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By Mohamed Saidi  I saidi.fnis.ma@gmail.com
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INSIDE THIS EDITION...

Preparations for the AFSTA 
Annual Congress 2021 are on 
course. The event, to be held 

in the city of Marrakech, will take 
place from 1st to 4th March 2021 in 
this iconic imperial city known for 
its safety and friendliness within a 
background of simplicity.

The National Seed Federation 
(FNIS) of Morocco, which brings 
together Moroccan seed operators, 
both producers and seed 
companies, in a message to the 

The organization of this congress, 
in the presence of important 
researchers and operators, can 
only enhance the Moroccan seed 
sector, which, for over half a 
century, continues to consolidate 
to meet international requirements 
such as OECD, ISTA, and European 
standards. Morocco is a member of 
UPOV. 

Achieving an annual turnover 
of around US$ 400 million, it is 
today reinforced by the creation of 
national varieties, establishment of 
approved branches of a hundred 
international companies and a 
varietal profile bordering 6,000 
varieties registered in the official 
catalog. Besides these facts, the 
seed sector in Morocco boasts of 
seed multiplication area of nearly 
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Jema el fena in the beautiful city of  Marrakech

AFSTA Secretariat, have indicated 
their excitement to welcome all 
delegates to this great event. 

The President of the FNIS, Mr. 
Ahmed Ouayach, while looking 
forward to welcoming all delegates 
to this Congress, reiterated his 
commitment to the organization of 
the congress 2021 with the National 
Organizing Committee (NOC) to 
guarantee its success. “Please 
come in number and welcome to 
Marrakech, the “Ocher” city,” he 
noted in his communication.   

The city is also famed for its modern 
and comfortable facilities. Its 
prestigious and authentic setting 
consolidates its spirit of innovation 
and teamwork. Its international 
airport is connected by direct flights 
with most European cities and via 
Casablanca Airport, Marrakech 
is reachable from most African 
capitals, the Middle East and the 
Americas.
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70,000 ha and producers with 
a packaging capacity of around 
2.5 million Quintals underlined 
by a large distribution network of 
5,000 points of sale.

Overview of Moroccan 
Agriculture 

Historically, the agricultural 
sector in Morocco remains one 
of essential elements of the 
development of the national 
economy. It contributes 20% of 
GDP and 40% of employment 
at national level. The arable 
agricultural area amounts to 8.7 
million ha, of which 1.6 million 
are irrigated. 

Production systems are mainly 
of two types: a modern and 
productive agriculture in 
favourable and irrigated areas 
boosted by private investment 
and agricultural production in 
vulnerable areas, which enjoys 
the support of the State in order 
to help small scale famers to 
access markets. 

During the last decade, the 
Moroccan Government has 
implemented a strategy with new 
mechanisms to modernize its 
agriculture. It aims at attracting 
as many investors as possible, 
with the State having to support 
them technically and financially.

The State has launched several 
projects such as rental of its own 
land, transforming the irrigation 
classic into drip irrigation, support 
for the investment in storage 
units, packaging, conditioning, 
milling and the cold chains as 
well as the establishment of 
Agropoles in the main production 
areas serving agro-industrialists 
to promote the development of 

agricultural products. 

The regulatory framework 
also played its role. Several 
legal texts were promulgated 
to adapt administrative 
structures, organize agricultural 
organizations and secure 
commercial transactions 
between investors and small 
farmers.

The free trade agreements signed 
with the European Union, the 
United States, Turkey, the Arab 
countries and Africa revealed 
new opportunities for trade and 
the integration of Morocco in 
international trade.

Today, thanks to these efforts, 
agricultural production covers 
most of the country’s food 
needs in cereals (60%); fruits and 
vegetables (100%); sugar (50%); 
citrus ( 100%); Olives (100%); 
dairy products (100%); red and 
white meat (100%), alongside 
other products such as dates, 
aragne, saffron, fragrant roses 
and aromatic and medicinal 
plants. 

The exports, which is booming, 
amounts annually on average to 
US$ 2 billion. It includes citrus, 
vegetables, tomatoes, berries, 
herbs and canned food.
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Poor access to agricultural 
inputs in the EAC has been 
partly attributed to weak, 

unsupportive and fragmented 
legislation, regulations, and 
standards governing production, 
marketing and distribution of 
seeds.  

