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DELEGATES CAN NOW REGISTER FOR AFSTA CONGRESS 2020
By CharlesI Nyachae |  ICT Officer, AFSTA I charles@afsta.org

Vol: 083 January 2020

INSIDE THIS EDITION...

Delegates for the 
2020 AFSTA Annual 
Congress can now 

register on line, for the 
event which will be held in 
Livingstone, Zambia on the 
shore of Victoria Falls.

The details of this 20th 
edition of the congress are 
available at the website 
www.afsta.org and more 
information can be obtained 
from AFSTA Secretariat at 
the following email address: 
afsta@afsta.org.

In its continued effort 
to raise the visibility of 
seed companies and its 
members, AFSTA has also 
embarked on publishing the 
sixth edition of the annual 
AFSTA publication, “The 

African Seed Magazine” to 
be distributed during the 
Congress. The magazine 
will also be made available 
online through twitter 
and other social media 
tools. The rates card for 
advertising are in the table 
below:

Advertising Rates 2020
Magazine Size: A4 full colour

Special Positions                      US$
Front cover (inside) 2500
Back cover (inside) 2000

Inside pages 
Full page                    1000
Half Page          600

• Online registration for AFSTA 
Congress 2020

• Negotiation on exchange of plant 
genetic resources suffers setback

• NIgeria to launch first 
e-commerce site for breeder seed

• Kenya on the path to develop 
guidelines on genome editing

• CGIAR announces $310M to 
target new crop varieties

• Project to boost uptake of 
certified seed bears fruit in 
Uganda

• Rwanda governemnt rolls out 
program to support seed industry

• DR Congo government unveils 
plan to support seed sector
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DELEGATES CAN NOW REGISTER FOR AFSTA CONGRESS 2020
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Those who wish to 
exhibit their products and 
services can take a booth 
at US$ 1,200 per unit of 
3 m x 2 m. Trading tables 
can be booked at a cost 
of US$ 300 for AFSTA 
members and US$ 350 for 
non-AFSTA members.

There is a discounted Early 
Bird rate for the congress 
registration fee which is 
US$ 650 for members and 
$925 for non-members, 
which will end on 31st 
January 2020. After this 
date, late registration fee, 

which is more expensive, 
will apply.

Delegates are encouraged 
to book their room at 
their earliest convenience 
for their accommodation 
at the congress venue, 
which is Avani Hotel, in 
order to secure room there 
because the availability of 
the room is guaranteed 
until 31st January 2020.

According to a statement 
from the Secretary 
General’s office, seed 
companies can also 
benefit from placing 
online adverts on the 

AFSTA website at a cost 
of US$ 300 per year.

For more information on 
the congress 2020, please 
visit the AFSTA website 
www.afsta.org and then 
click on the congress 
2020 logo to get various 
congress links. Should you 
have any queries, kindly 
contact AFSTA Secretariat 
at afsta@afsta.org and Tel: 
+254 20 2429017.
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The Governing Body of the 
International Treaty on 
Plant Genetic Resources 

for Food and Agriculture 
(ITPGRFA) has rejected a 
compromise package on 
enhancing the Multilateral 
System (MLS) of access and 
benefit sharing for plant 
genetic resources for food and 
agriculture.

In a response to the Governing 
Body of the International 
Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and 
Agriculture (ITPGRFA) refusal 
to accede to the package, ISF 
noted that even though the 
six year old negotiations had 
ground to a halt, they would 
not relent in their support to 
the International Treaty as the 
preferred tool for access and 
benefit sharing of genetic 
resources for plant breeders.

The decision to reject the Multi-
Lateral System was announced 
during the conclusion of 

ITGRFA’s 8th session (GB8) on 
Saturday, November 23, 2019.

The GB8 was hoped to result 
in the approval of a package of 
measures that would enhance 
the Multilateral System by 
expanding the crop scope and 
adopting a revised Standard 
Material Transfer Agreement 
(SMTA) for the exchange of 
genetic resources. However, 
this was not the outcome 
despite efforts within GB8 to 
find workable compromises on 
critical principles. 

The Governing Body of the 
ITPGRFA also agreed to re-
conduct the Ad hoc Technical 
Expert Group on Farmers’ 
Rights. 

