buhari administration 
been working assiduously to address farming 
constraints in the country to improve living 
standard of farmers and enhance their 
contribution to government’s efforts to boost 
food security.

He described the launch of the genetically 
modified beans as liberation for the nation’s 
farmers, who he said had been faced with 
the incessant nightmare of dealing with the 
devastating impact of Maruca vitrata.

“I was reliably informed that during the 2020 
cropping season, in on-farm demonstration 
trials in 28 sites across Adamawa, Bauchi, 
Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Zamfara, Kebbi, and 
Plateau, results of the demonstration trials 
clearly indicate the agronomic superiority of the 

new variety resulting in high demand for seed,” 
Nanono said.

The government, according to the minister, is 
currently repositioning the country’s agricultural 
extension services to provide farmers with the 
latest information on varieties and the best 
options to improve agricultural productivity.

The Minister of Science and Technology, Dr. 
Ogbonnya Onu, paid tribute to the nation’s 
scientists for the great work done, saying the 
feat had registered the country on the world 
map.

“Agricultural biotechnology is one of the 
interesting tools capable of providing a soft 
landing for us as a nation in the midst of growing 
issues of food and nutritional insecurity because 
it has proven that it has the ability to quickly 
respond to low productivity, diseases, and pest 
challenges as well as climate change,” Onu said.

Nigeria, he said, could only solve its food 
problems, which have been exacerbated by the 
dwindling fertility of the soil and the reliance on 
age-old farming methods, by thinking outside 
the box.

Governor Abdullahi Ganduje of Kano State also 
commended the efforts of Nigerian scientists 
from the Institute for Agricultural Research 
(IAR), Zaria, with support from NABDA for their 
selfless service that resulted in development 
and release of PBR Cowpea.

“In Africa generally, yields have been on 
perpetual decline, while in other climes, farmers 
are among the richest,” he said. “But here, 
farmers are at the lowest part of the ladder 
in our society struggling to feed themselves 
and sell what is left to [pay] for their children’s 
school fees.”

Saying the feat should spur the nation to take 
advantage of the emerging technologies and 
innovations in agriculture to regain lost glories 
and make huge economic gains alongside, he 
added: “Today, Nigeria is recognized as the first 
country in the world to release a cowpea variety 
that is resistant to Maruca, the destructive 
insect that had been a nightmare to farmers on 
the African continent.”

The director-general of the National 
Biotechnology Development Agency 
(NABDA), Prof. Abdullahi Mustapha, 
noted:“Biotechnology, as we have seen in 
other countries, is a tool that can enhance 
productivity, reduce drudgery and increase 
yields. This is why the Federal Government of 
Nigeria established the National Biotechnology 
Development Agency (NABDA) in 2001 to 
promote, coordinate and set research and 
development priority in biotechnology for 
Nigeria.”

https://all ianceforscience.cornell.edu/
blog/2021/06/nigeria-makes-history-with-
gmo-cowpea-rollout/
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NEW REPORT FINDS FRUIT, VEGETABLES, PROTEIN REMAIN OUT OF 
REACH FOR MOST AFRICANS

By Daniel Aghan I daghan@afsta.org

Africa’s agri-food systems 
must be transformed to 
make healthy diets more 

affordable for Africans. That is the 
central message of a new report 
launched today by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), the UN 
Economic Commission for Africa 
(UNECA) and the African Union 
Commission (AUC).

According to the latest Africa 
Regional Overview of Food 
Security and Nutrition, Africans 
face some of the highest food costs 
when compared to other regions 
of a similar level of development. 
Nutritious foods, such as fruits, 
vegetables and animal proteins, 
are relatively expensive when 
compared to staples such as 
cereals and starchy roots, and, 
the report argues, some of the 
reasons for this are systemic.

Evidence presented in the report 
shows that nearly three-quarters 
of the African population cannot 

afford a healthy diet of fruits, 
vegetable and animal proteins, 
and more than half cannot 
afford a nutrient-adequate 
diet, which provides a mix of 
carbohydrates, protein, fats, and 
essential vitamins and minerals 
to maintain basic health. Even 
an energy-sufficient diet, which 
supplies a bare minimum of 
energy and little else, is out of 
reach for over 10 percent of the 
continent’s population.