Taking cognizance of the prevailing 
challenges, the EAC Sectoral 
Council on Agriculture and Food 
Security (Ministers responsible for 
Agriculture) endorsed an initiative 
to harmonize EAC seed legislation 
and regulations. This decision was 
informed by a number of envisaged 
benefits that would contribute to 
improved agricultural productivity 
and transformation.  Such benefits 
include enhanced accessibility to 
a diverse range of quality and 
affordable seeds to farmers and 
increased inter and intra-regional 
trade.

The mandate to undertake 
harmonization was drawn from 
Article 106 of the EAC Treaty 
on Seed Multiplication and 
Distribution which calls upon 
Partner States to harmonize 
quarantine policies, legislation 
and regulations to ease trade 
in seeds. Partner States are 
also obligated to create an 
enabling environment for private 
sector seed multiplication and 
distribution.

The EAC journey towards 
harmonization kicked off with 
development of a framework to 
guide the drafting of the EAC 
Seed and Plant Varieties Bill.  
The framework identified and 
elaborated on common areas of 
regional importance and mutual 
benefit agreed upon by Partner 
States.  

UPDATE ON THE EAC SEED AND PLANT VARIETIES BILL 
By David Wafula| dwafula@eachq.org 

The 36th Council of Ministers 
held in February, 2018, approved 
the aforementioned framework. 
Consequently, the process of 
drafting the EAC Seed and Plant 
Varieties Bill commenced.  The 
methodological approach entailed 
reviewing key achievements as 
well as experiences and lessons 
learnt in seed harmonization 
undertaken under the Common 
Market for Eastern and Southern 
Africa (COMESA) and the 
Association for Strengthening 
Agricultural Research in Eastern 
and Central Africa initiative 
(ASARECA). Gaps were identified 
and areas of complementarity 
to inform and add value to the 
EAC seed harmonization process 
delineated.  

Stakeholder consultations at the 
national level were conducted to 
gather both technical and legal 
inputs to inform and shape the 
scope and content of the Bill. 
To ensure ownership and buy-in, 
two multi-stakeholder regional 
validation meetings were held by 
the EAC secretariat in June and 
September 2018. Subsequently, 
the Sectoral Council on Agriculture 
and Food Security adopted the 
draft Bill in December 2018. The 
full Council of Ministers considered 
the draft seed Bill in May 2019 and 
forwarded it to Legal and Judicial 
experts for finalization. 

Provisions of the EAC Seed and 
Plant Varieties Bill 

The scope of the Bill applies 
to coordination, release and 
registration of plant varieties 
between Partner States; common 
processes for seed certification and 
protection of plant varieties within 
the Community and other related 
matters.  Robust administrative 
arrangements have been spelt out 

to ensure enhanced coordination 
and cooperation among Partner 
States. The Bill makes provision 
for the Council of Ministers 
to establish a seed and plant 
variety evaluation committee, 
designation of national seed 
authorities and national plant 
variety committees.  Other key 
areas that will be addressed 
include establishment of national 
and Community plant variety 
catalogues, seed certification, 
testing and marketing based 
on common understanding 
and application of harmonized 
procedures within the Community

Complementarity with 
COMESA Harmonization 
process

According to provisions of the EAC 
Treaty, the anticipated EAC Seed 
and Plant Varieties Act will override 
national legislation and provide 
a high degree of harmonization, 
coordination and enforcement. 
The Act will enhance synergy and 
complementarity in promotion 
of seed development matters 
between EAC and COMESA. 
Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and 
Burundi are both members of 
EAC and COMESA. The Act will 
take care of the United Republic 
of Tanzania and the Republic 
of South Sudan which are non-
COMESA member States.  In 
addition, the Act   will provide for 
Plant Variety Protection matters 
which currently are not being 
addressed at a regional level.  
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AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS URGED TO FOCUS ON AGRICULTURE IN 
CURBING COVID-19 ECONOMIC EFFECTS

By Absalom Mulama I mulama.berny@gmail.com

Over 80 million Africans 
could be pushed into 
extreme poverty if 

proper action is not taken by 
authorities, two eminent leaders 
have said.

In an article addressed to all 
top media houses targeting 
African heads of States, the 
leaders Olusegun Obasanjo, 
former President of Nigeria 
and Hailemariam Desalegn 
Boshe, former Prime Minister 
of Ethiopia, noted Africa stands 
to suffer immensely from the 
COVID-19 economic fallout, 
fearing that disruptions in food 
systems raise the prospect of 
more Africans falling into hunger.

