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ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT URGES SEED PEOPLE TO BE WARY OF CLIMATE CHANGE
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The President of Zambia, Mr. 
Edgar Lungu has told African 
seed sector player to be wary 

of the effects of climate change, the 
ravaging Fall armyworm, trade in 
fake seeds by devious businessmen 
and women  to unsuspecting small 
scale farmers and other ills that 
confront seed production and trade 
in the continent if seed business 
were to become beneficial to the 
continent.

In a speech read on his behalf 
by the Zambian Minister of 
Agriculture, Hon. Michael 
Katambo, the President said that 
the seed industry faces a number of 
challenges that need to be fixed as 
a matter of priority such as climate 
change and the sale of fake seed

“I urge you to also conclusively 
discuss possible solutions on how 
Fall armyworm can be controlled 
through dressing os seeds with 
appropriate agro-chemicals,” he 
added.

Equally, he noted that special 
attention must be given to the 

development of drought resilient 
crop varieties in view of climate 
change in order to demonstarte to 
farmers how the seed sector has 
become responsive to their needs 
at any given time.

He regretted that most seed 
companies had ignored legumes, 
small grains, roots and tubers which 
are quite resilient to the effects of 
climate change in favour of maize 
seed. He challenged the seed 
industry to consider deliberating on 
how this situation can be changed.

He congratulated countries, which 
had put in place predicatable 
policies that are supported by 
laws and regulations. He gave the 
example of Zambia, which has 
Plant Varieties and Seeds Act – 
the legal instrument the country 
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Delegates during the a session at the AFSTA Congress 2020 in Livingstone, Zambia
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uses to regulate the seed sector. 
The laws provide for regulations 
regarding the release of varieties, 
testing of seeds, inspections, 
imports and exports of seed and 
administration of plant variety 
protection.

H.E. President Lungu 
congratulated AFSTA for its role 
in enhancing efforts to assure 
food security through provision 
and promotion of trade in 
improved quality seed.

Held at the Avani Victoria Falls 
Resort & Spa in Livingstone, 
Zambia, the AFSTA Congress 
2020 saw 275 delegates from 
40 countries from all over the 
world attending yet another 
resounding success despite the 
impact of coronavirus on the 

travels on a few delegates.

In a statement to delegates, the 
immediate past President of 
AFSTA, Mr. Riadh Gabsi, said the 
Congress presented a valuable 
opportunity for creating business 
relationships with the seed 
industry from Africa and beyond.

He reiterated that as Africa 
continues to look for solutions 
to food security and declining 
agricultural productivity 
challenges, the seed industry 
should contribute to a better 
Africa by continuing to make 
sure that African products are 
exploited to their full potential.

“The Congress provided 
an excellent opportunity to 
exchange ideas and experiences 
for the economic growth of 

the continent as well as that of 
the seed industry. I am sure it 
offered all delegates not only the 
opportunity to meet new people 
and make new connections, but 
also to experience what Africa in 
general and Zambia in particular 
offered in terms of seed trade,” 
he noted.

In his address to the delegates 
as the new President of AFSTA, 

The Chief Guest receives a pack of seeds from the Zambia 
seed companies, presented by AFSTA President
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Mr Azariah Soi, said that he will 
uphold the high standards that 
had been set by his predecessors 
to ensure that AFSTA tackled 
identfied challenges that need 
to be discussed with policy 
makers in Africa. He singled 
out phytosanitary measures, 
regional seed harmonisation 
regulations, active participation 
new innovations and technologies 
as his to do priorities.

Like in the past, the Livingstone 
Congress was as a magnificent 
forum to explore more seed 
businesses and strengthen 
the network among the seed 
stakeholders.

The next AFSTA annual Congress 
will be held from 1st to 4th March 
2021 at Kenzi Hotel in Marrakech, 
Morocco.

... cont ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT URGES SEED PEOPLE TO BE WARY OF CLIMATE CHANGE
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UGANDAN PRESIDENT WANTS GMO BILL PASSED
By Christopher Bendana I bendanabd@gmail.com

Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni wants 
the ruling National 

Resistance Movement (NRM) 
caucus to meet, discuss and 
finally pass the nation’s long-
stalled Genetic Engineering 
Regulatory Bill.

