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What is True Potato seed?



Botanic seed versus potato tuber

Á50 grams seed/ha versus 2.500kg tubers/ha

ÁClean start 

ÁóUnlimitedô shelflife

ÁFlexible for the chain

ÁLogistic advantages

ÁQuick multiplication, efficiënt; one plant 

produces several grams of seeds. Therefore

new hybrids will be ready relatively early for

commercial introduction



First commercial hybrid: Oliver F1

ÁSlightly floury table potato with an oval shape

ÁBeautiful smooth skin

ÁVery good flavour

ÁTuber shape of Oliver F1 is oval with cream skin, cream flesh and

white flowers

ÁThe eyes are few and shallow

Á40.000 ï50.000 plants/ha

ÁMaturity 100-120 days after transplanting

ÁOne plant can produce appr. 0,5 ï1,5 kg depending on growing 

conditions

The advantages of TPS are particularly important for farmers in 

Africa, Asia and Central America in remote areaôs.



Bejo Zaden and T.P.S. ïwhere are 
we now?

ÁOver twenty years of research TPS

Á2013: application for registration in the Netherlands of a 

tetraploid hybrid

ÁSince two years commercial trials with Oliver F1

Á2016: positive seed production results

Á2017: positive results on seed technology research

Á2017: Dutch Plant BreederôsRight for Bejo 3016 F1 is obtained

Á2017: Bejo 3016 F1 is named Oliver F1

Á2018: gaining legal market acces

ÁOngoing: developing distribution scenarioôs



Potato breeding 
activities

Å Breeding program the 

Netherlands

Å Breeding program

USA

Å Breeding on location

in the potential potato

market (future)

Å Market demands into

breeding goals





Potato hybrid experiences



1 plant Oliver F1



Different scenarioôs for TPS 
distribution into the market

ÁDirect sowing

ÁVia transplants

ÁLocal (Mini)tuber production



Future



Regulations

Commission Implementing

Decision (EU) 2017/547

EU:

Temporary Experiment 7 years

Listing in application. Application for

VCU has been done by Bejo

CPVO takes over the Dutch protocol for

DUS

VCU protocol yet to be completed

NL:

Breedersright

DUS protocolls are accepted



Market access Africa

ÁApproach per country

Á Image potato tuber import 

ÁHygieneprotocols

ÁLocal trials in cooperation with 

the Ministeries, registration 

bodies, farmers

ÁBejo Zaden Investments