Rural people, many of whom 
work on small-scale farms, they 
noted, are particularly vulnerable 
to the impacts of the crisis. It is 
therefore vital that the COVID-19 
response address food security 
and target the rural poor.

The article emphasizes that 
leaders should focus on food 
security, agribusiness and 
development of rural areas 
in order to build a stable 
foundation. The international 
agenda, they observed, is 
focusing on health, economies 
and infrastructure but the African 
government should focus on 
food security, agribusiness and 
rural development.

Noting that agriculture 
contributes to 75% of Africa’s 
domestic trade and 65% of its 
employment, they urged Africa 
leaders to focus on activities 
that strengthen and maintain 
agricultural productivity 
and market access, while 
safeguarding household food 
security.

The eminent persons express 
their worry at the fact that across 
the European Union (the largest 
export market for Africa’s fresh 
fruits and vegetables), demand 
has dropped for popular 
produce such as Kenyan 
avocados, South African citruses 
and Moroccan vegetables. 
Kenya has also recorded an 8.5 
per cent decline for tea exports 
to destinations like Iran, Pakistan 
and UAE.

“Within countries, we are 
already seeing that interruptions 
to transport and distribution 
systems are impeding small-
scale farmers from accessing 
essential inputs – like seeds and 
fertilizer – and from getting their 
food to markets,” read part of 
the article.

African governments have to 
define stimulus measures to 
mitigate national and regional 
economic impacts of COVID-19.

The International Fund for 
Agricultural Development 
(IFAD) has launched a multi 
donor fund program known as 
the Rural Poor Stimulus Facility 
(RPSF), for both short term and 
long term solutions. The RSPF 

program’s goal is to help cushion 
African agribusiness players from 
the negative COVID-19 economic 
effects, and build long term resilience 
for rural livelihoods.

The IFAD organization is focused on 
the long-term solutions for Africa 
and has committed US$40 million, 
to their Rural Poor Stimulus Facility 
program, with an aim to raise at least 
$200 million more from UN Member 
States, foundations and the private 
sector. 

While noting that it is urgent to feed 
people today, they urged government 
to look to the days, months and 
years ahead. On this approach, they 
singled out IFAD for prioritizing 
long-term rural and agricultural 
development and building resilience 
to future shocks. 

“We urge policy makers to adapt any 
relevant lessons from how previous 
outbreaks like the Ebola virus affected 
agriculture and food systems,” they 
said.

The two former African leaders 
emphasized that this is the time to 
build a proper agricultural foundation 
that is well equipped to withstand 
the effects of a similar pandemic in 
the future. 

Eminent leaders have urged African governments to do more on Agriculture

mailto:mulama.berny@gmail.com
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The East Africa Community and 
key partners have embarked 
on a series of activities that will 

help develop national pest lists for 
the five priority food commodities 
of maize, rice, beans, banana and 
cassava in the region.

In a presentation made at the recently 
concluded AFSTA Annual Congress 
2020, the Secretariat of EAC cited 
sanitary and phytosanitary measures 
(SPS) as being one of the key factors 
dictating safety considerations 
and market access for agricultural 
commodities in the region. 

They noted that sanitary and 
phytosanitary measures continue to 
facilitate trade within the community 
and other trading partners. The 
paper noted that the Community’s 
five EAC flagship programmes in 
the agricultural sector included 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures 
(SPS), Food and nutrition security 
and Agricultural inputs system 
development (seed, pesticides and 
fertilizer). Others include promoting 
youth employment in agriculture 
and livestock development.

He pointed out that Pest Risk 
Analysis (PRA) is one of the key tools 
for supporting implementation of 
one of their flagship programmes - 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures 
(SPS) Protocol and reported that 
remarkable progress has been made 
and achievements registered in the 
development and operationalization 
of Pest Risk Analysis (PRAs) in the 
EAC.   

The work on Pest Risk Analysis has 
at the same time been coordinated 
under the auspices of the East 
African Phytosanitary Information 
Committee (EAPIC), which was 
formed in April 2006 by national 
Plant Protection Organisations 
(NPPOs) from EAC Partner States. 

“One of the priority interventions has 
been harmonization of procedures 
for conducting Pest Risk Analysis for 
priority agricultural commodities,” 
added the paper.

