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KENYA URGES ECONOMIC BLOCS TO HELP THE SEED SECTOR
By Aghan Daniel I daghan@afsta.org I AFSTA Communication Officer

Vol: 080 April  2019

The government of Kenya has 
urged regional economic blocs to 
finalize a tripartite agreement on 

easing cross border trade in seeds. This 
was said at the opening ceremony of 
the AFSTA Congress 2019 which ended 
on 7th March  2019.

Prof Hamadi Boga, Principal 
Secretary for Agricultural Research 
in Kenya’s Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock, Fisheries and Irrigation, 
said that once the tripartite 
agreements are finalized, farmers 
across the region will have improved 
access to quality and certified seeds.

“The agreement should ensure 
that we maintain excellent seed 
trade and movement by protecting 
intellectual property alongside 
phytosanitary matters,” said Boga 
as he officially opened the Congress 
in Mombasa.

Held at the PrideInn Paradise 
Resort & Spa in Mombasa, Kenya, 
the Congress saw 400 delegates 
from 60 countries from all over the 
world attending the most successful 
gathering of seed business people 
in the continent. 

While welcoming the delegates 
to the Congress, AFSTA President, 
Mr Riadh Gabsi said: “The AFSTA 
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Congress continues to grow year 
after year because we, the seed 
people, ably use it as a forum to 
sow relationships, which have led us 
to harvest prosperity in our work as 
we promote quality seed trade in 
Africa.”

He added that AFSTA continues 
to believe that a developed 
agricultural sector is key to the 
economic prosperity of African 
nations for which seed has played 
a key role. 

This, he noted, had led AFSTA to 
make continuous efforts to improve 
the environment for the seed business 
through its five-year Strategic 
Plan with a view to meaningfully 
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contribute to the promotion of 
the transformation of agriculture 
into an attractive, modern and 
sustainable livelihood option 
for communities throughout the 
Continent. 

The congress, primarily a 
gathering of top seed traders 
and producers, traditionally cover 
a wide spectrum of issues in the 
seed value chain. 

This year, the Congress addressed 
regional and international seed 
issues that have scientific and 
technological bearing on seed 
production and trade including 
biotechnology, plant breeding 
innovation, seed treatment, 
phytosanitary measures, 
strengthening vegetables 
production through quality seed 
trade in Africa and update 
on technologies for African 
agricultural transformation.

The congress was preceded 
by a half-day workshop on 
seed treatment which discussed 

for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA).

Two replacements in the AFSTA 
Board also took place during 
the Congress. Two new board 
members, Mr. Ibrahim Abdullahi 
from Nigeria and Mr. Given 
Mudenda from Zambia replaced 
Mr. Richard Olafare from Nigeria 
and Mr. Benson Zulu from Zambia 
respectively whose terms had 
ended.

The next AFSTA Congress will be 
held from 3rd to 6th March 2020 
at the Avani Hotel in Livingstone, 
Zambia on the shores of Zambezi 
River near the great Victoria Falls. 

management of the fall armyworm 
(FAW).

Several representatives of regional 
and international organizations 
participated at the congress 
namely the African Union (AU), 
International Seed Federation 
(ISF), the International Seed Testing 
Association (ISTA), Union for the 
Protection of New Plant Varieties 
(UPOV), the Common Market 
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AU: EDUCATE FARMERS ON SAFETY STANDARDS FOR QUALITY 
MEASURES 

By Maina Waruru I mainawaruru@gmail.com 

Regulatory bodies in the 
agriculture sector have 
been asked to educate 

farmers on the benefits of seed 
phytosanitary regulations.

According to Dr Jean Gerard 
Mezui M’Ella, many regulatory 
bodies in the sector had not 
taken deliberate efforts to ensure 
that farmers were educated to 
understand that standards have 
been set for quality measures 
which facilitate their access to top 
quality planting material.

Dr Mezui M’Ella, who is the director 
of Inter-African Phytosanitary 
Council (IAPSC) of the African 
Union, added that phytosanitary 
measures set by both global and 
continental bodies are meant to 
control, manage and eliminate 
the risk of introducing pests and 
diseases. This, he added is done 
through seeds and quality control 
guidelines which help ensure 
availability of top quality seeds 
for food security.