“The picture that emerges is that 
the agri-food systems in Africa 
do not provide food at a cost that 
makes healthy diets affordable to 
the majority of the population, 
and this is reflected in the high 
disease burden associated with 
maternal and child malnutrition, 
high body-mass, micronutrient 
deficiencies and dietary 
risk factors,” FAO Assistant 
Director-General and Regional 

Representative for Africa Abebe Haile-
Gabriel said with William Lugemwa 
UNECA’s Director of the Private 
Sector Development and Finance 
Division, and Josefa Sacko, African 
Union Commissioner for Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Blue Economy 
and Sustainable Environment in the 
report’s joint foreword.

“A common vision, strong political 
leadership and effective cross-sectoral 
collaboration, including the private 
sector, are essential to agree on 
trade-offs and identify and implement 
sustainable solutions to transform agri-
food systems for healthy, affordable 
diets,” they said.
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‘Unacceptably slow’ progress on 
ending malnutrition

Overall progress in meeting global 
nutrition targets remains unacceptably 
slow in Africa, according to the report. 
Sub-Saharan Africa is the only region in 
the world where the number of stunted 
children continues to rise. Although the 
prevalence of stunting is declining, it 
is falling only very slowly and despite 
progress, nearly a third of the children 
in sub-Saharan Africa are stunted.

Only three countries, Eswatini, Kenya 
and Sao Tome and Principe, are on 
course to meet four of the five World 
Health Assembly nutrition targets. 
Three other countries, Ghana, Lesotho 
and Rwanda, are on track to meet three 
of the targets.

The report also states that current 
food consumption patterns in Africa 
impose high health and environmental 
costs which are not reflected in food 
prices. Including these costs would add 
US$0.35 to each dollar spent on food in 
sub-Saharan Africa.

Rebalancing diets to include more 
plant-based foods would reduce the 
cost of diets and lower health and 
environmental costs. Compared to 
current average diets, diets that are 

more plant-based would reduce the 
full cost of diets, including health and 
environmental costs, by 11–21 percent 
in low-income countries.

Transforming agri-food systems for 
affordable, healthy diets

The findings highlight the importance 
of prioritizing the transformation of 
agri-food systems to ensure access to 
affordable and healthy diets for all, 
produced in a sustainable manner. 
Smart policies and interventions 
throughout agri-food systems are 
needed to raise yields, lower costs, 
promote nutritious foods, and reduce 
health and environmental costs.

Within the African context, essential 
interventions include increased 
investment in research and extension 
to improve yields, especially of 
nutritious foods, and greater efforts to 
adopt modern farming technologies. 
Production must be intensified in a 
sustainable manner, the report argues, 
along with interventions to improve 
land governance, empower women 
farmers, reduce post-harvest losses 
and improve market access.

Other efforts required include 

micronutrient fortification of staple 
foods, better food safety, improved 
maternal and child nutrition and 
care, nutrition education, and 
government policies that promote 
access to nutritious food through social 
protection, poverty reduction and 
income inequality.

Key facts and figures

•	 Nearly three-quarters of 
Africans cannot afford a 
healthy diet

•	 Over half of all Africans (51%) 
cannot afford a nutrient-
adequate diet

•	 An energy-sufficient diet is 
beyond the means of one in 
every 10 (11.3%) Africans

•	 Of the 185.5 million people 
globally who cannot afford an 
energy-sufficient diet, the vast 
majority (80%) live in Africa

... cont NEW REPORT FINDS FRUIT, VEGETABLES, PROTEIN REMAIN 
OUT OF REACH FOR MOST AFRICANS

By Daniel Aghan I daghan@afsta.org
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CORAF, PARTNERS TO ASSIST CAPE VERDE DEVELOP ITS SEED SECTOR 
Source: https://www.coraf.org/2021/06/24/coraf-partners-to-assist-cape-verde-develop-its-seed-sector/

A joint delegation of the 
Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS), 

the West African Economic and 
Monetary Union (WAEMU), the Inter-
State Committee to Combat Drought 
in the Sahel (CILSS), and CORAF met 
with officials of Cape Verde to agree 
on a plan to develop its seed sector 
further. 

At a recent three-day visit, the officials 
of the four regional organizations 
and those of Cape Verde agreed to 
work together to ensure Cape Verde 
complies with the harmonized 
regional seed regulation.

Seventeen West African countries, 
including Mauritania and Chad, 
have signed up for the regional 
policy. However, while most of them 
have made commendable strides 
to implementing the policy, few 
countries, including Cape Verde, 
have not satisfactorily implemented 
the policy.