The move marks an abrupt 
about-face for Museveni, who 
previously twice refused to sign 
bills approved by Parliament 
that would regulate the process 
of genetic engineering.

But last week, at a meeting 
with the influential Presidential 
Investors Round Table at 
the State House in Entebbe, 
Museveni asked the minister 
for Investment and Privatization 
and the NRM chief whip in 
Parliament to convene a 
meeting of the NRM party 
members at the earliest 
opportunity to support the bill.

The NRM caucus is the largest 
group in Parliament, with 
about 80 % of the legislators 
subscribing to the party. 
Typically, any bill it supports 
gets passed. President 
Museveni also wields enormous 
power, and it is uncommon for 
party members to go against 
his position, which takes 
precedence.

Erotus Nsubuga, vice chairman 
of the Agro-Value Chain 
Technical Working Group, was 
in attendance at the Round 
Table meeting and told the 
Alliance for Science that the 
president was concerned 
that anti- science groups are 

mixing science with religion, 
frustrating the work of Ugandan 
scientists engaged in genetic 
engineering crop research at 
Kawanda.

“They don’t understand 
science,” he said, re-echoing 
the President’s words. “This 
time we must pass the bill.”

Nsubuga revealed that the 
president then tasked the 
Minister and NRM whip to work 
on a plan to convene a caucus 
of the ruling NRM members so 
that they can discuss the GMO 
bill.

The Genetic Engineering 
Regulatory Bill, formerly 
referred to as the National 
Biotechnology and Biosafety 
Bill, is one of the most debated 
bills in the history of Uganda.

While Ugandan scientists 
argue it will allow them to 
use new plant breeding tools 
in their race to develop crops 
that can resist drought, pests 
and diseases, while improving 
nutrition, opponents claim it 
is a ploy by American biotech 
multi-nationals to control the 
seed system in the developing 
world.

Ugandan scientists have developed 
a number of genetically engineered 
crops, including banana, maize and 
potatoes that offer farmers and 
consumers a number of benefits. 
But the nation must adopt a bill for 
regulating these crops before they 
can be commercialized and grown 
by farmers.

A biosafety bill was initially passed 
by Parliament in 2017. But the 
president refused to sign it, citing 
concerns about containment, 
impacts on indigenous species, 
labeling and patents.

The bill was sent back to the 
Committee of Science and 
Technology, which worked on 
the president’s concerns, and 
Parliament then passed it for the 
second time. But Museveni once 
again refused to sign it into law, 
citing health concerns, and sent it 
back to Parliament.

Brian Mutebi, vice chair of the 
Committee of Science, Technology 
and Innovation, said the Speaker 
of Parliament will need to give 
guidance on the bill since it 
already has been twice referred to 
Parliament. That’s because ideally, 
the bill should have been adopted 
after its second pass through 
Parliament, he said.

Maize crop in Uganda
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Managing waste 
remain a 
challenge to 

most seed companies 
given its cost and the 
fact that technology 
has eluded most seed 
producers in Africa.

Currently, many seed 
companies bury, burn 
or simply pile their 
wastes within the firms’ 
compounds.

This could however soon 
become a thing of the 
past if seed companies 
could borrow a leaf 
from an approach being 
undertaken by the 
Zambian seed industry 
under Zambia Seed Trade 
Association (ZASTA).

According to ZASTA, 
they have delved into 
an initiative that deals 
with maize seed waste 
management without 
compromising the 
environment.

According to Ms 
Perrine Nkosi Kasande, 
a Senior Inspector of 
Waste Management at 
Zambia’s Environmental 
Management Authority, 
the seed companies 
are transforming their 

waste management in 
compliance with the 
country’s Extended 
Producer Responsibility 
law.