This expert was speaking at the 
AFSTA Congress 2019. He added 
that it was important for National 
Plant Protection Organizations 
(NPPOs) to play their role 
in identifying, assessing and 
managing pest risk associated 
with international movement of 
seeds. 

They can do so by adhering to 
standards and guidelines set by 
organizations such as the IAPSC, 
and by using the International 
Standard for Phytosanitary 
Measures (ISPM) for control of 
risk of pests and diseases in cross-
border seed trade, he said.

Making his presentation titled 
‘Market access with regard to 
the International Standard for 
Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM 
38) in Africa: Challenges and 
Prospects’, M’Ella noted that a 
total of 54 NPPOs operated 
in Africa, implementing plant 
protection procedures under 
coordination of the IAPSC.

In addition to different standards 
set for different crops, the 
International Seed Federation 
(ISF) Rules and Usages for Trade 
in Seeds for Sowing Purposes, 
adopted by the General Assembly 
in Rio de Jeneiro - Brazil in June 
2012, should be applied to 
determine phytosanitary standard 
and specifications for seed 
movement, said the official.

Regulations set by the NPPOs 
should be backed by force of 
national laws to ensure they are 
legally binding, for effective 
protection of crops and feed from 
disease and pest contamination 
from contaminated planting 
material.

“Agriculture is seed and the health 
of agriculture starts from the health 
of the seed”, M’Ella declared. 

He observed that seed remained 
the “basic input in agriculture and 
plays a crucial role in boosting 
production, productivity and 
economy of the country”.  

Challenges including lack of proper 
planning and implementation 
of seed multiplication, lack of 
adequate facilities for internal 
quality control, and lack of 
adequate cold storage facilities 
existed across Africa, hampering 
effective implementation of safety 
standards, he observed.

As way forward, he recommended 
efforts to increase regional 
and continental awareness, 
strengthening of enforcement in 
countering counterfeit seeds, and 
harmonizing national regulations 
to international frameworks.

Dr Jean Gerard Mezui M’Ella, Director of Inter African Phytosanitary Council 
(IAPSC) of the African Union making a presentation at the AFSTA Congress 
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Efficient private sector 
involvement in the seed 
industry in Sudan has led 

to the country’s high seed quality 
production status, Secretary of 
Sudan Seed Trade Association, 
Dr Mohamed Ahamad Bushara 
has said.

This he added has presented 
an opportunity for millions of 
Sudanese that rely on agriculture 
are to benefit from certified seeds 
in an effort to improve their living 
standard.

Dr Bushara said the seed sector in 
Sudan has transformed over the 
years and continues to improve 
the varieties and hybrids through 
Mendelian genetics research and 
plant breeding.

Mendel developed three 
principles of inheritance that 
described the transmission 
of genetic traits, before anyone 
knew genes existed.

“The development and expansion 
of the seed sector has led to 
the formation of the Agricultural 
Research Corporation that is the 
main source of the new varieties 
and hybrids in the country,” Dr 
Bushara explained.

He reiterated that the private 
sector, government and community 
oriented organizations contribute 
to 15% of the local and imported 
seed market.

The Association representative 
said, “Whereas 85% was 
from retained seeds on farm 
from previous crop harvest, 

social commitments and farmer 
exchange programs, the effort 
complemented to satisfy the 
farmers demand in the seed 
market.”

Dr Bushara pointed out that 
between 2014 and 2018, the 
most sought after cereal crop 
seeds in Sudan were sorghum, 
millet, wheat and maize.

Further, he stated that farmers 
also diversified into oil crops that 
include sesame, groundnuts, cotton 
and sunflower.

“The agricultural sector has also 
promoted vegetables, ornaments, 
forage seeds and pulses to 
support the seed market’, he said.

Despite the multi-sectoral 
approach to provide quality 
seeds, the Sudan seed sector 
faces myriad of concerns both 
non-financially and financially.

Dr Bushara said among the non-
financials were inadequate 
support services, inefficient 
seed certification and quality 
control arrangement, shortage 
of suitable hybrids, insufficient 
supply of certified seed materials, 
no signatory to some international 
treaties and protection of 
Intellectual Property Rights.