“This mission allowed Cape Verde 
to have a seed sector development 
plan. If properly implemented, it 
will allow them to catch up with 
other countries, and as a result, see 
a boost in their agricultural sector,” 
said Dr. Yacouba Diallo, a seed expert 
with CORAF who was part of the 
delegation.

The Harmonized Regional Seed and 
Seedling Regulation is one of the 
measures to level the playing field 
for cross-border trade in seeds across 
the seventeen member countries of 
the ECOWAS-WAEMU-CILSS region.

During the working visit, the 
ECOWAS-UEMOA-CILSS-CORAF 
delegation met with several actors of 
the agriculture system of Cape Verde 
– top among which was the General 
Secretary of Agrarian Economy.

“The roadmap developed in 
collaboration with all stakeholders, 
especially the private sector, will 

serve as a strategic direction for 
Cape Verde and help it to have a 
strong and resilient seed industry,” 
says Dr. Hippolyte Affognon, 
Coordinator of the Partnership for 
Agricultural Research, Education, 
and Development in West Africa 
(PAIRED) program.

A similar mission also traveled to 
Guinea-Bissau and would later visit 
Chad with the overarching objective 
to support these countries to 
improve their compliance with the 
harmonized seed regulation. 
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STUDY SHOWS COVID-19 IMPACTED NEGATIVELY ON AVAILABILITY OF 
QUALITY SEED 

By Evelyn Makena| evelynmakena@gmail.com

COVID-19 has negatively affected 
the availability of quality seed 
and farmers timely access to it 

posing a serious risk of food insecurity 
in many countries, recently released 
assessments have shown. 

The rapid assessments on impact of 
COVID-19 on availability of quality 
seed to farmers conducted by experts 
in Nigeria, Myanmar, Ethiopia and 
Uganda show that the public health 
crisis has seriously impacted the food 
systems and the agriculture sector.

The findings are contained in a study 
known as Rapid assessments of the 
impact of COVID-19 on the availability 
of quality seed to farmers: Advocating 
immediate practical, remedial and 
preventative action. Trade blockages 
occasioned by the pandemic and 
instability in local and global food 
markets have caused disruptions in 
food availability and supply with the 
poorest people most affected.

Agricultural Systems, an international 
journal that deals with interactions - 
among the components of agricultural 
systems, among hierarchical levels 
of agricultural systems, between 
agricultural and other land use 
systems, and between agricultural 
systems and their natural, social and 
economic environments.

Farmers in low and middle-income 
countries acquire most of their seed 86 
per cent from informal seed systems 
the assessments show. Sources of 
seed for majority of these farmers 
include what they save for themselves, 
exchange with others and purchases at 
unregulated markets.

Food insecurity

Consequently, shortage of particularly 
new and improved seed varieties will 
affect future food productivity and 
production. Additionally, the nutrition 
and income derived from food crops 

could deteriorate with the potential 
of the current health crisis progressing 
into a hunger crisis. 

The economy will not be spared by the 
crisis especially in sub-Saharan Africa 
where agriculture is a key sector. A 
2020 analysis by World Bank projected 
that economic growth in sub-Saharan 
Africa will decline from 2.4 per cent in 
2019 and contract by between 2.1 per 
cent and 5.1 per cent in 2020. 

Agriculture will be one of the hardest 
hit sectors resulting in many countries 
in the region facing food insecurity. 
Trade blockages will result in a 
decrease of agricultural production 
by 2.6 to 7 per cent. Food imports are 
estimated to decline by between 13 
and 25 per cent. 

Study rationale

Rapid assessments on the impact of 
COVID-19 on seed availability were 
conducted by a coalition of partners 
from the four countries in May and 
June 2020. The assessments were 
rapid and valuable in assessing the 
availability and timely access to seeds 
by farmers and key in advocating for 
the necessary preventative action.

A panel of 36 or more local experts 
operating in the formal seed system 
in each country helped identify the 
existing threats and challenges in 
the seed sector and recommended 
practical measures to tackle the two 
issues. 

Survey panelists relied on focus group 
discussions, mobile applications, web 
survey and virtual conferencing apps 
to collect data and compile findings. It 
took two weeks to collect and publish 
findings of a seed alert per survey 
cycle. The four countries published the 
data in their own dashboards showing 
where impact was felt the most and 

displaying contextual information since 
they were at different stages in their 
agricultural seasons. 