ISF added that it remains 
committed on this topic to 
propose ways toward a mutually 
supportive implementation 
of the ITPGRFA and UPOV 
Convention 1991 Act. Both 
international conventions lead 
to enhancing the development 

of crop varieties in order to 
meet food security goals. 
  
Having access to a wide range 
of plant genetic resources is 
essential for plant breeders to 
develop improved varieties 
that boost farmers’ crop 
productivity and address the 
impact of climate change, in 
order to attain sustainable food 
production. 

Crops that evolved in one part 
of the world have often become 
staple foods somewhere 
else.  These exchanges have 
improved the quality of diets, 
improved food security and 
helped feed the growing world 
population. 

The seed sector believes 
that good policies and their 
implementation are vital 
for continued conservation 
and exchange of genetic 
resources, said the ISF 
through a media statement. 

NEGOTIATIONS ON EXCHANGE OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES 
SUFFER SETBACK 

By Special Correspondent | afsta@afsta.org
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 NIGERIA TO LAUNCH FIRST E-COMMERCE SITE FOR BREEDER SEED 
By Aghan Daniel I Communication Officer I daghan@afsta.org

Nigerians are set to 
benefit from an online 
website that will make 

breeder and foundation seed of 
the best varieties of important 
food crops available. 

The website, to be run by 
the International Institute of 
Tropical Agriculture (IITA), will 
operate under a banner called 
GoSeed banner which will allow 
buyers to order seed online at 
www.iitagoseed.com.

This first e-commerce site for 
breeder and foundation seed 
of the best varieties in Nigeria 
will take away the headache 
of locating a source of quality 
seed, and the stress of traveling 
from one part of the country 
to another to purchase seed. 
After ordering online, buyers 
have the option of pick-up or 
home delivery.

This intervention comes at a 
time when the seed sector has 
consistently complained about 
low yields and poor income 
levels, increased rural poverty 
and underdevelopment 
caused by the use of farm 
saved seed.

The outlet is a unit of the 
organization’s Business 
Incubation Platform (BIP) 
the arm responsible for 
the commercial promotion 
of the early generation 
seed of its improved crop 
varieties generated and other 
international (CGIAR) centers 
across the globe. 

Focus crops include banana 
and plantain, cassava, cowpea, 
maize, rice, soybean, and 
yam. GoSeed produces and 

sells high quality breeder and 
foundation seeds of these crops 
to seed producers in the seed 
system in Nigeria and across 
Africa at affordable prices. 

Working with seed experts, seed 
producers, seed regulators, and 
other stakeholders across the 
various value chains, IITA GoSeed 
ensures the movement of seed 
to farmers to help transform 
their productivity, income, and 
livelihoods.

https://www.iita.org/news-item/
iita-goseed-set-to-launch-first-
e-commerce-site-for-breeder-
foundation-seed-in-nigeria/ 
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Kenya will soon have a 
law to govern genome 
editing products. This 

follows a two-day stakeholders’ 
validation meeting held in 
Nairobi from 28th to 29th 
November 2019.

During the meeting, draft 
guidelines for determining the 
regulatory process of genome 
editing techniques in the 
country were developed.

While opening the two-
day meeting, the National 
Biosafety Authority’s Chief 
Executive Officer, Prof 
Dorrington Ogoyi noted that 
genome editing techniques 
are currently regulated using 
similar approach to GMOs 
meaning that no guidelines 
specific to genome editing 
exist. Risk assessment follow 
the existing procedure for 
GMOs. Specifically, he said that 
Contained Use Regulations, 
2011 are being applied to make 
decisions on research projects 
under containment. 

The Kenyan validation exercise 
comes amidst the background 
of matters of new and emerging 
biotechnologies such as 
genome editing techniques 
having become topical issues 
of discussion both at national 
and global level. 

By definition, genome editing 
refers to precise methods 
used to introduce new traits in 
plants using various techniques 
which induce breaks in the 
DNA that can be repaired by 
endogenous mechanisms and 
lead to a range of changes at a 
locus within the genome.

Genome edited products 
are generally developed 
through techniques other than 
conventional pairing of a male 
and female plant. CRISPR/CaS9 
is currently the most commonly 

used technology for genome  
editing. 