This law, fondly referred 
to as EPR (Extended 
Producer Responsibility) 
Regulations came into 
force on 3rd August, 
2018. Since then, the 
Regulations is one of the 
tools that the Zambian 
Government relies 
on to manage, in an 
environmentally sound 
manner, packaging 
materials such as plastics 
and their resultant waste. 
The seed industry is 
required to register under 
this law. Once they do 
so, they are expected to 
present to the government 

a strategy on how they 
will manage their wastes 
from the seeds and fro the 
containers.

According to the 
Executive Secretary of the 
Zambia Seed Association, 
the seed companies have 
aligned themselves with 
the global approach by 
the seed sector in waste 
management starting with 
maize seed waste.

“Our action has been 
informed by the fact that 
we deal with processes 
that handle chemicals, 
packaging materials, 
expired seeds among 
other things. All these 
accumulate into huge 
quantities, which call 
for engagement with 
proper professional 

ZAMBIA SEED COMPANIES SETTING THE PACE IN WASTE MANAGEMENT 
By Aghan Daniel I Communication Officer I daghan@afsta.org

A truck used for collecting seed waste in Zambia
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cont... ZAMBIA SEED COMPANIES SETTING THE PACE IN WASTE MANAGEMENT 
By Aghan Daniel I Communication Officer I daghan@afsta.org

conduits that can help 
the Zambian seed sector 
to properly dispose these 
materials that contaminate 
the environment if left 
unattended,” he told 
E-Review.

How does the approach 
work? It all starts with a 
seed company ordering 
maize seed waste 
collection by a licensed 
and approved transporter 
which then transports the 
waste to Lafarge, a local 
cement manufacturer for 
disposal. Through Lafarge’s 
Geocycle Cement Kiln, 
the hazardous waste is 
destroyed. This results in 
the production of energy. In 
turn no waste or by product 
is produced. The emissions 
are strictly monitored by 
the company.

“We closely monitor 
the emissions from the 
burning of the waste from 
the central control room to 
ensure the environment is 
not subjected to pollution,” 
says Ms Bwalya Ndhlovu, 
Alternative Fuel and Raw 
Materials Supervisor, 
Lafarge.

In a sector that produces 
1500 tonnes of maize 
seed waste per year, so far, 
2,816 tonnes have been 
processed by Geocycle: 
115 tonnes of expired 
chemicals, 20 tonnes of 
seed bags, 6 tonnes of 
plastic containers and a 
further 1,310 tonnes tons 
of hazardous waste from 
the seed industry.

It costs around US$135 
per tonne to treat seed 
waste and $650 per tonne 
for empty containers and 
expired chemicals.

“We aim to reduce this cost 
through adding value to the 
waste through recycling,” 
says Andrew McNaught, 
the lead consultant from 
Tandem adding that 
the cost reductions are 
expected to be realised 

this year with the 2020 focus 
being on enabling recycling 
of chemically contaminated 
plastics (in a safe and 
environmentally sound way) 
and adding value to treated 
seed waste.

This initiative is being 
spearheaded by Syngenta 
Seedcare with the support of 
Tandem Circular Consulting 
to facilitate research, design 
and implementation on 
the ground. Besides, the 
project involves eight seed 
companies namely Kamano 
Seeds, Syngenta, Seed Co., 
ZAMSEED, Bayer, Corteva 
Agriscience, Klein Karoo and 
AFRISEED.

Like Zambia, many countries in 
Africa experience challenges 
in seed waste management 
as there are limited solutions 
and service providers for 
disposing complex and 
hazardous waste streams.

 

For health and safety reasons people 
are not allowed to be in close 
contact with such equipment
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SEED COMPANIES ASKED TO PRIORITISE PHYTOSANITARY 
MEASURES 

By Aghan Daniel I AFSTA Communication Officer I daghan@afsta.org

Seed companies 
should be on the look 
out for phytosanitary 

measures in order to 
safeguard the quality of 
their products, an expert 
has said.

While addressing the 
AFSTA delegates at the 
20th AFSTA Congress held 
in Livingstone, Zambia, 
Flaubert Nana Sani of 
AU-IAPSC said that the 
seed companies must 
bear in mind that whereas 
African agriculture relies 
on certified seeds in food 
security, the inputs may  
constitute sources of 
introduction and spread of 
plant pests and diseases.