He acknowledged that 
inadequate funding sources, 
high inflation, exchange rates, 
high cost of seeds, incentives to 
encourage investment, distribution 
and marketing management was 
curtailing the industry.

On the future and sustainability 
of the seed industry, he said 
appropriate macroeconomic 
policies on exchange rate; 
inflation and taxation were in 
place to support the sector. 

SOUTH SUDAN SEED ASSOCIATION: HELPING THE SEED SECTOR 
GROW

By Bozo Jenje I bozojenje@yahoo.com 

Isaac Woja, Executive Secretary - Seed Trade Association of South Sudan 
making a presentation dring the AFSTA AGM at the AFSTA Congress 2019
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SEED LEGISLATION: NIGERIA TAKES STEPS TO SECURE THE LEGACY OF PLANT 
BREEDERS AND FOUNDATION SEED PRODUCERS

Source: https://agra.org/seed-legislation-nigeria-takes-steps-to-secure-the-legacy-of-plant-breeders-and-foundation-seed-producers/ 

A new draft law known as the 
Plant Variety Protection Act 
in Nigeria is set to provide 

legal intellectual property rights to 
plant breeders who develop new 
and improved seeds for increased 
crop production. Nigeria’s Federal 
Ministry of Justice is currently 
reviewing the draft law for possible 
adoption.

Through the Partnership for Inclusive 
Agricultural Transformation in 
Africa (PIATA), together with AGRA, 
the Rockefeller Foundation and 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
USAID has been collaborating 
with the Nigeria Agricultural Seed 
Council (NASC) to support the 
enactment of legislation that will 
provide a plant variety protection 
system that will incentivize national 
and multinational agribusiness 
investments.

Additionally, at the global level 
both AGRA and USAID are 
collaborating with the International 
Union for the Protection of New 
Plant Varieties (UPOV) in Geneva, 
Switzerland to secure new seed 
systems and varieties of high-
performance seeds for Nigeria’s 
agricultural transformation.

Nigeria currently faces gaps in the 
agriculture sector which include 
sub-optimal sector coordination, 
low productivity levels, limited 
access to finance and a lack of 
market linkages causing failures to 
leverage a huge domestic demand 
for food and opportunities to 
export to neighboring countries.

The vision of NASC is the creation 
of a seed system that is market-
driven, capable of producing 

and distributing high quality and 
improved planting materials that 
are available, accessible and 
affordable to all farmers.  This is 
with a view to transforming the seed 
system in Nigeria into a leading 
industry in sub-Saharan Africa with 
the capacity to become a leading 
employer of labor and generate 
foreign exchange volumes in line 
with the government’s Green 
Alternative. This has led Nigeria 
to initiate collaborations with 
national regional and international 
stakeholders including the 
National Assembly, Ministry of 
Justice, Ministry of Science and 
Technology, Federal and State 
Universities, National Agricultural 
Research Institutions, the ECOWAS 
Commission, International Research 
Institutions, private sector seed 
companies as well as NGOs and 
civil society groups.

Led by the Minister of Agriculture 
and Chairman of NASC Governing 
Board, Chief Audu Ogbeh, Nigeria 
has assured UPOV that it is keen 
on the domestication and adoption 
of legislation for Plant Variety 
Protection (PVP), Plant Breeder’s 
Rights (PBR) in Nigeria, as well 
as creating a platform for the 
sustainable production of early 
generation seeds for the seed 
industry.

To this end, the Council has opened 
discussions with UPOV regarding 
membership to the international 
body. If adopted, these pieces of 
legislation will enable breeders 
and foundation seed production 
companies produce, process/store 
and sell early generation seed for 
commercial seed companies; grow 

parent seeds on behalf of seed 
companies and where applicable, 
collect plant breeders’ rights 
licenses and fees on their behalf.

With a population of almost 180 
million people estimated to nearly 
double to 400 million by 2050, 
there is urgency in putting together 
the steps to enhance strategic 
investments in the agriculture sector 
by availing crop varieties to farmers 
with the potential to feed an ever-
growing population and ensure 
national food security. The PBR law 
will give breeders and investors in 
the seed sector the assurance and 
confidence to invest in Nigeria and 
thereby address the current issues 
of unacceptably low yield per 
hectare produced by farmers. As 
a country that envisages creating 
and sustaining economic growth 
through agricultural value chains, 
enhancing productivity per unit 
area is of strategic importance.
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GHANAIAN SEED EXPERTS LAUD APPROVAL OF BT COWPEA IN NIGERIA
By Ama Kudom-Agyemang I kudomagyemang@gmail.com 

The approval of BT Cowpea 
for commercial cultivation in 
Nigeria has been described 

as a solution to production, 
availability and accessibility of 
quality seeds in the West Africa.