“With the emergence of these 
novel biotechnologies, the 
Authority wishes to ensure 
that adequate guidelines are 
in place to streamline decision 
making processes,” said Prof 
Theophilus Muthui, the acting 
Technical Director at the 
institution.

The validation meeting is a 
follow up of a draft guideline 
on genome editing developed 
through the country’s first 
stakeholder forum held in 
April 2019 where AFSTA 
shared their position paper 
on plant breeding innovation. 
The AFSTA position paper, 
among other issues, states that 
the underlying principle for 
regulating these plant breeding 
innovations should be that plant 
varieties developed through 
the latest breeding methods 
should not be differently 
regulated if they are similar to 
varieties that could have been 
produced through conventional 
breeding methods. 

The position paper also 

mentions that exemption from 
existing GMO regulations 
should occur if there is no 
novel combination of genetic 
material (i.e. there is no stable 
insertion in the plant genome 
of one or more traditional 
breeding methods or genes 
that are part of a designed 
genetic construct), or the 
genetic variation is the result 
of spontaneous or induced 
mutagenesis. 

While giving her closing 
remarks, Mrs Doris Wangari 
of the Program for Biosafety 
Systems (PBS) noted that 
the draft genome editing 
guidelines will help map out 
the best practices regarding 
regulatory approaches to 
these technologies – including 
options for regulatory 
exemptions. 

Following the validation, the 
guidelines will be presented to 
the NBA Board for approval.  

At the moment, only Nigeria 
in Africa, boasts of approved 
guidelines on the regulations of 
these emerging technologies.

KENYA ON THE PATH TO DEVELOP GUIDELINES ON GENOME EDITING 
By Aghan Daniel I Communication Officer I daghan@afsta.org

Participants at the Genome editing vaidation workshop in Kenya
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GIAR ANNOUNCES $310 MILLION TO TARGET NEW CROP 
VARIETIES

A $310 million initiative to 
accelerate and modernize 
use of new crops in 

developing world has been 
launched.

While making the announcement 
last month, Consortium of 
International Agricultural Research 
Centers (CGIAR) noted the global 
initiative, to be known as Crops to 
End Hunger (CtEH), will enhance 
its contributions to the Social 
Development Goals (SDGs) 
through high-priority staple crops 
bred to meet the specific needs 
of targeted regions and their 
populations.

The three year project, was 
launched on 17th October 2019, 
at the World Food Prize’s Borlaug 
Dialogue in Des Moines, Iowa, US.

It aims to be “demand-driven”, 
meaning it will prioritize 
crops already grown and eaten 
widely across the developing 
world. Experts say that the 
initiative has the potential to 
foster closer cooperation between 
national breeding programs, 

national research institutes 
and universities, and small and 
medium-sized enterprises in the 
private sector in low-income 
countries, as well as multilateral 
seed companies and advanced 
research institutes. 

Hon. Gerardine Mukeshimana, 
Rwanda’s Minister of Agriculture 
and Animal Resources, said, 
“Farmers needs should be central 
in the breeding process. If we are 
talking about drought, they are 
the ones to face it. If we are talking 
about pests or disease, they 
are the ones to face it. Getting 
everything to the farmer, that is, 
to me, the most important thing.”

The plant breeding initiative will 
focus on 20 staple crops, including 
cereals, legumes and root crops. 
Working with this basket of crops 
helps ensure it meets the food, 
nutrition and income needs of 
the most vulnerable groups and 
environmental sustainability in the 
context of climate change. 

“Ending hunger in our lifetimes 
is possible, even in the face of 
the climate emergency,” said 
Elwyn Grainger-Jones, CGIAR’s 
Executive Director. “However, 
to do this, we need an urgent 
transformation of our food system, 
driven by more innovation and 
partnerships.”

The 2019 World Food Prize 
laureate, Simon Groot of East-West 
Seed, reminded the audience that 
seed research is vital but must 
also be accompanied with good 
distribution, pricing and training 

as well.

Crops to End Hunger will deliver the 
new varieties developed by CGIAR to 
national partners overseeing the seed 
system in-country. It will then be up 
to these national regulatory agencies 
to take responsibility for the release 
of the improved seeds, while public 
agencies, community organizations 
and private seed companies can 
undertake seed multiplication and 
distribution, as well as promoting 
them so that farmers actually plant 
them in their fields. 