The Community’s Secretariat 
further informed the gathering that 
committee has operated as an Ad 
Hoc Committee of Phytosanitary 
Inspectors and ICT specialists from 
NPPOs with four objectives, chief of 
which is to develop national pest lists 
for the five priority food commodities. 
Another key objective will be to help 
prioritize specific needs for pest 
surveillance, detection, inspection, 
and diagnosis.

On the snapshot of Maize Pest 
Risk Analysis, the mentioned that 
risk analysis was conducted on 
two main categories of maize that 
are mainly traded in the region. 
The consolidated list for pests 
associated with maize contained 
182 pests. Based on the analysis 
and categorization, nine pests 
were classified as quarantine pests 
requiring phytosanitary measures for 
maize seed and 12 pests were found 
to have phytosanitary risk in maize 
grain.

On rice, the analysis mentioned that 
111 pests were identified during 
the process, out of which 13 pests 
were identified as of quarantine 
importance. Based on the 
assessments the import conditions 
for trade facilitation within the 
region were developed for seed 
rice, unprocessed rice and milled/
polished rice.  

The snapshot of Beans PRA focused 
on importation (movement) of bean 
seed and grain within the EAC Partner 
states and based on the analysis, 
a total of 184 pests were found to 
be associated with seed and grain 
of beans. Nine pests that require 
phytosanitary action/measure for 

seed in the region were identified. A 
bean weevil (Callosobruchus analis) 
was prioritized as high risk and 
should be regulated on grain. 

The paper proposed risk 
management measures to include 
seed treatment (seed dressing) for 
seed borne and seed transmitted 
pathogens, seed certification 
process for viruses and fumigation 
for the insect storage pests.

As a way forward, the paper 
recommended training of border 
control officers on the harmonized 
Pest Risk Analysis, development of 
harmonized Standard Operation 
Procedures for inspection of grain 
(maize, beans and rice) required to 
operationalize the Pest Risk Analysis. 

These efforts come at a time when 
the partner member states are 
grappling with the challenge of 
pressure from existing and emerging 
pests such as the Fall Armyworm 
which have threatened to suppress 
crop productivity in the region which 
will further threaten food security.

Meanwhile, ECOWAS adopted the 
Regional Quarantine Pest list in 
October 2019 with 143 seed pests 
listed for 11 priority crops. These 
include rice, maize, sorghum, millet, 
groundnut, cowpea, cassava, yam, 
potato, tomato and onion, said Dr 
Yacouba Diallo of CORAF while 
making a presentation entitled 
“Development of the regional 
quarantine pest list” at the Congress.

“To develop the Regional 
Quarantine Pest List (RQPL), the 
first stage was a National quarantine 
pest list development (NQPL) that 
involved National Expert Working 
Groups (EWG) of scientists and 
practitioners from various fields 
in Plant Protection,” added Dr 
Diallo, a Senior Expert – Agri-input 
development  at CORAF.

EAST AFRICA COMMUNITY EMBARKS ON DEVELOPING PEST LISTS 
By Aghan Daniel I Communication Officer I daghan@afsta.org

mailto:daghan@afsta.org
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STATEMENT ON COMMEMORATING THE INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR OF PLANT HEALTH 

The spread of highly 
contagious transboundary 
diseases, such as 

COVID-19, is intimately linked 
to plant health. Destruction of 
natural habitats and ecosystems 
has left both plant life and 
human life exposed. Plants are 
our main source of food and 
nutrition – keeping us alive and 
increasing our system immunity 
– and, in many countries, the 
principal livelihood source for 
many smallholder farmers. That 
is why even during the COVID-19 
pandemic, farmers, plant health 
authorities, extension agents, 
field officers, and monitoring 
and forecasting experts are 
continuing to support plant 
health and take steps to prevent 
and control plant pests and 
diseases such as desert locust, 
fall armyworm and red palm 
weevil. Others are helping to 
transport and bring to market 
healthy plant products so that 
consumers have enough to 
eat and producers and sellers 
continue to have an income. At 
global, regional and national 
levels, FAO, IPPC and regional 
and national plant protection 
organizations are working 
closely with Member Countries 
to ensure that extra measures 
are taken to protect all of these 
plant health heroes during the 
COVID-19 pandemic – the health 
of our plants depends on them.