He therefore noted that 
the seed companies must 
be on the look out for 
phytosanitary measures 
that will impact on their 
production and trade.

On his part, Mr. Sharma 
of the East African Seed, 
added that various 
governments have 
introduced e-Phyto system 
(online) to facilitate trade. 
This has led to reduced risk 
of importing non-standard 
planting materials in to 
various countries and to a 

large extent strict scrutiny 
of imports and exports  
through regulators at entry 
and exit points to prevent 
trade in non-conforming 
varieties.

According to the 
East African Seed 
Company, which does 
business in Africa, more 
challenges abound. 
Lack of harmonization of 
regulations still impedes 
movement of seeds across-
borders thus impacting on 
seed availability. Yet, seed 
companies have to grapple 
with high testing costs and 
longer lead time to meet 

newer Phytosanitary testing.

With the entry of the new 
order aimed at ensuring 
perfect sanitary standards, 
challenges have also come 
in tow for the seed sector. 
Such include abrupt changes 
in disease requirements 
hindering importation by 
seed companies, which do 
cross border trade. Besides 
there has been restriction to 
fast access of phytosanitary 
documents – incase of 
system hitch. Even with this 
dire situation, the authorities 
have not been prudent in 
developing mechanisms 
to address quickly the 

Mr. Flaubert Nana Sani of AU-IAPSC receives a certificate after presenting during the 
AFSTA Congress 2020 from the immediate Past president Mr. Riadh Gabsi
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GOVERNMENT OF RWANDA ROLLS OUT PROGRAM TO 
SUPPORT SEED INDUSTRY 

By Jean Bosco Safari I sjboscofr@gmail.com

emerging issues in pests, 
pest detection and 
management methods.

Mr Sani observed that 
the African seed market 
is expected to reach US$ 
2.79 billion by 2023 from 
US$ 2.08 billion in 2017. 
Regrettably, Africa’s share 
of the global seed trade, 
currently stands at less 
than 2%. He attributes 
challenges to the sector 
as owing to the diversity 
of national regulatory 
systems in the AU Member 
States.

Sani added that variations 
in national standards 
for seed certification 
and quality control, 
and in quarantine and 
phytosanitary measures 
for seed do not make work 
any easier for the sector. 
He concluded by saying 
that whereas in African 
agriculture, seeds play a 
very important role in food 
security, the continent 
continues to suffer from 
this same situation as 
agriculture may  constitute 
sources of introduction 

and spread of plant pests 
and diseases.

African governments, he 
said, must strive to adopt 
sound phytosanitary 
measures in order to 
provide healthy competition 
among seed traders through 
ethical practices. The 
measures, if put in place, will 
ensure exchange of clean 
germplasm and facilitates 
the import and export of all 
seed and assures the quality 
of the seed besides assuring 
traceability from on-farm 
seed production to seed 
seller.

Mr Sani concluded by saying 
that there is no perfect 
phytosanitary and seed 
quality systems anywhere 
in the world but seed 
companies need to work 
closely with goverments 
to ensure that laws and 
regulations may need to 
be frequently updated 
in response to changing 
circumstances to help 
Africa to move from the 2% 
contribution to around 10% 
in the next five years.

Mr. Sharma of East African Seed receives a certificate after presenting during the 
AFSTA Congress 2020 from the immediate Past president Mr. Riadh Gabsi
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KENYA PLANTS FIRST BT. COTTON  
By Gaitano Pessa I gaitanoh@gmail.com

Kenya has joined six other 
African countries in 
commercial cultivation of 

Bt. cotton. Agriculture Cabinet 
Secretary Peter Munya planted 
the first BT. cotton seed at Alupe 
University College, Busia County 
last March.

With this planting, the Kenya 
government live up to its 
promise of banking on the new 
genetically modified Bt. Cotton 
to revitalize the textile and 
apparel sector that collapsed 
about three decades ago 
following liberalization of the 
market that allowed importation 
of the second hand clothes.

Cotton production has remained 
very low due to numerous 
challenges facing the country, 
key among them pest s and 
low quality seeds, but the 
introduction of the new variety is 
set to address the challenges.

