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THE PROBLEM
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COMESA 2015 IMPORT OF STAPLE SEED 

(WITHOUT CASSAVA AND BEANS)

ÅIntra-COMESA Imports of Seed = USD 106 million 

amounting to 576,000MT

ÅExtra-COMESA Imports of Seed = USD 1,027 million 

amounting to 10,150,000MT

ÅTotal COMESA imports = USD1,133 amounting to 

10,726,000MT



COMESA 2015 SEED EXPORT OF STAPLE SEED (WITHOUT 
CASSAVA AND BEANS)

ÅIntra-COMESA Exports of Seed = USD 131 million 

amounting to 931,000MT

ÅExtra-COMESA Exports of Seed = USD 93 million 

amounting to 1,750,000MT

ÅTotal COMESA Export = USD 224 million amounting to 

2,680,000MT

ÅCurrent seed trade in COMESA = USD 1,357 billion 



.

SEED TRADE VALUES

COUNTRY / REGION VALUE (USD)

USA 12 billion

China 9 billion

France 3.8 billion

Kenya 60 million

Zimbabwe 35 million

Malawi 30 million

Zambia 25 million

Uganda 10 million

COMESA 1.4 billion

GLOBAL 47 billion



Strategic Objectives

SO 3.0: Monitor and 

improvement of the 

COMESA Seed System

SO 4.0 COMESA Seed 

Capacity Building 

and Small-holder 

Support Programme

SO2.0: Awareness 

creation at all levels
SO1.0: Prepare for, 

and support of 

Phased 

domestication

VISION

IMPLEMENT COMESA SEED TRADE 

HARMONIATION REGULATIONS  

LEADING TO INCREASED SEED 

PRODUCTION, RELIABILITY, TRADE AND 

COMPETITIVENESS OF THE SEED 

INDUSTRY IN THE  COMESA REGION

STRATEGIC GOALS OF COMSHIP



Mid Year Review 20111/2012 Financial Year 

Burundi GAZETTED

Comoros Alignment not yet done

Djibouti Status of the Seed Industry assessed awaiting consultations

DR Congo Draft aligned national seed regulations awaiting Parliament 

endorsement

Egypt Alignment not yet done

Eritrea Alignment not yet done

Ethiopia Draft aligned seed regulations awaiting Council of Ministers 

endorsement

Kenya GAZETTED

Libya Alignment not yet done

Madagascar Alignment not yet done

Malawi Draft aligned national seed regulations awaiting Cabinet Approval

Mauritius Alignment not yet done

Rwanda GAZETTED

Seychelles Alignment not yet done

South Sudan Status of the Seed Industry assessed, awaiting consultations

Sudan Alignment not yet done

Swaziland Roadmap for alignment agreed / developed

Uganda GAZETTED

Zambia Draft aligned national seed regulations awaiting gazette

Zimbabwe GAZETTED



COMESA SEED TRAINING PROGRAMME

A total of 270 (23% female) trained in the period June-July, 2016

Variety Release

Seed Certification Customs Seed

Phytosanitary and 

Quarantine

Trainers of Trainers



COMSHIP CURRENT STATUS

Å COMSHIP launched in 13 COMESA Member States, now remaining with 

Comoros, Seychelles, Eritrea, Mauritius and Djibouti

Å On Awareness Creation, over 13,500 COMESA Seed Trade 

Harmonisation Regulations and 3,000 brochures / folders printed and 

distributed and these are being translated into 14 local languages in the 

COMESA region



Mid Year Review 20111/2012 Financial Year 

CROP AND YEAR OF 

RELEASE ON 

COMESA VARIETY 

CATALOGUE

NAME OF 

VARIETY

COMESA MEMBER 

STATES 1ST

COUNTRY

COMESA MEMBER 

STATES 2ND

COUNTRY

COMPANY 

NAME / 

HOLDER

Maize, 2016 DK777 Kenya, 2016 Zambia, 2015 Monsanto

Maize, 2016 DKC90-89 Kenya, 2012 Zambia, 2010 Monsanto

Maize, 2016 DKC80-33 Kenya, 2004 Zambia, 2007 Monsanto

Maize, 2016 DKC80-31 Kenya, 2003 Zambia, 2002 Monsanto

Maize, 2016 PHB 3253 Kenya, 1996 Zambia, 1995 Pioneer

Maize, 2016 PHB30G19 Kenya, 2006 Zambia, 2007 Pioneer

Maize, 2016 P3812W Kenya, 2012 Zambia, 2011 Pioneer

Maize, 2016 P2859W Kenya, 2012 Zambia, 2009 Pioneer

Maize, 2016 MRI 514 Zimbabwe Zambia, 2001 MRI-Syngenta

Maize, 2016 MRI 624 Zimbabwe Zambia, 1998 MRI-Syngenta

Maize, 2016 MRI 634 Zimbabwe Zambia, 2000 MRI-Syngenta

Irish potatoes, 2016 Sagitta Zambia, 2015 Kenya, 2014, Egypt, 

2013

HZPC Holland 

BV

Irish potatoes, 2016 Taurus Zambia, 2015 Kenya, 2015 HZPC Holland 

BV

Irish potatoes, 2016 Panamera Zambia, 2015 Kenya, 2015 HZPC Holland 

BV

Maize, 2016 PAN 4M-21 Swaziland, 2015, 

Zimbabwe, 2011

Malawi, 2008 Pannar

Maize, 2016 PAN 4M-23 Zimbabwe, 2013 Zambia, 2015 Pannar



COMMITTEES OPERATIONAL IN COMSHIP

Seed Advisory Committee

COMESA Seed Committee

Seed Technical Working Group