Source: http://www.fao.
org/plant-health-2020/
communication-toolkit/
download/en/ 

Click on the link below for more information on the 
Internationa Year of Plant Health: 

PROTECTING PLANTS,
PROTECTING LIFE

http://www.fao.org/plant-health-2020/communication-toolkit/download/en/
http://www.fao.org/plant-health-2020/communication-toolkit/download/en/
http://www.fao.org/plant-health-2020/communication-toolkit/download/en/
http://www.fao.org/plant-health-2020/communication-toolkit/download/en/
http://www.fao.org/plant-health-2020/communication-toolkit/download/en/
http://www.fao.org/plant-health-2020/communication-toolkit/download/en/
http://www.fao.org/plant-health-2020/communication-toolkit/download/en/
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KENYA: WAIVER ON SEED INSPECTION FEES AT COUNTRY OF 
ORIGIN BOOSTS TRADERS 

By Gerald Andae I gandae@ke.nationmedia.com

Traders and farmers 
in Kenya are set to 
benefit after the 

government permanently 
waived mandatory 
inspection fee on seed and 
pesticides at the country of 
origin, which will lower the 
cost of the inputs.

Last month, Kenyan Trade 
Cabinet Secretary, Betty 
Maina waived the pre-
export verification of 
conformity (PVoC) from 
the country of origin 
for six months after the 
Agriculture ministry made 
the request due to importer 
complaints.

In a special issue of the 
gazette notice dated April 
28, Ms. Maina said seed 
and pesticide among other 
items would be exempted 
from the requirement, 
which traders had argued 
introduced bureaucracy, 
causing delays and high 
costs.

“This is a welcome move 
that will go a long way in 
benefiting farmers in the 
country as it will cut the cost 
of imports leading to cheap 
and readily available seed 
for farmers,” said Duncan 
Onduu, chief executive at 

Seed Trade Association of 
Kenya.

Since the introduction of 
the certificate of conformity 
rules last year, seed 
importers have incurred 
Sh24 million in penalties 
for lacking the conformity 
certificate, increasing their 
cost of doing business.

“The introduction of PVoC 
programme brought 
complexities to a well-
regulated regime of 
seed importation. This 
inadvertently resulted 
in bottlenecks and 
bureaucracy in accessing 

certified seed making it a 
challenge to guarantee food 
security,” said the CEO.

Mr. Onduu said the trade 
regime under PVoC 
threatened to erode gains in 
the seed sector.

Last year, the Kenya Bureau 
of Standards made it 
mandatory for importers to 
comply with PVoC before 
shipments and produce a 
compliance certificate once 
the goods arrive.

Source: https://www.
businessdailyafrica.com/markets/
marketnews/Waiver-on-seeds-
inspection-fees/3815534-
5559814-2p0tge/index.html

Seed companies and stakeholders in a STAK Congress in Kenya where they 
addressed the CoC issues

mailto:gandae@ke.nationmedia.com
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/markets/marketnews/Waiver-on-seeds-inspection-fees/3815534-5559814-2p0tge/index.html
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/markets/marketnews/Waiver-on-seeds-inspection-fees/3815534-5559814-2p0tge/index.html
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/markets/marketnews/Waiver-on-seeds-inspection-fees/3815534-5559814-2p0tge/index.html
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/markets/marketnews/Waiver-on-seeds-inspection-fees/3815534-5559814-2p0tge/index.html
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/markets/marketnews/Waiver-on-seeds-inspection-fees/3815534-5559814-2p0tge/index.html
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AFRICAN NATIONS WARM TO CROP BIOTECHNOLOGY 
FOR POTENTIAL FOOD SECURITY GAINS 

By Joseph Opoku Gakpo I joseph.opoku2000@gmail.com

Though only a few 
African countries are 
now growing genetically 

modified (GM) crops 
commercially, governments 
across the continent are 
increasingly recognizing the 
crucial role that biotechnology 
can play in improving food 
security.

In response, African 
governments are moving to 
establish an enabling policy 
framework to support adoption 
of biotechnology, including 
GM crops and derived 
products, according to a paper 
published in Frontiers in Plant 
Science by John Komen and 
five other scientists working in 
Africa.

“While modern biotechnology 
and, specifically, genetic 
modification are subject of 
debate in many parts of the 
world, an increasing number 
of countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa are making important 
strides towards authorizing 
general releases of genetically 
modified (GM) crop varieties 
for use by farmers and 
agribusinesses,” the paper 
noted.

“Our review confirmed that 
an increasing number of 
African governments are 
making steady, in some cases 
rapid, progress in establishing 
science-based, functional 
biosafety systems,” Komen, 
an advisor to the International 

Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI), told the Alliance for 
Science.