The Bt. variety that has been on 
trial for the last 20 years, has an 
in-built mechanism to protect 
itself from caterpillar pests, also 
known as the boll worm.

The protection comes from 
a scientific process known as 
genetic modification (GM). 
The inbuilt mechanism is from 
a common soil bacterium 
also known as Bt. – Bacillus 
thuringiensis

The government through the 
Big Four Agenda action plan is 
banking on the variety to create 
over 50,000 jobs and generate 
KES 20 billion in apparel export 
earnings per year.

Addressing stakeholders during 
the launch of the variety at Alupe 
University College in Teso South 
Constituency, Busia County, 
Agriculture Cabinet Secretary, 
Peter Munya, said new improved 
seeds have the ability to resist 
the African bollworm that has 
been a pain to cotton farmers in 
the country contributing to 100 
%.

“With Bt. cotton, Kenyan farmers 
will enjoy a four fold reduction 
in production costs. The global 
experience with Bt. cotton 
show that the improved insect 
resistant varieties greatly boost 
cotton production by addressing 
the challenges caused by pests,” 
he said.

While urging farmers to take 
advantage of the new seeds, 
the CS noted that scientist have 
proved that the use Bt. cotton 
drastically cuts the use of harmful 
insecticides leading to cleaner 
environment and improved 
farmer health.

Mr. Munya who was accompanied 
by his Devolution counter-part 
Eugene Wamalwa reiterated 
the government’s commitment 
to realization of the Big Four 
Agenda to ensure the county is 
self-sufficient on matters of food 
security.

“The Manufacturing pillar has 
identified backward and forward 
linkages with the Agricultural 
sector through agro-processing 
and value addition as critical 
success factor.  Adoption of Bt. 
cotton had been identifying as a 
great opportunity in the reviving 
of the cotton, textile and apparel 
sector”.

He added that the development 
aligns with the ambitious plan to 
boost the GDP contribution of 
the manufacturing sector from 
the current 9.5 percent to the 15 
percent by the year 2022.

“The country targets to have over 
200,000 acres under commercial 
Bt. cotton cultivation, creating 
over 50,000 jobs for Kenyans 
along the value chain.”

Bt. cotton is currently planted in 
15 countries globally covering 
an area of 24 million hectares.

Top three leading Bt. cotton 
producers are India (11.6 million 
hectares), USA (5 million ha) and 
China (2.93 million Ha).

In Africa, Kenya now joins six 
other countries that have already 
approved Bt. cotton namely 
South Africa, Sudan, Ethiopia, 
Malawi, Nigeria, and Eswatini.

Agriculture Cabinet Secretary, Hon. Peter Munya, 
sows Bt. Cotton seeds at Alupe University College in 
Teso South Constituency in Busia County. PHOTO | 

GAITANO PESSA
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RELIEF TO SEED SECTOR ON NEW GUIDELINES ON 
TRADE IN KENYA AND BEYOND  

By Duncan Onduu I Executive Officer, Seed Trade Association of Kenya (STAK) I Duncan.onduu@stak.or.ke

The Cabinet 
Secretary, Ministry of 
Industrialization, Trade 

and Enterprise Development, 
Hon Betty Maina, has granted 
importers of seed, pesticides 
and veterinary medicines 
a temporary six-month 
exemption from  inspection 
fees charged under the 
Pre-Export Verification of 
Conformity to Standards 
(PVoC) programme which saw 
seed companies spend over 
KES 24 million (US$ 225,000) 
since the introduction of this 
regime.

Consequently, Seed, 
Pesticides and Veterinary 
medicines shall be exempted 
from the provisions of clause 
7 of the Legal Notice number 
183 of 5th December 2019.   
This waiver is to enable the 
review of this gazette notice.

Under the current requirement 
which came into effect on 5th 
December 2019 on PVoC 
programme, a Certificate 
of Conformity (CoC) was 
introduced on consignments 
coming into the country, 
which was charged to seed 
companies (despite the seed 
already having been certified 
by a competent authority 
and given a Plant Import 
Permit by Kenya Plant Health 
Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS). 