Felister Wambugha Makini, Deputy 
Director General Crops at the Kenya 
Agricultural & Livestock Research 
Organization (KALRO) supported 
this collaborative approach, and 
highlighted that farmers are more 
accessible than ever before. “In 
Kenya, almost 80 percent of the 
population has a mobile phone. We 
are in a place where every family has 
someone who has some knowledge.”

Neal Gutteron, Chief Technology 
Officer at Corteva Agriscience, 
showed his support for CGIAR to 
more closely align its work globally to 
ensure this pipeline of improved 
seeds reaches many farmers.

The CtEH will also adopt 
standardized ways of reporting 
needs, opportunities and progress, 
which will provide funders with a 
transparent view of their return on 
investment. 

Source: https://www.cgiar.org/
excellence-breeding-platform/crops-
to-end-hunger/

Hon. Gerardine Mukeshimana, 
Rwanda’s Minister of Agriculture and 

Animal Resources
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PROJECT TO BOOST UPTAKE OF CERTIFIED SEED BEARS FRUITS IN 
UGANDA 

By Nelson Masereka I Executive Director of USTA I nelsonmasereka@gmail.com 

A project launched two 
years ago in Uganda 
to increase uptake of 

climate smart certified seed 
among small-holder farmers 
in Uganda has begun to bear 
fruits.

The multi-sector initiative 
involves Uganda Seed Trade 
Association and National 
Agricultural Research 
Organisation (NARO).   

So far, the project has 
documented increase in 
adoption of certified seed 
among the targeted farmers 
which is currently estimated 
at 30 percent based on seed 
sales records at USTA and 
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal 
Industry and Fisheries (MAAIF). 
The previous figure was 20 per 
cent. Expert reports continue 
to reveal that in Uganda, sale 
of old varieties suggests a 
reluctance to switch to new 
varieties by some farmers.

Among other things, the 
project has established and 
managed 340 demos, randomly 
distributed in the country. 
These demonstrations were 
planted to illustrate Climate 
Smart Maize Varieties at the 
sub-county level in selected 
districts.

The partnership with the seed 
industry in the country, has 
also seen about 70 farmer 
field days conducted at the 
crop demonstrations reaching 
14,520 farmers who have 
also been trained on the 
use of certified seeds and its 
associated inputs campaign. 

 “Our association, USTA was 
contracted specifically to 
enhance adoption of climate 
smart maize varieties among 
smallholder farmers and 
adoption on sustainable basis 
since adoption has remained a 
big challenge among farmers 
in Uganda,” says Narcis 
Tumushabe, the Chairperson of 
USTA. 

The association also entered 
the partnership because of the 
central role it plays to seed 
companies, agro-inputs sector 
and the experience it has in 
training and supporting seed 
companies and agro-input 
dealers. This contract will take 
a duration of 12 months with 
high possibilities of renewal.

To be classified as climate-
smart, a crop variety must meet 

at least one of two criteria: early 
maturity and/or tolerance to 
extreme weather conditions such 
as drought, flooding, or frost.

This project started in 2017 with 
support from CIMMYT and was 
taken over by African Agricultural 
Technology Foundation (AAT) in 
2018. 

Uganda Seed Trade Association 
(USTA) is a membership 
association formed in 1999 to 
coordinate and oversee the 
development of the seed industry 
and to enhance the availability 
of Quality Assured Seed for the 
entire farming community locally, 
regionally and internationally. 
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GOVERNMENT OF RWANDA ROLLS OUT PROGRAM TO 
SUPPORT SEED INDUSTRY 

By Jean Bosco Safari I sjboscofr@gmail.com

The seed sector in 
Rwanda has embarked 
on assessing current 

regulatory and commercial 
activities in the country, 
according to Mr Innocent 
Namuhoranye, President of the 
National Seed Association of 
Rwanda (NSAR).

Mr. Namuhoranye said that a 
detailed plan will be shared 
once the country’s regulator 

approves it. He noted that 
the seed sector is currently 
working very closely with the 
government which has shown a 
lot of interest to stimulate local 
seed production.

While noting that a new 
local private seed company 
Tri Seed Company has just 
been established by local 
investors to stimulate local 
seed production, the president 

added the company has planted 
the first trial and the knowledge 
gained will be used to expand 
seed production throughout the 
country.