Documented economic and 
environmental benefits from 
planting GM crops — based 
on a track record of over 
two decades — are a major 
driver in the decision-making 
process, the paper said.

Currently, only farmers in 
South Africa, Swaziland 
and Sudan are growing GM 
crops commercially. Ethiopia, 
Malawi, Nigeria and Kenya 
have approved the release of 
GM crops, but just the latter 
two countries have begun the 
rollout to farmers. About a 
dozen other African countries 

have GM crop research projects 
under way, with some of the 
experiments ongoing for more 
than a decade now.

Case studies from Ghana, 
Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria and 
Uganda highlighted in the 
paper show broader agricultural 
policies in these countries are 
encouraging support for GM 
crops on the continent because 
the policies are science focused.

The Nigerian government’s 
new agricultural roadmap 
— launched in 2016  as the 
“Green Alternative” — aims to build 
“an agribusiness economy capable 
of delivering sustained prosperity” 
and has encouraged the country’s 
recent decisions to authorize the 

A Bt Cotton field in Malawi

mailto:joseph.opoku2000@gmail.com


Page 9

... cont AFRICAN NATIONS WARM TO CROP BIOTECHNOLOGY FOR 
POTENTIAL FOOD SECURITY GAINS 

By Joseph Opoku Gakpo I joseph.opoku2000@gmail.com

commercial release of two GM 
crops — insect-resistant Bt. 
cotton and cowpea.

Ghana’s “One-District-One-
Factory” industrialization 
policy and its “Planting for 
Food and Jobs” program, 
which is making improved seeds 
and other inputs available to 
farmers, have also provided 
clear guidance to technology 
developers who are testing and 
planning the release of GM crops 
in the country.

Kenya’s “Vision 2030,” an 
overarching development 
policy aimed at helping to 
lift the country’s population 
into middle-income through 
agriculture, accelerated the 
recent approval of Bt. cotton.

Uganda’s Plan for 
Modernization of 
Agriculture, adopted some 
20 years ago, also recognizes 
the potential of GM crops, 
the paper said. However, the 
nation’s President has waffled 
in approving the biosafety bill 
adopted by Parliament.

In addition to the supportive 
policy initiatives sketched 
above, these countries have 
invested in establishing 
functional regulatory 
frameworks for GM crops, 
allowing decision makers 
to weigh potential benefits 
against potential adverse 
effects on the environment 
and human or animal health, 

the paper noted. A science-
based and practical regulatory 
framework has become an 
important enabling factor 
for countries researching 
and adopting GM crops, the 
authors said.

“In countries that were 
selected as case studies for 
this article, there has been 
progress in recent years 
in establishing functional 
national biosafety frameworks 
and growing expertise in 
GMO decision-making,” the 
paper said. These examples 
confirm that, increasingly, 
governments in Africa can 
adjust their regulatory 
decision-making processes 
based on accrued scientific 
evidence.

Political challenges

Despite the above potential, 
actual progress has so far been 
slow. Some African countries 
have to deal with pressure 
from groups opposed to 
modern biotechnology, which 
are advocating against the 
introduction of GM crops.

“Many governments 
experience political 
opposition to GM crops and 
modern agriculture generally,” 
the paper observed. “Political 
opposition is in most cases 
fueled by anti-GM activism, 
which has slowed down 
or halted the adoption of 
biosafety legislation.”

There are many examples 
where, in the final stages of 
the decision-making process, 
political support for the 
introduction of GM crops often 
wavers, Komen said. “This 
is not only because different 
government agencies need 
to cooperate and coordinate 
around commercial release 
decisions… but also 
because pressure increases 
from activists and anti-
development NGOs who stir 
up controversy on GMOs 
in local media, in politics, 
and even in courtrooms,” he 
explained.

An uncertain regulatory 
environment discourages 
private and public sector 
investment into development 
of the pro-poor crops and 
traits that farmers need 
the most, the paper noted. 
Additionally, many of these 
countries lack capacity to 
design and implement 
biosafety regulations. This 
creates a significant barrier 
to testing and adopting new 
crop varieties, including those 
developed by genome editing 
and other plant breeding 
innovations, which would open 
new opportunities to grow 
more food, enhance incomes 
and reduce the environmental 
impact of agriculture.