Consequences of movement 
restrictions

For all the challenges identified practical 
solutions were offered and implemented. 
At the root of disruptions in seed supply 
and other inputs to farmers, was reduced 
mobility as a result of lockdowns, social 
distancing, curfews, prohibition of 
gatherings and closure of public property.  
More than 75 per cent of the survey panel 
in the four countries reported this as a 
barrier to seed supply. 

Increased cost of transactions and doing 
business during the pandemic, experts 
believed would exacerbate scarcity 
and increase cost of inputs for seed 
production. This cost was likely to be 
pushed to either the producer or the 
farmer with 72 per cent of the respondents 
raising concern over the outlook of seed 
production and availability in 2020 and in 
future.

Respondents of the survey panel believed 
that seed sales and farmers willingness to 
pay for seed had declined by 62 per cent 
and 64 per cent respectively.

Delays in seed distribution were caused 
by lockdown and absenteeism of workers 
in processing zones due to COVID-19 
restrictions leading to a decline in sale 
of quality seeds. Due to these delays, 
farmers are unlikely to benefit from 
investments in crop improvement for 
more seasons to come. Additionally, the 
assessments show that there has been 
an increase in uptake of information 
technologies in crops service provision 
during the pandemic. 

According to the assessments the 
pandemic has magnified the structural 
weaknesses in the organization of the 
seed sector for which reforms ought to 
have been effected long ago.
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EVEN WITH POOR RAINS, GENETICALLY MODIFIED COTTON FARMERS IN 
MALAWI REAP BIG 

By  George Mhango, Blantyre, Malawii

Malawi has become the latest 
African country to adopt 
growth of genetically 

modified cotton seed varieties under 
BT Cotton. Others countries that 
have also embraced this include 
Kenya, Cameroon, Ghana, Uganda 
and Nigeria.

This comes after successful biotech 
experiments by Quton Malawi and 
its partners, including approval of 
the new biotech seeds by Malawi 
authorities.

The new seed varieties seek to 
maximise production as opposed to 
conventional varieties, which have 
over years not benefited farmers.

It is now two years since local farmers 
started growing new seed cotton 
varieties in Malawi. The new cotton 
seeds that have replaced Makoka 
78 and Tchureza are Bollgaurd2 and 
Mahyco.  

Quton Malawi facilitated 
introduction of the new varieties 
under what is known as BT Cotton, 
with the backing of Seed Trade 
Association of Malawi-STAM.

STAM business development officer 
Supply Chisi explains opportunities 
of BT Cotton.

“The varieties are environmental 
friendly and we will ensure that more 
farmers plant them. They are also 
destined to alleviate poverty,” he 
says.

Interviews in Chikwawa have proved 
that farmers spend less on pesticides 
and that production is far much 
better that the previous varieties.

For example, father of 12 children 
France Thole says Mahyco variety 
records more than 100 balls unlike 
before when only four balls were 
recorded.

He adds that new varieties have 
proven to be good through 30 
demonstrations in Paiva Village, 
Traditional Authority N’gabu, 
prompting more farmers to grow.

In this second year of embracing BT 
Cotton, 6006 farmers have grown the 
crop from last year’s 1000 farmers in 
the Central part of Chikwawa District 
alone.

Thole states that: “It has also been 
put on record that farmers used to 
spray the crop six times but with the 
adoption of BT Cotton, two years 
ago, spraying is done once, meaning 
less is spent on the procurement of 
pesticides.”

Thole, who is also chair of the 
Chikwawa Stakeholders Committee, 
says as for prices, current varieties 
are supposed to be sold at almost 
K700 per kilogramme as opposed to 
the previous K250 per kilogramme.

Other farmers such as Patuma Vita 
decry lack of competition because 
only one buyer is allocated per each 
zone by government through the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation.

“The price issue aside even with poor 
rains, I have harvested something as 
opposed to conventional seeds. My 
plea is that government should come 
in on prices, K340 per kilogramme is 
not good,” she complains.

It remains positive from farmers that 
BT Cotton has liberated them from 
social and economic woes they were 
subjected to before new varieties.

Although Yesaya Antonio, Chair 
of Nyasamba Cooperatives, asks 
government to provide subsidies to 
the crop and loans to cooperatives, 
his life has changed.

He notes: “This variety is good and 
I have managed to harvest more 
than what I expected. It is pest free. 
I harvested more kilogrammes than 

last despite poor rains.”

What is more worth understanding 
is that even in the Central Region 
district of Salima, farmers are 
appreciative of BT Cotton.