On another front, the authorities 
are currently reviewing and 
training seed inspectors in 
the country mainly with the 
assistance of AGRA to empower 
the local industry and support 
the association’s strategic plan to 
stimulate local seed production.

The government, he added, 
is working hand in hand with 
Rwandan Agricultural Board 
(RAB) in assessing the possibility 
of implementing and subscribing 
to several international industry 
conventions and seed schemes 
e.g. OECD, UPOV, ISTA, etc.

Support of local seed producers 
is of key importance to all seed 
sector players and several 
programs are under review to 
empower local seed producers 
to produce seed to international 
standards.

The agricultural sector is 
Rwanda’s biggest employer 
and the government has re-
affirmed its support towards the 
seed industry as a key growth 
driver for the future.  These new 
initiatives are creating a vibrant 
and positive environment for 
future agricultural development 
in Rwanda.  
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DR CONGO GOVERNMENT UNVEILS PLANS TO SUPPORT 
SEED SECTOR  

By Bukasa Pierre I Chair of the Seed Association of DRC I bukasapierre@gmail.com

The government of 
the Democratic 
Republic of Congo 

(DRC) has announced plans 
to support the country’s 
seed sector to increase 
production of the main 
food and export industrial 
crops.

Reports from the National 
Seed Trade Association of 
Congo indicate that the 
country’s parliament has 
already begun to discuss a 
bill that sets out the general 
principles of the regulatory 
framework governing seed 
production and marketing 
activities. 

Known as the Seed Activity 
Bill, the instrument sets out 
to guarantee freedom to 
carry out seed activities on 
any natural or legal person 
subject to meeting two 
non-binding conditions 
for effective functioning 
of the seed sector and 
ensuring protection of 
the seed industry. Once it 
becomes law, the bill will 
protect conditions set by a 
schedule of conditions and 
keep a seed transaction 
log.

The country’s national 
policy document is the 
result of a consultations 

between international and 
national seed specialists, 
with the support of many 
actors involved in seed 
production and marketing.

In an effort to further 
underline their support 
to the sector, the 
DRC government has 
formulated three objectives 
for the agricultural sector, 
which includes to ensure 
food security by creating 
conditions that guarantee 
access to adequate 
food for all segments of 
the population as well 
as to ensure sustained 
growth in productivity 
and profitability of the 
sector while maintaining 
the economic efficiency 
of resource use. Its last 
objective is to promote the 
development of agro-food 
industries and creation of 
remunerative jobs in rural 
areas.

In order to support the 
objectives, four priorities 
have been identified as a 
strategy for implementing 
this policy. They will 
work towards increasing 
productivity and 
production of the main 
food and export industrial 
crops and build capacity 

and institutional framework 
of agricultural production. 
Government will also 
establish a credit system 
for cooperatives and/or 
producer associations. 
Its final priority will be 
the decentralization of 
decision-making power 
in the development of 
provincial programs.

Similarly, a seed subsector 
development program 
capable of providing, 
at an acceptable price 
and in sufficient quantity, 
timely, quality seeds from 
improved varieties well 
adapted to local ecology 
and technology is being 
implemented. Besides, it is 
able to encourage the rural 
world to make greater use 
of these selection items.

This policy, developed at 
the level of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, is one of the 
framework elements of a 
new National Seed Plan 
(PNS). ;
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African Seed Trade Association (AFSTA) members with an interest in plant 
breeding for the development of improved vegetable varieties can now tap 
the knowledge and expertise of the World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg), an internationally renowned 
leader in crop research, by joining the Africa Vegetable Breeding Consortium—a joint initiative 
of WorldVeg and AFSTA.

WorldVeg, a non-profit agricultural research and development institute, strives to realize the potential 
of vegetables for healthier lives and more resilient livelihoods. WorldVeg carries out its mission by 
forming research partnerships with government, non-governmental, and private sector organizations to 
conserve and utilize vegetable biodiversity, improve vegetable varieties, and increase vegetable 
production, marketing and consumption.

Your Research Partner for Success

WHY create a consortium? 
As advances in biotechnology and genomics accelerate 
the pace of vegetable cultivar development, seed 
companies of all sizes must have a robust understanding 
of the latest vegetable breeding research, the practical 
skills to apply new breeding methods, and access to a 
diverse collection of vegetable germplasm to remain 
competitive in turbulent markets. 