This, notes Seed Trade 
Association of Kenya (STAK),  
not only introduced both 

time and cost to the already 
arduous task of importing 
seed, but has also alienated 
Kenya as a seed export 
destination with some of the 
large exporters shying away 
from Kenya. An inspection fee 
was charged at 0.6% of Cost, 
Insurance and Freight (CIF) 
value with a minimum $250 
and a maximum of $2700. A 
5 % penalty was also being 
charged to any goods without 
the Certificate of Conformity 
(CoC). 

Since the directive came 
into force, members of 
STAK have paid over KES 
24 million (U$225,000) 
additional costs occasioned 
by storage charges. Some 
STAK members have had to 
wait for up to 3 to 4 weeks for 
inspection to be undertaken 
because few agencies got 
approval to perform this task 
over the period November 
2019 to February 2020. 

The new directive had put 
at risk all the gains made to 
provide access to improved 
seed technologies and to 
promotion of movement of 
certified seed across borders 
with the aim of improving 
productivity and underwriting 
food security under COMESA 
seed harmonization 
arrangements.

The decision has been 
welcomed by the seed sector 
in Kenya who have termed 

it a positive step that will 
ultimately lead to removal 
of bottlenecks that the 
seed sector and farmers by 
extension had hitherto faced.  

The move by the government 
follows an intervention from 
the members of the STAK 
and other stakeholders such 
as the Kenya Private Sector 
Alliance (KEPSA) who argued 
that the charges were not 
necessary given that the seed 
had already been certified 
by a competent authority 
and given a Plant Import 
Permit by Kenya Plant Health 
Inspectorate Service.

In making her directive, 
the Cabinet Secretary 
noted that for seeds, there 
exists a protocol under the 
International Convention that 
secures a coordinated and 
effective action to control 
introduction and spread 
of pests, plant and plant 
products regulated under SPS 
Protocol between KEPHIS and 
the regulating agency in the 
exporting countries.

The seed sector in Kenya, 
under STAK, looks forward 
to the gazettement of this 
notice reviewed within the six 
months waiver period. 
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SEED MOVEMENT UNDER THE PANDEMIC (COVID19) 

The health crisis caused by the “coronavirus disease 2019” (COVID-19) has slowed down 
nearly every facet of life and the seed value chain is not an exception. The African Seed Trade 
Association (AFSTA) joins the global and regional communities in supporting measures to 
prevent further spread of the virus while bearing in mind that seed should reach farmers in a 
timely manner. 

With a view to controlling the spread of the disease, a number of important seed industry 
events and meetings have been cancelled or postponed such as the ISF Congress 2020 that 
was to be held in South Arica in June 2020 as well as many other international seed meetings. 
This was also witnessed at the just concluded AFSTA Congress 2020 that was held in 
Livingstone, Zambia in March 2020 which also experienced a decline in the number of 
delegates. 

However, the movement of seed within countries and across borders should not be affected 
considering that coronaviruses have poor survivability on surfaces, and it is highly improbable 
that coronaviruses can survive international transport, especially true for shipments of seed 
handled by professional seed companies that already respect strict sanitary, phytosanitary 
and hygienic handling protocols in accordance with National and international standards. 

Closing borders or even slowing down the cross-border seed movement creates a significant 
problem in the seed supply chain domestically, regionally and globally. In a number of 
regions, it is now the planting season and timely delivery of seed and other agricultural inputs 
is crucial to ensure farmers plant on time in order to ensure food security especially after the 
health crisis. 

AFSTA is willing to join hands with all concerned government authorities and agencies in 
Africa and appeals for their support to ensure that seed movement is facilitated in order to 
reach its destination(s) without delay. Particularly, AFSTA urges National Seed Trade 
Associations to collaborate with the relevant authorities at national level so that seed 
movement is not hindered within the country and across the borders. 

We wish all AFSTA members and seed stakeholders well at this trying moment and please 
rest assured we are in it together. 