In an interview, the President of the 
National Seed Traders Association 
of Ghana (NASTAG), Thomas 
Havor, said, “The availability of 
quality seeds is crucial because, the 
seed – ‘as in certified breeder and 
foundational seeds’ – is the starting 
point in effective agriculture, which 
is a precondition for food security.”

He explained that BT cowpea has 
been developed to specifically 
resist the “Maruca” pest, which 
destroys yields by boring the pods. 
Mr. Havor added that “this has 
become possible because of the 
scientific tool of biotechnology, 
which has a critical role to play in 
the development of quality seeds.”

About quality seeds in Ghana, 
he noted that “insufficient quality 
seeds for farmers to cultivate has 
undermined the country’s food 
security status,” and supported his 
assertion with data that pointed to 
the seed sector’s poor performance 
over the years. 

From 2010 to 2016 seed 
production for the six major food 
crops namely: maize, rice, cowpea, 
sorghum, groundnut and soyabean 
dwindled significantly. For instance, 
while the total national seed 
requirement for maize has been 
22,500 metric tonnes, in 2010 the 
country produced just 4, 243 metric 
tonnes and production went down 
to 1, 682.2 metric tonnes of maize 
in 2016.

In 2017, seed production began 
to pick up for all the major crops. 
Maize for example went up to 
4,454 metric tonnes and in 2018 
production increased to 8,425, 
almost doubling that of the previous 
year.

Mr. Havor said these reasons have 
made the need to use biotechnology 
in agriculture more urgent now than 
ever before. “We need seeds that 
are robust and can withstand the 
impacts of these problems,” he 
stated, adding: “For instance, now, 
we need crops that are diseases 
and pests resistant, drought tolerant 
and with the potential for very high 
yields per small land acreages.” 

Mr. Havor, commended Nigeria for 
making significant progress in the 
development of the BT cowpea to 
alleviate the suffering of farmers, 
saying, “It will sustain the production 
of this very important food security 
crop across the sub-region.” He was 
happy with Ghana’s progress in BT 
cowpea and said, “It will revive 
the hope of farmers like me who 
cultivate cowpea.”

A research scientist with the 
Biotechnology Nuclear Agricultural 
Research Institute (BNARI) of the 
Ghana Atomic Energy Commission 
(GAEC), Daniel Osei Ofosu, thinks 
“the approval of BT Cowpea by 
Nigeria means Ghanaian farmers 
will lose out on this huge market.” 
But he also believed that “all is not 
lost as the country is in the advanced 
stages of introducing the same trait 
in the Nigerian cowpea in farmer 
preferred varieties in Ghana.”

Mr. Ofosu agreed with Mr. Havor 
on the need to clean up and 

strengthen Ghana’s seed sector, 
saying, “Looking ahead, our seed 
sector will need to be strengthened, 
so that fake seeds are not sold to 
farmers when the improved seeds 
become available.”

A Senior Advisor to the Ghana 
Programme for Biosafety Systems 
(PBS), Prof. Walter Alhassan, says 
what has happened in Nigeria 
is going to simplify the approval 
process for Ghana, because it 
is the same event and type of 
cowpea that has been assessed 
and approved.

In an interview, he said people 
should not be worried that once 
Nigeria releases the BT Cowpea, 
it will spread to their countries 
through regional trade, “because 
by that time the product will have 
gone through all the necessary 
safety checks.” But Prof. Alhassan 
pointed out that “for this to happen, 
the Biosafety Laws for West Africa 
that have been pending for the 
past 10 years, will first have to be 
harmonized.”

Regarding Ghana’s BT cowpea, 
Prof. Alhassan said once the 
National Biosafety Authority (NBA) 
receives and processes applications 
for its commercial release, “the 
NBA’s immediate focus will be on 
production of quality seeds by the 
research institutions and private 
seed growers, in addition to training 
farmers to properly manage the 
new crop varieties.”