Through the Africa Vegetable Breeding Consortium, 
participating companies and WorldVeg researchers 
will have multiple opportunities to discuss and evaluate 
breeding approaches and discover new avenues to share 
data and progress.

Early ACCESS to elite genetics
WorldVeg is the source for improving incomes and 
livelihoods for Africa’s farmers. Our plant breeders 
draw on the wealth of genetic diversity in the WorldVeg 
Genebank—the world’s largest public-sector collection 
of vegetable germplasm—to develop climate-smart, 
resilient, productive vegetable varieties with enhanced 
nutrition, tolerance to heat and drought, and better 
resistance to pests and diseases. 

Consortium members will have a 12-month head start to 
access new improved WorldVeg lines.

The consortium initially will focus on African eggplant, 
African indigenous vegetables, amaranth, brassica, 
carrot, mungbean, pepper (chili and sweet), and tomato.

BENEFITS for consortium companies
Annual Workshop at the World Vegetable Center
At the Annual Workshop—an event held exclusively for consortium companies—WorldVeg researchers will 
demonstrate new outputs of the vegetable improvement program and discuss results obtained by consortium members 
who test WorldVeg breeding lines at their field sites using WorldVeg experimental protocols. 

During the workshop, consortium members can:

• actively participate in scientific presentations about ongoing WorldVeg research 
• review selected field trials of improved breeding material, subject to weather and field conditions
• hold discussions in groups or by appointment with WorldVeg scientists during, the day before, or the day after 

the workshop

Each workshop will last two consecutive days and be held at one of WorldVeg’s regional centers, located in Benin, 
Mali and Tanzania. Location, dates, and format of workshops will be decided annually by WorldVeg in consultation with 
consortium members.

WorldVeg will offer free workshop participation to one representative from each consortium company (includes 
lodging, meals, transportation within the country where the workshop will be held, workshop materials and coffee 
breaks). All workshop participants must cover their transportation costs to reach the workshop vicinity.

worldveg.org

Africa Vegetable 
 Breeding Consortium

African Seed trade Association 
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1. 2-5 March 2020: AFSTA Congress 
2020, Livingstone, Zambia

2. 17-19 March 2020 : Seminar on 
the awareness creation & capacity 
buidling for the implementation of 
PVP in Dakar, Senegal 

3. 1-3 April 2020: SeedLink2020 Accra, 
Ghana

4. 21-24, April 2020 : ISTA Workshop on 
Quality Assurance and Accreditation 
for Early Beginners, Tunis, Tunisia

5. 8-10 June 2020, ISF World Seed 
Congress 2020 Cape Town, South 
Africa 

EDITORIAL:

• Aghan Daniel, Communication and Advocacy 

Officer

• Charles Nyachae, ICT and Logistics Officer

Disclaimer:

The African Seed Trade Association takes every 

precaution in verifying the accuracy of information 

supplied by its Secretariat, but does not accept liability for 

errors, which may nevertheless appear in this newsletter. 

Submissions by contributors to the newsletter may not 

necessarily reflect the views of the AFSTA Secretariat, 

the Board or its members.

Contacts:
AFSTA Secretariat

Tel:  +254 – 20 – 242 9017

E-mail: afsta@afsta.org

Website: www.afsta.org

Twitter:@AFSTA_Seed

FaceBook: AFSTA_Seed 

AFSTA Secretariat offers online advertising opportunity for all members on a first-
come first-served basis as the advertisement slots are limited. Your logo will be 
placed at the top right hand side of the homepage and will flash alternately as it 
currently on our website (www.afsta.org) 
Your logo will be linked to your website or if you want to advertise a particular 
product you can send us artwork to be linked to your logo. The cost of the website 
advert is US$ 300 for AFSTA members and US$350 for Non members for a period 
of one year.
Contact : Charles Nyachae, ICT & Logistics Officer on: charles@afsta.org 

AFSTA WEB ADVERTISEMENT

UPCOMING EVENTS

 
AFSTA Board & Secretariat 
wishes to thank you for your 
support and cooperation in 

2019 and wishes you a 
prosperous Happy New Year 

2020