https://allianceforscience.cornell.
edu/blog/2020/05/african-nations-
warm-to-crop-biotechnology-for-
potential-food-security-gains/

mailto:joseph.opoku2000@gmail.com
https://allianceforscience.cornell.edu/blog/2020/05/african-nations-warm-to-crop-biotechnology-for-potential-food-security-gains/
https://allianceforscience.cornell.edu/blog/2020/05/african-nations-warm-to-crop-biotechnology-for-potential-food-security-gains/
https://allianceforscience.cornell.edu/blog/2020/05/african-nations-warm-to-crop-biotechnology-for-potential-food-security-gains/
https://allianceforscience.cornell.edu/blog/2020/05/african-nations-warm-to-crop-biotechnology-for-potential-food-security-gains/
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8 Sept (Tue)
ANNUAL WORKSHOP (presentation, discussions, and field trials observation)

9 Sept (Wed)

10 Sept (Thu) *Available for individual meetings, by prior request.

**Field visits to interact with local seed industry and/or African agricultural research 
institutions, free of charge and optional. A detailed program will be announced later, 
by prior registration.

Africa Vegetable Breeding Consortium (AVBC) 
ANNUAL WORKSHOP
World Vegetable Center West and Central Africa – Coastal & Humid Regions | Cotonou, Benin

Register today!
Africa Vegetable Breeding Consortium Annual Workshop 

*Seeds of all these lines will be made available for distribution by or soon after the workshop!

Participation in the workshop is open only to registered Africa Vegetable Breeding Consortium 
Companies. Consortium membership includes free workshop participation for one representative 
from each consortium company, including lodging on the nights of 3-5 August, meals from dinner of 3 
Aug to lunch of 6 Aug, workshop materials, coffee breaks, and transportation to/from Cotonou airport 
to WorldVeg West and Central Africa – Coastal & Humid Regions campus. All Consortium Companies 
must cover costs of their international travel and boarding/lodging of additional stay. 

Attendance fee for each additional participant: US$600. 

WHO 
SHOULD 
ATTEND 

8 - 10 September 2020 

AVBC 2020 registration form AVBC 2020 Brochure
English version

AVBC 2020 Brochure
French version

Featured crops 
• AMARANTH

• AFRICAN EGGPLANT

• ONION

• CHILI PEPPER (including habanero types)

• PUMPKIN
• TOMATO
• OKRA

• Learn about the latest developments in breeding research from the WorldVeg team of
internationally renowned plant breeders.

• Scout field trials of improved breeding materials to enhance your cultivar catalog

•  Meet WorldVeg breeders, scientists and other researchers to strengthen your knowledge
network*

•  Interact with local seed industry and/or African agricultural research institutions**

The Africa Vegetable 
Breeding Consortium Annual 
Workshop will change the way 
you do breeding and business!

?

Register: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1RDdFowjUCVxB3sqyar7qbjade6CgOKeT1s81Lzh5u2k/edit

English brochure: https://avrdc.org/download/workshops/Africa-Veg-Breeding-Consortium_A4_rev.pdf 

French brochure: https://avrdc.org/download/workshops/Africa-Veg-Breeding-Consortium_A4_French_cor1.pdf
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After years of research 
and scientific 
approvals, the 

Malawi government in 
November last year released 
genetically modified cotton 
seed for commercial 
cultivation. 
The farmers who planted 
Bt cotton for the first time 
in the last growing season 
took a gamble to depart 
from tradition.
France Thole, a cotton 
farmer in Chikwawa, 
Southern Malawi, was 
among the few farmers who 
were part of the field trials 
of the new cotton varieties, 
which have performed 
wonders elsewhere.
Through the trials, farmers 
had a feel of the new 
technology and were 
convinced this could be the 
way to go. But it was a real 
gamble, according to Thole.
“There was lot of negativity 
from community members 
when we told them we 
wanted to try Bt cotton. 
In as much as we were 
convinced that the new 
cotton variety was better 
than the traditional seeds, 
we were still not sure if we 
would be successful,” says 
Thole, 60, who has been 
growing cotton for almost 
half his age. 