The Director of Crop Services at the 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture, 
Osei Akoto, who also spoke on the 

..... Cont on  page 7
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CYCLONE IDAI: IMMEDIATE HELP FOR MOZAMBIQUE’S 
AGRICULTURAL SECTORS

Source: http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1187475/icode/  issue in an interview, said, “Since 
the Biosafety Act is in place and 
the National Biosafety Authority 
is functioning, the process for 
developing and trading in GMOs 
will be streamlined and handled 
appropriately.”

The Principal Programme Officer 
of the African Biosafety Network 
of Expertise (ABNE) of the 
New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD), Samuel 
Timpo, sees the development in 
Nigeria as a signal for Ghana to 
begin answering questions such as: 
“How will major national research 
institutions like the CSIR position 
themselves to be producers of 
quality and quantity breeder 
seeds for Ghanaian farmers, so 
that Ghana will be in-charge of 
her own seed sector?”

Cowpea or “black eye beans” 
is considered the most important 
food grain legume in sub-Saharan 
Africa, and a major source of 
protein, iron and fiber. The crop 
is also a good source of quality 
fodder for livestock and is grown 
on over 12.5 million hectares and 
provides cash income for families. 
However, cowpea production 
faces lots of challenges such as 
infestation by the insect pod borer, 
which alone causes yield losses as 
high as 80 per cent, ineffectiveness 
of spraying, low per hectare yields, 
and poor agronomic practices.

To effectively address these 
challenges, the PBR Cowpea 
Project was initiated to develop 
and distribute to farmers preferred 
and locally adapted pod borer 
resistant cowpea varieties in sub-
Saharan Africa.

The lives and livelihoods 
of farmers and fishers 
in the three Southern 
African countries hit by 

Tropical Cyclone Idai are under 
severe threat, with communities 
in Mozambique bearing a 
particularly heavy burden. 

For a country where 80% of 
the population depends on 
agriculture, keeping animals 
alive, rehabilitating damaged 
land and rebooting food 
production will be critical as the 
waters recede, FAO said today.

Significant swathes of the 
cropland were flooded on the 
eve of the April-May maize and 
sorghum harvest. Most of losses 
are expected in Mozambique’s 
Manica and Sofala provinces, 
which normally contribute 
approximately 25 percent of 
national cereal output.

Before the storm hit, around half 
of Mozambique’s rural families 
had some maize, cassava and 
bean reserves, but the flooding 
will have inevitably ruined much 
of these for both food and seed 
purposes. Prior to the current 
disaster, 1.8 million people in 
Mozambique were already 
severely food insecure, a figure 
that could now rise as the extent 
of the damage becomes clear.

Having declared the response 
to Cyclone Idai in Mozambique 
a top priority, FAO is asking for 
an initial $19 million to support 

those most affected over the 
next three months, with a focus on 
resuming local food production, 
assisting fishing communities and 
supporting livestock owners.

“When the floodwaters recede, 
it will be crucial that the 
government, FAO and their 
partners get in fast”, said Olman 
Serrano, FAO’s Representative 
in Mozambique and coordinator 
of the Organization’s response 
to the crisis. “Once we have 
established how and how much 
land can be rehabilitated, 
we will procure and distribute 
seeds as a matter of urgency so 
that farmers can plant for the 
secondary agricultural season, 
which is starting now, in April.”

Serrano noted that FAO and its 
partners will also be helping 
farmers to get ready for the 
main agricultural season in 
September, which will be critical 
in terms of food security for 
the following months and into 
next year. More immediately 
however, saving the remaining 
livestock that many households 
rely on for food and income is 
one of the highest priorities.

FAO’s emergency livestock 
response will include evacuating 
animals and assuring veterinary 
services and feed availability: 
the typical cost of saving one 
cow from starvation and disease 
is just around $50, while buying 
a replacement animal adds up 
to s$600.

..... Cont from  page 6
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African Seed Trade Association (AFSTA) members with an interest in plant 
breeding for the development of improved vegetable varieties can now tap 
the knowledge and expertise of the World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg), an internationally renowned 
leader in crop research, by joining the Africa Vegetable Breeding Consortium—a joint initiative 
of WorldVeg and AFSTA.