 
Justin Rakotoarisaona 
Secretary General of AFSTA 

	

THE	AFRICAN	SEED	TRADE	ASSOCIATION	
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8 Sept (Tue)
ANNUAL WORKSHOP (presentation, discussions, and field trials observation)

9 Sept (Wed)

10 Sept (Thu) *Available for individual meetings, by prior request.

**Field visits to interact with local seed industry and/or African agricultural research 
institutions, free of charge and optional. A detailed program will be announced later, 
by prior registration.

Africa Vegetable Breeding Consortium (AVBC) 
ANNUAL WORKSHOP
World Vegetable Center West and Central Africa – Coastal & Humid Regions | Cotonou, Benin

Register today!
Africa Vegetable Breeding Consortium Annual Workshop 

*Seeds of all these lines will be made available for distribution by or soon after the workshop!

Participation in the workshop is open only to registered Africa Vegetable Breeding Consortium 
Companies. Consortium membership includes free workshop participation for one representative 
from each consortium company, including lodging on the nights of 3-5 August, meals from dinner of 3 
Aug to lunch of 6 Aug, workshop materials, coffee breaks, and transportation to/from Cotonou airport 
to WorldVeg West and Central Africa – Coastal & Humid Regions campus. All Consortium Companies 
must cover costs of their international travel and boarding/lodging of additional stay. 

Attendance fee for each additional participant: US$600. 

WHO 
SHOULD 
ATTEND 

8 - 10 September 2020 

AVBC 2020 registration form AVBC 2020 Brochure
English version

AVBC 2020 Brochure
French version

Featured crops 
• AMARANTH

• AFRICAN EGGPLANT

• ONION

• CHILI PEPPER (including habanero types)

• PUMPKIN
• TOMATO
• OKRA

• Learn about the latest developments in breeding research from the WorldVeg team of
internationally renowned plant breeders.

• Scout field trials of improved breeding materials to enhance your cultivar catalog

•  Meet WorldVeg breeders, scientists and other researchers to strengthen your knowledge
network*

•  Interact with local seed industry and/or African agricultural research institutions**

The Africa Vegetable 
Breeding Consortium Annual 
Workshop will change the way 
you do breeding and business!

?

Register: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1RDdFowjUCVxB3sqyar7qbjade6CgOKeT1s81Lzh5u2k/edit

English brochure: https://avrdc.org/download/workshops/Africa-Veg-Breeding-Consortium_A4_rev.pdf 

French brochure: https://avrdc.org/download/workshops/Africa-Veg-Breeding-Consortium_A4_French_cor1.pdf
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1. 8-10 September 2020, Africa 
Vegetable Breeding Consortium - 
Cotonou, Benin 

2. 1-4 March 2021: AFSTA Congress 
2021, Marrakech,  Morocco 

EDITORIAL:

• Aghan Daniel, Communication and Advocacy 

Officer

• Charles Nyachae, ICT and Logistics Officer

Disclaimer:

The African Seed Trade Association takes every 

precaution in verifying the accuracy of information 

supplied by its Secretariat, but does not accept liability for 

errors, which may nevertheless appear in this newsletter. 

Submissions by contributors to the newsletter may not 

necessarily reflect the views of the AFSTA Secretariat, 

the Board or its members.

Contacts:
AFSTA Secretariat

Tel:  +254 – 20 – 242 9017

E-mail: afsta@afsta.org

Website: www.afsta.org

Twitter:@AFSTA_Seed

FaceBook: AFSTA_Seed 

AFSTA Secretariat offers online advertising opportunity for all members on a first-
come first-served basis as the advertisement slots are limited. Your logo will be 
placed at the top right hand side of the homepage and will flash alternately as it 
currently on our website (www.afsta.org) 
Your logo will be linked to your website or if you want to advertise a particular 
product you can send us artwork to be linked to your logo. The cost of the website 
advert is US$ 300 for AFSTA members and US$350 for Non members for a period 
of one year.
Contact : Charles Nyachae, ICT & Logistics Officer on: charles@afsta.org 

AFSTA WEB ADVERTISEMENT

UPCOMING EVENTS

1st - 4th March 2021