One of the farmers there, Kiliness 
Chisamba grew cotton on four acres 
and said the seed is performing. She 
has had high quality but complains 
of poor prices. In fact, she wanted 
prices between 400 to 450 Malawi 
kwacha, but sold at MK340.

“Farmers are let down. The market 
has been an issue for four years. No 
competition for buyers. BT cotton 
– the seed is good and is free from 
diseases. And I have sprayed three 
times and the yield was beautiful,” 
she says.

Chikwawa and others districts like 
Salima, through new varieties have 
produced more than 3.4 million 
kilogrammes, according to data 
from Capital Hill since two years 
ago. Data has, however, shown that 
Chikwawa has produced half of the 
total national production.

Malawi looks at cotton as such a crop 
that contributes to the economy 
through job creation, forex earnings 
through exports and production of 
any kind of textile and garments that 
are destined for the international 
market.

Apart from Malawi, other countries 
that have embraced these genetically 
modified cotton seeds include 
Kenya, Cameroon, Ghana, Uganda 
and Nigeria.

Source: https://waterjournalistsafrica.
com/2021/07/even-with-poor-rains-
genetically-modified-cotton-farmers-in-
malawi-reap-big/ 
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	Congress	2021	charges	
 
There will be a Golf Tournament on Sunday 26th September 2021 sponsored by Seed Co. at 
the Leisure Lodge Golf Resort in Diani, Mombasa. You can register for the golf tournament on the 
online registration form by selecting “YES”. 

 
When registering online, Non-AFSTA members do not require a registration code. For AFSTA members 
and other categories, the Congress registration code will be given to you by AFSTA Secretariat. 
The registration fees for the congress 2021 are as follows: 

 
Category Early Bird Late Registration Onsite Registration 

 Before 15th September 
2021 

Before 22nd 
September 2021 

After 22nd September 
2021 

AFSTA Members 650 700 910 
AFSTA Member 
Spouse/Child 

250 300 390 

AFSTA Non-members 1,050 1,100 1,430 
Non-Member 
Spouse/Child 

350 400 520 

Kenyan Civil servants 450 450 - 
Exhibitors 450 450 - 
Trading Table (AFSTA 
members) 

300 300 - 

Trading Table (non-
members) 

400 400 - 

Exhibition Booth 
(3x2)m 

1,200 1,200 - 

    
African Seed Magazine Rate card (USD) 

Front cover (inside) 2,500  
Inside spread (two middle pages) 3,500  
Back Cover (inside) 2,000  
Back Cover (outside) TAKEN 3,000  
Full A4 page 1,000  
Half Page A5 600  
 

Web Adverts (1 year on www.afsta.org home page) 
AFSTA Members 300  
Non-Members 400  
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1. September 27-30 2021: 
AFSTA Congress 2021, 
Mombasa, Kenya au Diani 
Reef Beach Resort & Spa.

2. 18 - 20 October 2021: 
EuroSeed Congress 2021, 
Prague - Czech Republic: 

EDITORIAL:

• Aghan Daniel, Communication and Advocacy 

Officer

• Charles Nyachae, ICT and Logistics Officer

Disclaimer:

The African Seed Trade Association takes every 

precaution in verifying the accuracy of information 

supplied by its Secretariat, but does not accept liability for 

errors, which may nevertheless appear in this newsletter. 

Submissions by contributors to the newsletter may not 

necessarily reflect the views of the AFSTA Secretariat, 

the Board or its members.

Contacts:
AFSTA Secretariat

Tel:  +254 – 20 – 242 9017

E-mail: afsta@afsta.org

Website: www.afsta.org

Twitter:@AFSTA_Seed

FaceBook: AFSTA_Seed 

AFSTA Secretariat offers online advertising opportunity for all members on a first-
come first-served basis as the advertisement slots are limited. Your logo will be 
placed at the top right hand side of the homepage and will flash alternately as it 
currently on our website (www.afsta.org) 
Your logo will be linked to your website or if you want to advertise a particular 
product you can send us artwork to be linked to your logo. The cost of the website 
advert is US$ 300 for AFSTA members and US$350 for Non members for a period 
of one year.
Contact : Charles Nyachae, ICT & Logistics Officer on: charles@afsta.org 

AFSTA WEB ADVERTISEMENT

UPCOMING EVENTS

Register now for the AFSTA 
Congress 2021 and enjoy 
the early bird discount by 
clicking on https://www.
afsta.org/congress/  and 
then click on the congress 

logo to register

At the Diani Reef Beach Resort & Spa Hotel