WorldVeg, a non-profit agricultural research and development institute, strives to realize the potential 
of vegetables for healthier lives and more resilient livelihoods. WorldVeg carries out its mission by 
forming research partnerships with government, non-governmental, and private sector organizations to 
conserve and utilize vegetable biodiversity, improve vegetable varieties, and increase vegetable 
production, marketing and consumption.

Your Research Partner for Success

WHY create a consortium? 
As advances in biotechnology and genomics accelerate 
the pace of vegetable cultivar development, seed 
companies of all sizes must have a robust understanding 
of the latest vegetable breeding research, the practical 
skills to apply new breeding methods, and access to a 
diverse collection of vegetable germplasm to remain 
competitive in turbulent markets. 

Through the Africa Vegetable Breeding Consortium, 
participating companies and WorldVeg researchers 
will have multiple opportunities to discuss and evaluate 
breeding approaches and discover new avenues to share 
data and progress.

Early ACCESS to elite genetics
WorldVeg is the source for improving incomes and 
livelihoods for Africa’s farmers. Our plant breeders 
draw on the wealth of genetic diversity in the WorldVeg 
Genebank—the world’s largest public-sector collection 
of vegetable germplasm—to develop climate-smart, 
resilient, productive vegetable varieties with enhanced 
nutrition, tolerance to heat and drought, and better 
resistance to pests and diseases. 

Consortium members will have a 12-month head start to 
access new improved WorldVeg lines.

The consortium initially will focus on African eggplant, 
African indigenous vegetables, amaranth, brassica, 
carrot, mungbean, pepper (chili and sweet), and tomato.

BENEFITS for consortium companies
Annual Workshop at the World Vegetable Center
At the Annual Workshop—an event held exclusively for consortium companies—WorldVeg researchers will 
demonstrate new outputs of the vegetable improvement program and discuss results obtained by consortium members 
who test WorldVeg breeding lines at their field sites using WorldVeg experimental protocols. 

During the workshop, consortium members can:

• actively participate in scientific presentations about ongoing WorldVeg research 
• review selected field trials of improved breeding material, subject to weather and field conditions
• hold discussions in groups or by appointment with WorldVeg scientists during, the day before, or the day after 

the workshop

Each workshop will last two consecutive days and be held at one of WorldVeg’s regional centers, located in Benin, 
Mali and Tanzania. Location, dates, and format of workshops will be decided annually by WorldVeg in consultation with 
consortium members.

WorldVeg will offer free workshop participation to one representative from each consortium company (includes 
lodging, meals, transportation within the country where the workshop will be held, workshop materials and coffee 
breaks). All workshop participants must cover their transportation costs to reach the workshop vicinity.

worldveg.org

Africa Vegetable 
 Breeding Consortium

African Seed trade Association 
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1. ISF World Seed Congress 2019: 
3-5 June, 2019, Nice, France

2. ISTA Congress 2019, 26th June - 
03rd July, 2019 32nd Hyderabad, 
India

3. ESA Annual Meeting 13-15 Oct, 
2019 - Stockholm, Sweden
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UPCOMING EVENTS

On 29th March 2019, the Egyptian seed sector woke up to the sad news of the death 
of Mr Adel Ibrahim Midany, the Egyptian Seed Industry Association (ESIA) Executive 
Manager.
The late Midany got his B.Sc. in Agriculture from Cairo University in 1973, and joined 
the Ministry of Agriculture’s Central Administration for Seed Certification (CASC). 
He later earned his M.Sc. in Seed Technology from Mississippi University, USA. 
During his work at CASC, he specialized in seed legislation and import/export of 
seeds. Come 2016 and he retired as the General Manager for Seed Certification 
Department.
He was selected to work as an executive manager for ESIA where he served efficiently, 
honestly and with a lot of hard work and dedication for the entire period of his 
employment.
The AFSTA Board and Secretariat join the Egyptian seed industry in mourning a man 
who dedicated his life to the growth of the seed sector in the continent. Fare thee well!

EGYPTIAN SEED ASSOCIATION MOURNS THEIR 
EXECUTIVE MANAGER

The Late Eng. Adel 
Ibrahim Midany