 “I can tell you the quality 
of the new variety is 
impressive; one plant gives 
you up to 150 bolls when 
the local variety would give 
40-50 bolls. The cotton is 
thick and good looking.”  
Bt cotton seed has been 
genetically engineered to 
make the crop resistant to 
bollworm. Scientists say 
this resistance significantly 
reduces the cost of 
production as one does not 
need pesticides now and 
again. 
“If you follow instructions 
properly you gain more with 
this new variety. You can 
produce up to 3,000  bags 
per hectare while the old 
variety would you give you 

1,000 -1,500 and yet it is also 
labour intensive because it 
requires frequent spraying 
of pesticides,” says Allan 
Tchalison, another farmer in 
the Lowershire zone.
Apart from his modern, fully 
electrified house, some 
herds of cattle, chickens and 
goats, Tchalison sponsors his 
grandchildren’s education. 
His son’s daughter is in 
second year pursuing 
an engineering course 
at University of Malawi’s 
Polytechnic. Others are in 
secondary schools.
Tchalison vouches for Bt 
cotton as the best so far, 
but pleads for improved 
extension work. He says 
at this stage farmers need 

MALAWI FARMERS RECORD HUGE HARVEST FROM GENETICALLY 
MODIFIED COTTON 

By Suzgo Chitete  I chitetesuzgo@gmail.com

A cotton farmer in Malawi admires his harvest. Nearly 20,000 
farmers have adopted cultivation of Bt cotton
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close supervision because 
of their unfamiliarity with the 
new technology, which he 
believes is a game changer 
if well handled.
Another cotton farmer, 
Mwayi Joseph Chirwa, a 
primary school teacher in 
Salima, Central of Malawi, 
120 kilometres from the 
Capital Lilongwe, attests to 
the scientific claim that Bt 
cotton significantly reduces 
the cost of production and 
has high yield. She estimates 
that from her piece of land 
she has been able to harvest 
double the usual yield.
“I followed instructions 
throughout, based on 
leaflets that I was given 
and also the advice from 
the extension workers but 
I could have missed a step 
or two…because it is new. 
I think if one follows the 
guidelines to the letter they 
can get more than double,” 
said Chirwa.
Malawi is among new 
entrants in a growing list 
of countries that have 
commercialized cotton in 
Africa which include South 
Africa, Ethiopia and Sudan 
are other examples. Kenya 
is yet to get its first harvest 
and so is Nigeria though 
they have commercialized 
the crop too. According to 

the Seed Trade Association 
of Malawi, 20,000 Malawian 
farmers planted the Bt 
cotton seed last season 
which just ended last month. 
Cotton is one of the 
strategic crops in the 
national export strategy 
and if well managed, the 
genetically modified variety 
can significantly improve 
production, which has 
dropped at an alarming rate 
due to lack of investment.
With an allocation of K1.6 
billion (USD2.2 million) 
in the 2011/12 financial 
year, Malawi was able to 
produce a record 100,000 
metric tonnes that year. 
Over the years,  this figure 
has drastically dropped;  
the Cotton Council of 
Malawi estimates that on 
average  the country is now 
producing  about 15,000 
MT per year, which rakes 
in K10 billion (USD13.5 
million) against a ginning 
capacity of 600,000 metric 
tonnes. With the adoption 
of the new technology 
in Malawi, it is estimated 
that the country will soon 
produce nearly 40,000 MT. 
According the Chairman 
of STAM, Mr John Lungu, 
stakeholders are now 
putting their heads together 
to ensure that market for the 

bumper harvest is secured to 
ensure that farmers benefit 
wholly from their sweat.
“We hope government may 
consider to subsidize the 
seeds just to boost cotton 
farming in Malawi. With this 
new variety which has shown 
that it has higher yield, 
we expect more farmers 
to come on board and 
adopt it. So my appeal to 
government is to liaise with 
the seed making company 
to make the seeds available 
at an affordable price,” 
pleaded Rodgers Manjawira 
another farmer from Salima.
The African Institute of 
Corporate Citizenship 
(AICC), an NGO which 
has been pushing for 
an improved cotton in 
Malawi, equally thinks one 
way of helping farmers is 
to have the seeds for Bt 
cotton subsidized and also 
strengthen extension work 
so that farmers have up 
to date information on Bt 
cotton.  
AICC Chief Executive 
Officer, Felix Lombe, said: 
“We need to improve cotton 
production because it is a 
strategic crop for exports. 
The economy stands to 
benefit from cotton which 
has a ready market locally 
and internationally.”  

... cont MALAWI FARMERS RECORD HUGE HARVEST FROM GENETICALLY 
MODIFIED COTTON 

By Suzgo Chitete  I chitetesuzgo@gmail.com
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1. 8-10 September 2020, Africa 
Vegetable Breeding Consortium: 
Cotonou, Benin

2. 1-4 March 2021: AFSTA Congress 
2021, Marrakech, Morocco
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